/ 1956 


or iC. 
3, 

at 5/7, 
4,900, — 
\ckroyd 


1 Units 
” E&s: 
al-aye., 
Minnis. 
. | 
mill at 
*J. J 
ngham., 
¢ Farm 
‘ont-st., 


estate, 
oberts. 


381, 


—.. 
—= 





TO 





| 
q 
, 
ia 
| 
oe 





THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Vol. CXC June 29, 1956 No. 5909 


NEWS SUMMARY 


COMMENTING on the ** New Plan and 
Specification Service * described in 
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that the promoters might with ad- 
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THE ELEVENTH HOUR 


LATE in the day, though we may hope not too late, the Government has 
worked round to the all-important matter of inducing the nationalised 
industries of coal, electricity and transport — three industries whose products 
or services represent so large a proportion of total manufacturing and distribu- 
tive costs—to peg their prices over a period. Early last week the Central 
Electricity Authority announced that they had requested area boards not to 
increase their tariffs in spite of the increase, averaging 8 per cent in the price 
of coal, which was thrown on industry or June 1. No area board, it is under- 
stood, has dissented from this request, while rather more than half the 12 boards 
which make up the Authority have already expressed willingness to accede to it 
until the end of March next 


Two days later the National Coal Board announced that “* unless something: 
quite unexpected or exceptional happens ” they will not increase pithead coal 
prices within the next 12 months. There remains of the three major nationalised 
industries concerned, transport. on which the chairman of the British Transport 
Commission made a statement on Wednesday. Stabilisation for a period of the 
major vital industries on which the manufacturing trades essentially depend. 
now seems to be in sight. 


What of the second factor in industry—labour ? We rank ourselves with those 
who have held that it is neither realistic nor reasonable to expect the trade 
unions to hold back while costs, and with them the cost of living. have been 
constantly rising. When there is a free-for-all, it is not possible for any trade 
union leader to hold the ranks in check, even if he so wished. What will labour. 
and to particularise building labour. now do ? 


On the answer to this question depends very largely the contribution which the 
manufacturers of building materials and equipment can make to steadying the 
national vessel. An analysis of the future intentions of those firms which 
followed the lead given last December by the Cement Makers’ Federation, and 
published in these columns a fortnight ago, shows that, with some exceptions. 
the gesture of holding prices steady has, in the firms’ view, been thrown away. 
* The tail has been trying to wag the dog,” as one firm put it. while another 
questions the value of the gesture since ** builders cannot be greatly affected one 
way or the other, as they appear to be protected by what they call ‘a list of 
basics.” ” 


While having sympathy with their disappointment, we do not agree that the 
gesture of these firms has been wasted. On the contrary, it is certain that the 
example of voluntary restraint set by the cement and other materials manu- 
facturers has played no small part in strengthening the Government’s hand in 
the steps it is now taking to peg the prices of the nationalised industries. Private 
enterprise must accept on a wider scale that unless and until it gives voluntary 
proof of willingness to exercise self-discipline by passing on a larger part of pro- 
fits to the consumer, there can be no hope of arresting the rise in the cost of 
living. And not private enterprise only, but labour. Reckless demands such as 
have recently been tabled by the Woodworkers can only weaken confidence in 
the future. 


We hope that the materials firms which have associated themselves with this 
stabilisation movement will take heart from the developments of the past 
ten days and will try again. They have won the first round, right on the bell 
it may be, but not less decisively for that. Not less earnestly. we hope that the 
building employers and the representatives of building labour will. perhaps 
through the National Joint Council, get together and find jointly a way of 
returning to the principle of the fixed-price contract, for that way, with all its 
implications of increased efficiency, is the best one by which the building 
industry can make its contribution to holding and reducing prices. If labour is 
convinced there is to be equality of sacrifice its response could surprise many, 
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Notes of the Week 


Maison Dieu, Ospringe 


N_ interesting 13th century stone 

building, Maison Dieu, at Ospringe, 
near Faversham, Kent, which has been 
restored by the Ministry of Works, is 
now open to the public daily (weekdays 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays 2 to 8 p.m.) 
for an admission charge of 6d. 

The Maison Dieu was founded in 1234 
by King Henry III and dedicated to St. 
Mary. It was one of a number of 
hospitals (houses for the poor or guests 
as well as for the sick in medieval times) 
along Watling-street which ran from 
Dover to London via Canterbury. Be- 
sides the local poor, old servants of the 
Crown and their widows were lodged in 
the house. In addition to these functions 
the house provided a halting place for the 
King and his suite. It was thus used in 
1273 by Edward I during his return from 
the Crusade, and by Edward II on his 
journey to fetch Isabella, his bride, in 
1308. 

Towards the end of the 14th century 
the prosperity of the foundation declined; 
after 1471 the regular brethren died out, 
one master became an outlaw and at one 
time the emoluments were escheated to 


the Crown. In 1516 the house was dis- 
solved and its endowments given to 
St. John’s College, Cambridge, which 


appointed a secular chantry priest who 
served the chapel until the abolition of 
chantries in 1547. 

The main buildings, including the 
chapel, lay to the north of Watling-street 
and have disappeared; all that remain 
of the original group are two stone 
buildings of the 13th century. Of this 
pair, the western building only is in the 
guardianship of the Ministry of Works, 
which has now restored it where a shop 
front had been inserted in 1894. The 





THE BUILDER 





MR. HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, 

County Architect for the West Riding of 

Yorkshire, who has been recommended 

for the post of Architect to the London 
County Council. 





roof of the timber upper-storey is a good 
example of king-post construction with 
some unusual features. A _ tudor fire- 
place and a plaster ceiling installed 
during alterations carried out c.1600 are 
also to be seen. 


Edinburgh to London 


THOSE who like to note the occasional 
successes which Scots have outside their 
own country will have marked with 
interest the election to the Shrievalty of 
the City of London of Sir James Miller. 
principal of James Miller and Partners, 
building contractors, of Queen Victoria- 
street, London, and of Edinburgh. Sir 
James was Lord Provost of the latter city 
in 1952 at the time of the British Archi- 
tects’ Conference. Election as Sheriff is, 
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of course, the penultimate step to becom, 
ing Lord Mayor, and we shall Joo} 
forward to the day when Sir Jama 
achieves what would be the first-eye, 
distinction of having been Lord Proyoy 
of Edinburgh and Lord Mayor 
London. 
New Display of Modern Applied Apt 
A pispLay of modern decorative ay 
work is now on view in the Recep; 
Acquisition court of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, near to the Cromvell. 
road entrance. The display is entirely o{ 
material which has been acquired during 
the last few years. It includes moder 
pottery, glass, textiles and prints from 
many different countries, together with 
a group of English Victorian and 
Edwardian = silverwork and __ jewellery. 
Three of the lighted vitrines are devoted 
to contemporary studio pottery, industrial 
pottery, and glass. Of particular interest 
among the pottery are pieces from 
Finland, the Saxbo pottery in Denmark, 








and the Swedish factories at Gustavsberg | 


and Karlskrona. Among. the British 
pottery are pieces by Hans Coper, 
Nicholas Vergette and Bernard Leach. 
Smoke Abatement 


THE Summer number of * Smokeless 
Air,” published by the National Smoke 
Abatement Society (Palace Chambers, 
Bridge-street, London, SWI, price 1s.) 
announces that Dr. R. Lessing has accep- 
ted nomination for election as_ next 
President of the Society in succession to 
Sir Ernest Smith, whose term of office 
expires in October. Dr. Lessing, well 
known as a fuel technologist and 
author and a member of the Beaver Con- 
mittee on Air Pollution, has been associa: 
ted with the Society for over 40 years 
Among other interesting features of this 
number is a synopsis of the Clean Ai 
Bill and the programme of the Society's 
Conference at Southport next October. 


ee 





Proposed Crematorium, Cardross. John Watson, FRIBA (Watson, Salmond & Gray), architect. The drawing, by A. H. Shearing, 


is exhibited in the Royal Scottish Academy. 
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Proposed Classroom Unit, Victoria Auxiliary Infirmary, Philipshill. John Watson, 


FRIBA (Watson, Salmond & Gray), architect. 


The drawing, by A. H. Shearing, is 


exhibited in the Royal Scottish Academy. 





CORRESPONDENCE 
Prospects for High Building 
To the Editor of The Builder 


‘IR.— I should be glad to have the 

opportunity to comment on what I 
feel is a misinterpretation of the facts 
when you say in your leading article on 
June 1 that “A recent LCC survey shows 
tiat, in spite of the advantages of light, 
air and view attaching to the upper 
storeys of tall blocks, the great majority 
prefer for a variety of reasons to live in 
the lower storeys.” 

The survey showed that of tenants 
living on Sth to 11th floors, 90 per cent. 
liked living high and would not choose 
to live on a lower floor and 28 per 
cent. would like to live on a higher floor 
than they are on at present. 

While only 12 per cent. of tenants on 
ground to 4th floors exovressed a prefer- 
ence to live higher, this is undoubtedly 
due to the fact that accommodation on 
these lower floors, particularly the ground 
and Ist floors, is allocated to families 
with young children who cannot manage 
Stairs or are allergic to heights. 

In general, of course, it is true that a 
large proportion of tenants prefer a 
house with a garden; but the Council's 
survey clearly shows that among the 
people who live in flats, the great 
majority like living high un and many 
would like to live higher. 

W. G. Fiske, Chairman, 
London County Council 
Housing Committee. 
The County Hall, London, SE1. 





h 


A New Plan and Specification 
Service 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SSIR.—The illustrated article under this 
_ heading in your last issue records an 
interesting new attempt to improve the 
design of small houses, but does it go far 
enough? By the time the cost of land, 
legal charges, etc., have been met the 





house shown would probably cost some- 
where about £5,000. No doubt there is 
a demand for such a house, but there is 
an infinitely greater one for the house 
costing about £3,000, normally provided, 
rather unsatisfactorily, by the speculative 
builder. If the promoters of this new 
scheme could tackle the latter problem as 
well they would, in my view, be doing 
a much more important work. 

As to the plan illustrated, may I sug- 
gest that some alternative in the character 
and arrangement of the accommodation 
should be provided? Two and possibly 
three bathrooms seems an over-generous 
provision for sanitary needs if such a 
small house. If the downstairs cloak- 
room or guest bath could be dispensed 
with and the study reduced in size it 
would be possible to provide 4 garage, 
which would be much preferred by many 
people, though this would mean con- 
siderable replanning. 

SUBURBANITE. 


BOOK 


By James Lezs-Milne. 
Illustrated. (London: 
Price 17s. 


ROMAN MORNINGS. 
Pp. xviii, 148. 
Allan Wingate.) 

PPHE author of this excellent book tells 
us that it was inspired by Ruskin’s 

Mornings in Florence, published 80 years 

ago: but what a difference in outlGok there 

is between the two! Ruskin regarded 
everything later than the Middle Ages as 
anathema: Mr. Lees-Milnz2 swallows the 

Baroque without effort, and leapfrogs the 


Gothic—for indeed there is no Gothic 
worth mention in Rome: and a. modern 
tourist admiring the famous prospect of 


Rome from the Pincio (provided that he 
ignores the frightful Monument to Vittorio 
Emanuele)—finds its harmony interrupted 
only by Street’s incongruous Gothic spire 
just below him. 

We are reminded that the Baroque. con- 
sistently ignored or vilified throughout the 
nineteenth century, was extravagantly and 
indiscriminately lauded in the nineteen- 
twenties. and is now presumably about due 
to go out of fashion again. Such are the 
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vagaries of aesthetic criticism. The author 
does a real service by explaining its nature, 
but he is never indiscriminate. He can see 
defects even in the masterpieces of Bernini 
and Borromini, and he approves the re- 
moval of Baroque trappings from the 
venerable facade of S. Maria in Cosmedin 
some 60 years ago. He considers that the 
few examples of Rococo architecture in 
Rome are a natural development from the 
Baroque, and that French and South Ger- 
man Rococo are derived from Borromini. 

His eight “ mornings ” are spent in repre- 
sentative buildings ranging from “the 
antique” to the Rococo: and even readers 
who know Rome thoroughly will find him 
a most authoritative, stimulating and ob- 
servant guide. It is perhaps mischievous 
to speculate on what he would have written 
if he had devoted three more “mornings ” 
to three later stages of Rome’s architectural 
history: the Monument, mentioned above, 
the achievements of Mussolini, and the 
work of the last 20 years. 

M. S. B. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
House at 1957 * Daily Mail” 
Ideal Home Exhibition 


AT the suggestion of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects and in consultation 
with the appointed assessors, the size 
of the house has been reduced from 
approximately 1,900 sq. ft. to 1,750 sq. ft. 

Details of the competition were given 
in The Builder of June 22. Conditions 
(no deposit required) are available from: 
Daily Mail, Architectural Competition, 
Gough House, EC4. 


Lake District Plan Approved 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has approved, with modifications, 
the development plan for the Lake District 
National Park. The plan is to be deposited 
in the County Hall, Kendal, for inspection 
by the public. 


_ F 
Auge 5 Cf 





SS LAN pts 


Come down at once—this is the 
Imperial Institute, not the Battersea 
Fun Fair!” 
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DESIGN AND ART EXHIBITIONS IN 
LONDON AND CAMBRIDGE 


Modular Society at Design 


Centre 
TTHE opening of the Council of Indus- 
trial Design’s Design Centre in 


Haymarket is a very important milestone 
of its progress in consolidating standards 
of British industrial design, by providing 
a permanent but changing selective dis- 
play in the round. 

At the opening there was almost too 
much to see and assimilate in one visit 
and, like most commentators, | deferred 
consideration of the display treatment 
in itself a complex design problem for 
which the Ministry of Works commis- 
sioned Nicholson Brothers on the CoID’s 
recommendation—noting at the time 
only that it apparently worked, both 
visually and functionally, without swamp- 
ing the exhibits as sometimes happens. 

Opportunity for that separate con- 
sideration was presented by the visit of 
the Modular Society on April 29, who 
enjoyed a talk and conducted tour by 
Robert Nicholson himself. Not least of 
the advantages of modular membership 
are these visits to see modular co-ordina- 
tion put through its paces with, as it 
were, the co-ordinator as ring-master: in 
this instance it was an haute école per- 
formance, with Nicholson cracking a con- 
vincing whip in response to some shrewd 
questions. 

The Design Centre seems the acid test 
of the principle so far. Its flexibility is 
taken as read, but buildings don’t as a 
rule have to be taken to pieces, re- 
arranged and reassembled. With display 
work, that is not merely a possibility but 
a certainty. Briefly, Nicholson’s solution 
is based on a two-foot module. A sus- 
pended metal ceiling-grid is clad with 
plastic panels, some reversible and inter- 
changeable, some including light fittings 


dirigible or diffused, and others with 
sprinklers. To that suspension grid 


“ Jadder ” units can be fixed vertically at 
will, lining up with a 12-in. floor-tile unit. 
Similarly with partitions, panels, show- 
cases—whatever, in fact, the periodical 
change of objects and their setting calls 
for. The flexibility also operates in the 
horizontal sense—tables, shelves, raised 
platforms and so on are equally easily 
and quickly contrived—and changes of 
direction in the shelf-ranges are straight- 
forward. 

If I have a criticism, it applies more 
to the “divider” furniture, logical com- 
plement to the open plan in domestic 
work, whose characteristics are now 
familiar and which the display units in- 
evitably share: that there is something 
vaguely disconcerting in half-seeing some- 
one opposite at close range also looking 
at what one is examining. If he or she 
is a stranger, one feels impelled somehow 
to move on and leave the field clear. But 
anything is better than monopolising a 


museum showcase with solid back, 
bottom and sides! 
In general, the modular principle 


marches on, I gather: the snags still to 


be encountered are probably incidental 
to it rather than inherent. One on which 
| feared it might founder was the obvious 
international one, but the impossible 
seems to have happened—fortunately, 
since clearly full dimensional co-ordina- 
tion cannot begin until a world-wide 
hook-up is effected on the basic “ unit of 
reference "—4 in., or one decimetre, is 
still the latest news from the course. 
also rather gathered that the only re- 
maining major obstacle to complete 
accord is the sort of official “ boffinry ” 
which surely should have been put gently 
back into perspective since the outbreak 
of peace. 


* Contemporary Venetian 
Artists ”’ 


ONE NOW approaches the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts, where the above 
Exhibition continues throughout June, 
with reserve as well as awe. Though one 
is not so simple as to expect that the Ex- 
hibition would carry on the traditions of 


the 16th or 18th Centuries, or that the 
artists participating would stick to 


Venetian subjects just like Auntie Ruskin 
cooked them, their residential qualifica- 
tions prove to be the only apparent 
coalescent. Moreover, while the Press 
hand-out tells us that the Exhibition “is 
the first to draw attention to a character- 
istic feature of Italian art—namely, its 
division into cities,” this seems to conflict 
a littlke with the claim that “ Venetian 
modern art speaks an_ international 
language.” 

It is (a little disappointingly), indeed, 
the artistic Esperanto we have come to 
expect. True, one of Virgilio Guidi’s red- 
and-blue “ Seascapes” does suggest the 
shimmering and incandescent distances of 
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the lagoon beaches, but another of the 
same title (blue window-pane check op 
blue and white background) could be any. 
thing, including, I feel, a textile design 
and anywhere. Armando Pizzinato show, 
some interesting hard, neo-realistic com. 
positions rather like colour stills from , 
good film. Bruno Saetti seems to fight 
unnecessarily against any emotional cop. 
tent in subjects inevitably invoking jt. 
and Giuseppe Santomaso against retro. 
gression into an almost French impres. 
sionism. But these seem to me Italian 
rather than Venetian characteristics 
Romualdo Scarpa’s mosaics are uney. 
pectedly pictorial, though in an engas. 
ingly child-like way, only one (“Rialto 
Bridge,” virtually an ideogram) exploits 
the formal qualities so ant to the 
medium. Emilio Vedova produces what 
to me, are textural and chromatic exer. 
cises subtle and evocative only so long as 
he does not give them titles suggesting 
things, people or situations they don} 
represent 
tines against the abstractionists in this 
The work sometimes conveys the odd im. 
pression of having been done while the 
artist is thinking about something else 
I am English enough to hope it isn't 
politics, which I think mixes badly with 
paint. 


Two May Week Events 

TWO EXHIBITIONS will have contributed 
considerably to the pleasures of Maj 
Week at Cambridge. Neither is strictly a 
University function, but Cambridge as a 
place and as a university is so appar- 
ently integrated that the value to the latter 
of such exhibitions is surely considerable. 

I do not think the universities’ claim 
now less frequently heard—to leadership 
of thought ever extended to the arts, ex- 
cept in the academic sense, and I have 
seldom heard university men themselves 
stake one. Now that their advantages 
have been made less exclusive by the 
welfare state, clearly “ extra-mural” in- 





A general view of the Design Centre: The showcases have been specially contrived 
to allow for flexibility of arrangement to meet the needs of changing exhibits. 
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fluences are increasingly important for 
those whose background may not have 
fostered an intelligent interest in the arts. 
_particularly if one believes in the power 
of environment over heredity. 

In his generally sincere envy, the non- 
university man (pace Miss Mitford!) may 
be forgiven for perceiving an inconsist- 
ency in the Van Gogh still metaphorically 
on the wall and the Ellington still on the 
turntable, even if these are “reprints 
from his own youth in less privileged sur- 
roundings. 

The Cambridge Society of Painters and 
Sculptors, whose Second Exhibition was 
at the Arts Council Gallery in All Saints’ 
Passage, clearly knows the time of day, 
however, and has been out and about. 
The catalogue wisely disclaims anything 
in common other than that its members 
all live in or near Cambridge and 
naturally like to establish contact with the 
people among whom they live. 

Among the impressive round hundred 
exhibits by a self-limited membership, few 
can be mentioned, but the standard is 
very high indeed, even allowing for most 
being professional. John Bolam’s evoca- 
tive teazle-and-thorny subjects, which 
populate a “Chiltern Landscape” and 
are also portrayed close-up, are Suther- 
landish less in the sense of being deriva- 
tive as that they obviously excite both 
artists. Lynda Burnet’s luminescent 
colour is perhaps happiest in the harlequin 
“Still Life,” where the facets of the 
decanters echo the angular flower-petals. 
Cecil Collins’ ** Christ Before the Judges ~ 
is impressive but a little overscaled for 
the room and its neighbours, and one is 
glad of his Tate purchase for a wider- 
angle assessment. 


Interesting Relationship 

An interesting family relationship—in 
some ways complementary but probably 
unconsciously so—is that of Jasper and 
Jean Rose. Her “Shopping in the 
Potteries,” a quite excellent essay in what 
might be described as a sort of “ modu- 
lar pointillisme,” the brick or stone unit 
carrying through the composition, and his 
“A Whiff from Hanley” and “ Early 
Morning in the Potteries ” aptly illustrate 
the stimulative benefit of escape from the 
comfortable enclave I mentioned earlier. 
He is a strong and fastidious colourist, 
but one returns with much pleasure to 
Mrs. Rose’s “* March Winds,” which un- 
erringly conveys the fluid movement of 
blown trees and grasses. 

Of the sculpture, that of Betty Rea 
mostly groups of young people will 
surely have given much pleasure. 
Evidently the RCA can be looked to for 
a continuing supply of the product of 
which Sydney Harpley was such an 
electrifying sample. Space unfortunately 
forbids mention of other artists, or of the 
Crosskeys Pottery. 


Gaven Raverat 


Though represented in the foregoing 
show, there was also a separate exhibition 
of Gwen Raverat’s paintings, engravings 
and book illustrations in Clare College 
Music Room, It is perhaps her engrav- 
ings. with the illustrations to her delight- 
ful book, “ Period Piece,” by which she 
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LYNMOUTH 1956.—The effec?s of the 1952 flood are nearly made good. 


The harbour 


with its Rhenish Tower has been reconstructed and the new road and pavements are 


finished. 


houses and hotels which formerly’ overhung the river is in progress. 


The new bridge connecting Porlock and Lynton is seen, and rebuilding of 


The remains of the 


Lyndale Hotel, which stood beside the bridge, have gone, to reveal good views upstream. 





will be best known and valued. At risk 
of embarrassing personalities, however, it 
must be mentioned that the stroke she 
suffered in 1951 made further: engraving 
work impossible, though the later paint- 
ings offer, besides their intrinsic charm, 
absolute proof of the disciplinary value 
of many years’ work in black-and-white. 
Four works by her husband, Jacques 
Raverat, painted shortly before his death 
at Venice in 1925, are included. 
“Picasso: Fifty Years 
of Graphic Art” 

TuIs exhibition—at the Arts Council 
Gallery until August 5—is not only an 
event of first importance in what one 
reluctantly calls the “art world” but 
indirectly for architects and, indeed, any- 
one concerned with the representation of 
mass by line. For although Picasso's 
graphic work has been described as the 
corollary to his painting, it is here I think 
that his technical mastery has always 
been assured immediate recognition, 
whatever the views on his powers of 
invention. Moreover, even allowing for 
Picasso’s phenomenal output in_ this 
field, except during the war years: a col- 
lection of some 350 works from the 
thousand estimated to exist, showing 
chronologically his successive develop- 
ment over the period represented and 
including some superficially drastic 
changes of direction, leaves little possi- 
bility of the visitor’s failing to. find 
pleasure in at least one or more of the 
phases illustrated. 

With such an assured grand-master- 
ship, criticism would be an impertinence, 
and the intent of this short note is siniply 
to urge you to go and see—with the 


following reservation: on a works’ outing 
to the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre I 
was once embarrassingly buttonholed by 
an earnest littlke man about what his 
“attitude ” to Picasso’s work should be. 
He so obviously felt cheated when I 
suggested that he should strenuously 
avoid adopting (or striking) any attitude 
at all, but look at what he liked, if any, 
and not worry about the remainder over- 
much but come away quickly if he hated 
it all, that I am chary about repeating 
similar advice, honest as it is. 

If, therefore, you are confident (like 
most people) that personal likes and dis- 
likes settle the question, between the 
early etchings like No. 1, counterpart to 
his “ Blue period” and the latest, oddly 
alternating between a return to abstrac- 
tion reduced almost to ideographs and a 
surprising degree of naturalistic charm 
and even prettiness, there must surely be 
something to please everybody. 

If vou are less confident, but willing to 
concede giant stature to Picasso as a 
draughtsman, like him or not, bear in 
mind also his enormous influence on the 
best of industrial and even commercial 
design—not to sveak, of course, of his 
imitators in the fine arts. It has always 
struck me as a significant phenomenon 
that what Picasso has for so long suc- 
ceeded in doing has been readily accep- 
ted at second- or even third-hand by a 
self-professed middlebrow public who 
squealed the house down with horror on 
first seeing it. Whatever the height of 
your brow, here is a unique opportunity 
for a retrospective look, which may, 
incidentally, make you wonder whether 
people too often squeal before they are 
hurt. 

BasiIL MARRIOTT. 
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PI 
COMPETITION : 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AND CONCERT HALL, PORT OF SPAI N, TRINIDAD 


Winning Design and Assessor's Report 


Winning design by: COLIN LAIRD, Dip.Arch., ARIBA 


TIYHE result of the competition for a 
new concert hall in Port of Spain, 
Second award : O. G. CHASE Trinidad, was published in 7 he Builder 
June 8, 1956. The following is part o! 
the assessor’s report: 
Third award: MENCE & MOORE, A/LRIBA The architectural competition for the 
design of Trinidad’s new concert hall has 
Assessor: J. Ro FIRTH. ARIBA been a most interesting and stimulating 
experiment. 
The response was good, in that 24 
Lge BY: applications for the conditions were 
f @ received, from six territories —Trinidad, 
ee a LY Tobago, Barbados, British Guiana, 
Ne © “y Jamaica and St. Lucia. 

he However, on the date for receipt of 
designs, only half the number material- 
ised, for in the event the competitors had 
to face an extremely tight schedule which 
called for ingenious planning and _ eco- 
nomical design methods to keep within 
° the allotted funds. This became the 

deciding element in selecting the winning 
scheme. 
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ene stows ire raee ; Design No. 3 is, in my opinion, a very 
fine conception indeed, extremely well n 
integrated with its site, and landscaped st 
so as to form a fitting climax to the a 
vegetated “open-ness” of the King p 
George V Memorial Park. Its advanced h 
thought, producing a sculptural composi- d 
tion not yet seen in the architecture ol 0 
Trinidad, made No. 3 [O. G. Chase] a | r 
competitor with a serious claim [ol 

consideration. a 


























However. in Design No. 4 [submitted s 
by Colin Laird, Dio.Arch, ARIBA] the 
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masterly planning of the Stage Block and 
the simple yet extremely effective arrange- 
ment of the hall for its multifarious uses, 
show the scheme to be the work of an 
architect who has fully understood the 
problems involved, and would, therefore, 
have an equal claim to No. 3—if for a 
different reason. Design No. 4, because 
of its efficient planning fully provides the 
promoters with all they require. 

From a careful analysis of the reports 
and detailed estimates of these two 
schemes, I came to the conclusion that 
No. 3 may not have fully allowed for the 


























new techniques and processes involved 
in the building of the unit; and that the 
costs shown may, therefore, not be realis- 
tic. On the other hand, the estimate of 
Design No. 4 is prepared in sufficient 
detail to show the truth of its statements. 
Its economy comes from its roof struc- 
ture. where repetition of units “pays off” 
after the first bay, whereas with the 
catenary roof planned for No. 3, the con- 
tractor is “learning” all the time and 
must quote with enough margin to allow 
for mistakes. 

These points, plus the fact that I be- 
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lieve that the ease with which the hall ot 
No. 4 serves its various uses will give 
economy in running and bring in quick 
returns to the promoters, makes me 
award first prize to Design No. 4, with 
design No. 3 a close second. 

For third place | have no hesitation in 
selecting Design No. 2 [submitted by 
Mence and Moore, A LRIBA]. It is ex- 
cellently sited, and its future development 
is well planned. The designer, however, 
has not fully understood the use of an 
Arena Stage and, consequently, the 
auditorium, has suffered. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 
List of Council Members 


PPHE following list comprises the RIBA 
Council for the session 1956-57, and 
the representatives of allied societies in the 


United Kingdom and overseas: 
PRESIDENT 
Mervyn Baskerville Cross, 


PAST-PRESIDENTS 
Charles Herbert Aslin, CBE (Hertford): Sit 
Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, SADG. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 


Kenneth MA. 


Harold Conolly, CBE (Chelmsford) (Chair- 
man of the Allied Societies’ Conference). Three 
vice-presidents to be appointed by the Council 


on July 3, 1956. 


Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer 


to be appointed by the Council on July 3, 
1956. 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
Dr. Ronald Bradbury, BA (Arch), MSc, 


AMTPI 
Brett, 


Hon. Lionel G. B. 
MA (Watlington, Oxford): Sir Hugh 
Casson, MA, RDI: J. Murray Easton; A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, MA. BArch, AMTPI (Bir- 
mingham): E axwell Fry, CBE: Professor 

. J. Gardner-Medwin, BArch, MTPI (Liver- 
poo]): Frederick Gibberd, CBE, MITPI;: 
Leonard C. Howitt, MArch, MTPI (Manches- 
ter): Arthur G. Ling, BA (Arch), MTPI 
(Coventry): Dr. J. Leslie Martin, MA; Pro- 
fessor Robert H. Matthew, CBE (Edinburgh): 
Edward D. Mills; Richard H. Sheppard: 
Professor Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA; 
Gordon T. Tait: Ralph Tubbs, OBE, AILA: 
and F. R. S. Yorke. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF 

W. A. Allen, BArch (Garston); 
Baines, AMTPI (Preston); Eric Bedford. CVO; 
D. E. E. Gibson, CBE, MA, AMTPI (Not- 
tingham); P. E. A. Johnson-Marshall, AMTPI: 
S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, CBE, BArch: 
Sergei Kadicigh: Tom Mellor, BArch, AMTPI 
(Lytham St. Annes); and John Cecil Stillman. 


LICENTIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCII 
Bernard H. Cox, FRICS: Gywn H. Morris 
(Coventry); and R. W. Toms (Bexleyheath). 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIE- 
TIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OR 
THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 
(1) Six Representatives from the Northern 
Province of England: Donald McIntyre (F) 
(Northern Architectural Association); Robert 
Mackison McNaught (F) (Manchester Socicty 
of Architects): Leslie William MacBryde 
Alexander, BArch, ARICS (A) (Liverpool 
Architectural Society); H. D. Priestman (F) 
(York and = East Yorkshire Architectural 
Society): Norman H. Fowler (F) (West York- 
shire Society of Architects); and H. B. S. 
Gibbs, MTPI (F) (Sheffield, South Yorkshire 
and District Society of Architects and Sur- 

veyors). 

(2) Five Representatives 
Province of England: WHerbert Jackson (F) 
(Birmingham and Five Counties Architectural 
Association): J. H. Lloyd Owen, BArch (F) 
(Leicestershire and Rutland Society of Archi- 
tects); A, . Wilson (F) (Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Association 
of Architects): W. Caparne Baldry (L) (Not- 
tingham, Derby and Lincoln Society of Archi- 
tects); and H. C. Boardman, MA (F) (East 
Anglian Society of Architects). 


(Liverpool); The 


a Il 
Grenfell 


from the Midland 


(3) Six Representatives from the Southern 
Province of England: C. F. J. Thurley (F) 
(Devon and Cornwall Society of Architects): 


Nelson Meredith (F) (Wessex Federal 
Society of Architects); E. Steward Smith (F) 
(Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Associa- 
tion); P. McG. Corsar (F) (Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Architectural Association); P. V. E. 
Mauger (F) (Essex, Cambridge and Hertford- 
Shire Society of Architects): and R. Duncan 
Scott (F) (South-Eastern Society of Architects). 

(4) Four Representatives of Allied Societies 
in Scotland: nominated by the Council of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 
To be appointed. 
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(5) One Representative of Allied Societies in 
Wales: W. Stephen Thomas (A) (South Wales 
Institute of Architects). 

(6) Two Representatives of Allied Societies 
in Ireland: W. H. D. McCormick (A) (Royal 
eo of the Architects of Ireland); and 
. D. McCutcheon (L) (Royal Society of Ulster 
pte Sco 


REPRESENTATIVES OF SOCIETIES IN 
ALLIANCE WITH THE ROYAL 
INSTITUTE OVERSEAS 
A. J. C. Paine, FRAIC (F), the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada (representa- 
tive in the UK, Thomas E. Scott, CBE (F)); 
Jack Ian King (F), New Zealand Institute of 
Architects (representative in the UK, R. H. 
Uren (F): J. J. O. Orven (A), The Institute of 
South African Architects (representative in the 
UK, Michae! T. Waterhouse, CBE (F)); and 
G. B. Mhatre (F), the Indian Institute of 
Architects (representative in the UK, Stuart 
Bentley (F), AMTPI). (Appointments yet to 
be made for the Royal Australian Institute of 

Architects). 


OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 

Representative of the Architectural Associa- 
tion (London): Gontran I. Goulden, TD (A). 

Representative of the Association of Building 
Technicians: Kenneth J. Campbell (A). 

Chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education: E. Enthoven (F). 

Chairman of the RIBA_ Registration Com- 
mittee: Howard V. Lobb, CBE (F). 

Two Representatives of the RIBA_ Salaried 
and Offic ial , Architects’ Committee: To be ap- 
pointed. 

Chairman of the RIBA 
ference: Harold Conolly, 


Allied Societies’ Con 
CBE (Chelmsford). 


RICS 
Final Evamination Results 


PPPHE following candidates have satisfied 
the examiners in the final examinations 

of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors: 

HOUSING MANAGEMENT SECTION 

B. P. Barry, M. L. Harley, J. Melvin and 
L. 0. Smith. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY 

SECTION 
W. smith, E. £. 


PLANNING 


G. Jones, C. Taylor, F. N. 


Taylor. 
BUILDING SURVEYING SECTION 

H. T. Alderman, D. W. J. Arkinstall, A. C. 
Axtmann, J. F. Bacon, J. M. Basford, E. V. 
Binns, C. A. Branigan, G. Brown, R. Bruce, 
G. E. Buckingham, L. Burbidge and P. J. EF 
Burrows. 

D. Cole, K. W. Cotterill, B. W. Davenport, 
P. Delgoffe, A. J. Denslow, E. P. Deung, J. R 
Draper, D. W. Dunn, D. H. ek W. G. 
Evans, A. S. Finch, B. J. Gandy, C — Gimson, 
J. L. Gouldstone, D. R. Haydon, L. Heaven, 
R. R. Hills, B. R. Hollands, K. Bacto FS. 
Hudson, W. N. Hudson, G. W. Jacob, G. R. 
“— n. E Jones and W. E. Jones. 

ee Kendall, Db. G. King, R. C. Kine, F. 
cae L. R. Lamplugh, W. S. Lewis, K. A. 
Lock, R. Maslin, D. D. Morgan, A. S. 
Moyes, D. G. Munyard, D. G. Newport, 
E. St. J. Nicholson, R. A. Paterson, G. E. 
Pilcher, ‘D.C. Pitcher, L. 1. Plaikner, D: VY. 
Poole, S. G. Povall and R. F. Purvis. 

s. L. Quine, F.'P. Roe. 'G. F. Royall; D. A. 


Bawyer, ©. A. Sears, CC. 4. 
Springett, M. I. Thornton, P. 
Walton. G. C. R. Wheeler, 

M. J. Wood. 


snore, J. BD. 
Walker, M. J. 
J. B. Whitcutt and 


QUANTITY SURVEYING SECTION 

L. A. Abbotts, J. Abrahams, G. D. Adams, 
J. E. Adams, G. E. Aldous, A. L. Allsford, 
A. Amos, J. A. . Anderson, O. Andrews, 
ae ee if , S. Andrews, D. P. Appleby, 

A. Ashley, P. R. G. Aslett, P. A. Auer and 
D. W. G. pA 

G. J. Bailey, D. A. Baldwin, J. B. Bampton, 
F. J. L. Banner, J. K. Barrett, C. R. Batten, 


J. H. Baylis, G. K. Beale, C. 
Bennett, K. Bigge, P. 
Braby, J. H. Bradshaw, M. Braithwaite, C. C. 
Brearley, (arics), J. N. Broomfield, K. S. 
Browes, M. S. Bryan, J. A. Bryden, R. D. Budd, 
N. I. Burnard, W. D. Burns, K. W. Busby and 
H. E. Butler. 


A. Beard, R. S. 
A. Boultwood, D. P. 
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J. H. Cameron, D. M. Cato; J. J, C. Challis 
N. D. Chandler, G. Chivas, G. ae R 
Clarke, T. Clements, F. G. Coates, G Co 
A. B.' Collier, A. 'G.” Cox, P. Crawley 
Crosbie-Hill, M. A. Cross, G. D. Crow, 0, k 
Cunningham, R. J. Dallow, J. L,. Dalton 

. W. G. Dampier, J. B. Davies, C. iy 
J. & a 


Dickinson, J. C. Diebcl, J. E. Driver 


P. S. du Bosky and T. W. Duckworth. 





D. Eaton, G. N. Edwards, G. Elliott, R. J 
Elliott, R. V. Elliott, B. J. Ellis, J. ¢ Bi. 
D. J. Endacott, B. G. Evans, P. A. Every 
D. E. G. Faragher, A. Farino, D. J. Fartoy 
C. J. J. Feron, R. Fettis, J. E. Fildes, A.J 
Findlay, C. P. Flack, R. G. W. Forde, D. A 
Foreman, M. J. Foster, V. J. Foster, M. p 
Francies and R. A. Fuller. 

L. W. Gardiner Bg va R. .: Garner 
H. E. Y. Garrard, F: Garrison, *. Garton 
R. M. Gay, R. J. jae K. & Git P. 
Glasper, A. Goater, G. F. Golding, W. Go 
R. G. Granger, P. J. Gray, B. Green J, ( 
Greenlees and D. J. Griffin. 

S. Hall, R. J. Hamill, O. Hannam, D, | 


Hanson, E. E. C. 
Hartley, J. F. 
Hawkins, H. 

Haynes, L. E. 
Herbert, D. J. 


Harling, J. N. Hart, C. A 
Hawes, P. R. Hawkes, L. R 
Haworth, H. W. P. Hay, A, J 
Heath, J. J. V. Hefford, R. ( 
Higgs, F. R. Hignell, H. J. Hills 


H. J. Hockett, H. L. Holmes-Dallimore, D, | 
Hook, D. Hornsey, L. J. Horton, E. J. Hosking 
K. W. Hudson, M. A. Hukin, J. E. Hum 
D. P. Hunt (Miss), T. W. Hunter and W, p 
Hyde. 

G. B. Ibbott, H. D. Ixer, M. . Jakeman 
I. J. Jenkins, A. F. Jennings, R. Johnson 
A. R. W. Jones, J. T. Jones, R. at R.R.R 


Katis, B. J. Keeling, R. a. B. Kemp, J. A 
Kerr, R. Kershaw, M. Kevany, A. A. Kille 
G. R. King, M. E. Kine. R. J. King, L.R 
Kinsler, A. B. Knight and T. Kosmider. 

“ WwW. t .% J. A. Lateulere, E. M. Laverty 
G. Lee, A. Lees, N. Lightfoot, A. P. Litch- 
fic id, B.G. i J. H. Lloyd, J. Lownsbrough 
I. B. Lowther and G. D. Lucas. 

J. D. MacKinnon, B. P. McCallum, T. A 
ag arthy, €. i McLagan, J. H. Machell 

B. Mackay, H. _ illett, D. G. Manning 
PE ag Manuel, r ip . Martin, J. W. Martin 


iG. cage Ay Mz on G. J. Masters, B. J. ¢ 
Mather, May, Mayer, V. J. Mendoza 
N.C. IL: Miller x. NX ‘Mills, B. Mitchell, J. M 
Mitchell, J. S. P. Mitchell, A. J. Morley, A. R 
Morton, T. E. Moverley, S. S. Muth and D. J 
yers. 
R. L. Natt, M. J. Needham, D. Neil, G. M 


Newell, S. H. Newham J. M. Nicholson, J. G 
Nimmo, C. R. M. Norris, F. M. North, J 
North, E. J. Northern, P. Norveil, R. C. H 


Nother, P. Nunan, E. S. B. Oaten, F. G 


Oldfield, C. B. Orton, L. Orton, D. J. Osborne 
and F. Owen. 

A. F. Page, H. E. Panton, J. E. Parkhouse 
R. E. F. Parkin, D. Patterson, K. Payne, R. D 
Pealing, N. F. Pearce, T. C. Perks, H. E. Perry 
1. G. A. Peters, A. J. P. Phillips, D. S. Pick 
ford, R. H. Place, A. J. Pozzy, S. G. Price 
P. W. R. Pumfrey, A. C. Putt, N. H. Pyme 


and K. J. Pyne. 


J. W. Rayson, P. H. R. J. Rendell 


Reeve, 


S. Reucroft, D. J. Rhodes, W. P. Ridgeway 
D. T. Rigden, B. P. Rix, C. S. Robinson 
D. Rogers, P. M. Rowan (Mrs.), F. W 
rere J. B. Russell and J. H. Ryder. 

. A. Sams, A. J. a is, J. D. Saxton, B. J 
eo. J. A. Scully, J. Selby, E. R. Shaw 
M. Shaw, P. R. am R. A. Simmonds 
S. A. Skinner, C. G. Skipper, E.R. Skoyles 
C. R. Slater, B. A. Smith, G. M. Smith, R. S$ 
Smith, T. Smith, W. A. Smith, P. J. E. Sor 


A. J. Spurling, D. A. Stevens, E. Stevens, J0 
Stevenson, G. D. Stewart, A. Stirling, A. D 
Stock, A. W. Stockbridge, T. F. R. Stockwell 
A. Stone, D. H. Stone, M. Stoppi, D. | 
Strachar, P. J. Summerhayes and G. S. Surtees 
D. E. Taylor, H. J. Taylor, J. M._ Taylor 
M. B. Taylor, S. Taylor, A. A. V. Thomas 
fe V. Thomas, I. S. Thompson, R. D. Thorne 
D. Townsley, R. G. Toy, C. P. Travis, C. 
ati H. F. Tunbridge, B. J. Turner, D. M 
Turpin, P. J. Twyford, R. J. Underwood, A. M 


Vale, E. B. Van Loock, R. H. Venus and + 
Voltzeniogel. 

= i Ward, P.-E. F. wand, W. E. Ward 
Wardman, J. G. Watters, R. Westbroot 


K. W. Westwood, A. W. Wheeler, a av J 
Whife. D. F. Whitaker, A. T. White, J. P. K 
Whitchead, B. W. Widger, I. Widlake, C. K 
Wiggs, C. Wilcox, J. G. Williams, P. J. Williams 


Pd. Williams, G. R. Wiltshire, P. J. Wood 
ig Worth, sf Wotton, C. J. Wigglesworth 
oF. cha hy E. J. Wright and J. C. Youns 
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W. Marin QUEEN’S BUILDING, London Airport 
: Mendozi ; 
shell, J. M : 
rley, A. R 
ae Architect : FREDERICK GIBBERD, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI 
veil, G. M 
Ison, J. G Partner in charge : R. J. DOUBLE, ARIBA 

North, J 
= : issociate architect : J. W. GRIMES, ARIBA 
J. Osborn 

Consultants : 

Parkhouse : 
yne, R. D Structural : SIR WILLIAM HALCROW & PARTNERS 
ee ty 
Ss. Pick. Heating and Ventilating : G. HW. BUCKLE & PARTNERS 

+ rice 
tg bm Electrical | EWBANK & PARTNERS 
J. Rendell Quantity surveyors : FRANKLIN: & ANDREWS 
Ridgeway “9 
Robinson 
); FF. W 
yder. 
i Builders : TAYLOR WOODROW, Ltd. 

. ohaw 
Simmonds 
.. Skoyles 
vith, R.S 
. E. Sore i ee - - , , 
mee HIS building occupies the eastern corner of the diamond-shaped area known as the central terminal 
. Ss area and is at present flanked on the south with the south east face passenger building and in 
Stockwel ; ‘ Pp . cies F Pp ‘ S 
a E. | future will have the north east face passenger building on the north. The segmental shape of the 
. Surtees aes ; rei . ne ; ; ; is 
A. Taylor building was dictated by the area remaining. The building is centrally placeé both for the aircraft 
», ome crews and the operation staff of the airlines, as well as for the general public, fer which it is the main 
wis, C.F entrance to the spectators’ roofs. | 


Responsibility for construction : DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WORKS, Air Ministry 
‘ 


and R. | The Queen’s Building fulfils two major purposes: First, the handling of aircraft operations and crew, 
E. Ward. | which includes—Aircraft and crew clearance, including Customs examination; aircraft load control; 


a | meteorological forecasting; flight planning and crew briefing; restaurants, snackg bars and lounges for 
ee crews. The circulation of the crews is kept entirely separate from the genera public. Secondly, it 
Williams provides the main entrance for the public, giving access to the roof gardens of all Huildings, together with 
Be an exhibition hall, General Post Office, news cinema, grill room and buffets. The airside eastern face 
*. Young 
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of the building follows the curve of the apron and 
commands an excellent view of the aircraft standing 
and the airfield. 

On the landside, facing west, is the main public 
entrance, giving direct access to the first floor, with 
two crew entrances, one on each side of the building. 
With the exception of the public entrance, cinema and 
Post Office, the whole of the ground floor is devoted 
to the operation side dealing with crews, and includes 
the flight planning and briefing rooms, companies’ 
operational offices and crew Customs. The crew 
dining snack bars and rest rooms are on the first floor. 


The grouping of the crew accommodation with 
access to the aprons and their aircraft through the 
Customs hall is designed to facilitate the manifold 
tasks which the crew have to carry out in collaboration 
with the operations staff of their companies before 
every flight. 

The first floor consists of a central block containing 
the exhibition hall which leads to the grill room and 
snack bar on the curved face of the apex and two side 
wings which are planned as airline offices. 

The second floor of the centre block accommodates 
the main kitchen and further airline offices. The whole 
of the roofs are planned as gardens or terraces for 
spectators at various levels overlooking the airfield. 


The single storey segmental area on the south side 
of the central core is planned as suites of offices for the 
meteorological forecasting with inter-connecting briefing 
rooms and for navigational and signals briefing for 
the crews. 


The corresponding segmental area on the north side 
is planned as airlines operations offices, where flights 
are planned, crews receive their orders and control is 
exercised over the load to be carried on each departing 
flight; and where the “ ships’ papers” are prepared. 
This area contains a specially constructed section 
where the main operating companies control the 
operations of their large fleets of aircraft. 






































Cross-section through grill room 


QUEEN’S 
BUILDING, 
London Airport 





View of the rest garden on the roof 
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The accommodation for the public has been designed 
to be entirely separate from the operational side of the 
building. The entrance hall has the news cinema on the 
north side and the entrance to the main airport Post 
Office on the south side, with the main staircase leading 
to the exhibition hall straight ahead. 

The news cinema is fitted with a screen which can be 
adapted to suit wide lens projection. Off the cinema 
foyer is a small lecture theatre for both public and crew 
training lectures; it is fitted with a special platform and 
combined blackboard and lantern screen. 

The Post Office is divided into two sections: one for 
the general public and the other for airport and airline 
staff. The whole unit is planned with a complete sorting 
office at the rear. 

The exhibition hall has been planned so that all the 
public entering the building will pass through on their 
way to either the grill room, private dining rooms or 
to the spectators’ roofs. One long wall is of glass, 
overlooking a roof garden, and the opposite wall is 
recessed and panelled with a dark green woven fabric. 
At the end of the hall the circulation is divided into 
two, with the public wishing to proceed to the roofs 
passing to the left through pay barriers and the public 
wishing to enter the restaurant passing to the right. It 
is in this hall that the inauguration ceremony was 
performed by Her Majesty the Queen. 

The restaurant occupies the southern half of the 
sweeping bow front on the airside elevation of the 
eastern apex building. 

The tables are arranged on a series of four tiers which 
will enable all diners to have a clear view of the activity 
related to the arrival and departure of aircraft on the 
main standings. The main window is specially shaped 
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External view of the grill room window 
constructed in aluminium patent glazing 


to prevent reflection and to give a view of the sky in 
exactly the same way as the control room at the top 
of the control tewer. 

Adjacent to the restaurant and off the entrance foyer 
is a series of dining rooms for official and private 
parties. The rooms occupy the same elevation of the 
building and have the same large studio-type windews. 

The restaurant and private dining rooms are air 
conditioned *hroughout, which includes cooling in 
summer. 

The snack bar is accessible to the spectators from 
the exhibiticn hall and occupies the northern section 
of the main bow window, as provided in the grill room 
and private dining rocms, and gives the same splendid 
view of the aircraft. From the snack bar there is 
direct access on to the roof terraces. 

The rocfs are designed as a series of gardens and 
terraces a‘ different levels from which spectators have 
a panoramic view of the terminal aprons, and of the 
airfield as a whole. 

The rcof is connected with the south east passenger 
building rocf by an 80 ft. span bridge and there will te 
a similer bridge connecting the north east passenger 
building when this is built in a few years’ time. On 
the third floor level is a covered children’s playground. 

The south side of the centre block at first floor level 
is entirely taken up with a series of restaurants and 
snack bars for the crews. The captains have their 
own !ounge bar and restaurant, and the crew lavatory 
accommodation, which is nearby, includes showers. 

Tke north and south wings, together with part of the 
second floor, are used as offices for the airline com- 
pan:es. 
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The grill room 
showing dining recesses 


General view of the 
crush hall 
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The exhibition hall with roof 
admission kiosks in the foreground 


QUEEN’S BUILDING, 


Sub-contractors and suppliers: 


Painting, J. and B. Abbott (Contractors), Ltd. : metal 
windows and cladding to bridges and ramps, Aygee, Ltd. : 
removable metal partitions, Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd. ; 
Terrazzo pavings and partitions, etc., Art Pavements and 
Decorations, Ltd. ; special joinery, D. Burkle and Son, Ltd. ; 
heating, ventilating and plumbing, Z. D. Berry and Sons, Ltd. : 
mild steel walkways, Bookham Engineering Co., Ltd. ; spherical 
dome lights, British Challenge Glazing Co. : joinery, Builders’ 
Supply Co. (Hayes), Ltd. ; commemorative panel, Mr. Ralph 
Beyer : safe and strong room door, Chatwood Safe and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd. ; precast concrete floors and roofs, Concrete, 
Ltd. ; pre-cast grano treads and landings, reconstructed stone fac- 
ing slabs, Cooper, Wettern and Co., Ltd.: tiling to screen wall in 
crush hall, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd. ; fibreboard sus- 
pended ceilings, acoustic tile suspended ceilings and wall linings, 
John Dale, Ltd. : fireproof panels, Durasteel, Ltd. ; sheet 
metal hopper screens, W. H. Earley, Ltd. ; flag poles, royal 
dais and canvas awnings for Royal visit, John Edgington and 
Co., Ltd. ; expanded metal suspended ceilings, Expanded Meta! 
Co.;. Lad. special joinery, Eustace and Partners, | Ltd.: 
electrical installation, Electrical Installations, Ltd. ; fibrous 
plaster work, David Esdaile and Co., Ltd.: kitchen equipment, 
Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd. ; asphalt, Faldo Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, J. S. and F. Folkard (London), Ltd. ; composi- 
tion block flooring, Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd. : iron- 
mongery—special handrails and balustrading, James Gibbons, 
Ltd. ; entrance canopy—external handrails and balustrades 


The lecture theatre 


London Airport 


Grundy Arnatt, Ltd. : double glazed Carda windows, Holcon, 
Ltd. : perspex nameplates, Hill Bros. (Service), Ltd. ; mirrors, 
James, Clark and Eaton, Ltd. ; telephone ducting, Key Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd. ; “ Lenscrete ” roof lights, J. A. King and Co., 
Ltd. ; pneumatic tube system, Lamson Engineering Co., Ltd. : 
lifts, Marryat and Scott, Ltd. ; grill room dining booths, Mines 
and West, Ltd.; handrails and balustrades, Light Steelwork 
(1925), Ltd. : built-up felt roofing—waterproof paving 
Permanite, Ltd. ; faience wall tiling, Parkinsons (Wall Tiling), 
Ltd. : insulation of concrete floors and brick walls, Expanded 
Rubber Co., Ltd. (Onazote insulation) : glazed faience exterior 
tiling, S. G. B. (Dudley), Ltd. ; roller shutters, Shutter Con- 
tractors, Ltd. ; external plumbing, J. H. Shouksmith and Sons, 
Lid. ; cork tile pavings and thermoplastic tile pavings, Semtex, 
Ltd. : sprayed asbestos finish, Turners Asbestos Co., Ltd. ; 
stone pavings and marble linings, Nine Elms Stone Masonry 
Works : metal windows—patent glazing—Williams and Wil- 
liams, Ltd. ; roof garden work, Winkfield Manor Nurseries : 
metal louvred ventilators, Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd. : 
holoplast partitions, Denny, Mott and Dickson, Ltd. : _ lino- 
leum floor covering, Inlaid Rubolin Flooring, Ltd. ; flush 
doors, Leaderflush, Ltd. : bronze skirtings and neckings, 
H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd. : plastering, Alan Milne, Ltd. : 
grill room and dining room Geo. Parnall and 
Co., Ltd. ; Terrazzo and limestone paving, A. Quiligotti and 
Co., Ltd. ; Signwriting, Regina Studios, Ltd. ; facing bricks, 
J. H. Sankey and Sons, Ltd. ; steelwork, Redpath, Brown and 
Co., Ltd. ; foundations, Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. ; 
responsibility for furnishing, Ministry of Works. 


special joinery 
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NEW PARK, SHOREDITCH 


Architect: R. LYELL THORPE, 
ARIBA, AMPTI, AILA 


HE first five acres of a projected 25-acre park at 
Shoreditch was opened by Mr. Edwin Bayliss, 
Chairman of the LCC Parks Committee, on Wednesday, 
June 20. The opening ceremony was a particularly happy 
occasion as the people of Shoreditch were invited to 
attend; some two or three hundred men, women and 
particularly children were there to hear the ceremony. 
The main contractors were Gilliam and Co., Ltd. 
% The whole project, which will take some years to 
: complete, will contain all the facilities required for a 
recreational centre; the first part forms an oasis in a 
wilderness of high-density housing. There is a circular 
podium on the base of an old gasometer which will act as 
the stage for entertainments, in the centre of which is a 
flag-staff supporting a gay canvas awning. There is a glade 
in the partially filled-in canal (Haggerston Basin), and the 
whole area has a reasonable proportion of paved areas. 
It is interesting to note that all the soil on the site had to be 
brought in after great excavations had removed found#- 
tions and the maze of gas pipes that were there. The main 
entrance contains adequate public lavatories. Dovecote and refreshment kiosk. 
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Loggia and pergola. The Pink Terrace. Band Shelter. 
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. a 
EDWIN R. CHILTON, FRIBA, Architect. T. E. TAYLOR & SONS, Builders of tl 
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HE illustrations and plans show the conversion of two ; 
rural cottages into one dwelling. By present-day Dim 
standards the existing cottages were unfit for occupation, Lc 
and were steadily falling into disrepair. The site is in an Har 
attractive Oxfordshire village where the greater number of t 
of buildings had been built in North Oxfordshire building Asso 
stone from Hornton. Some of the existing houses in this Roy: 
village have been listed under Section 30 of the Town and occa 
Country Planning Act. HM 
chait 
tribu 
movi 
Dun 
Loca 


The stone used upon the restoration was local, the 
men employed were local, and an existing building site 
within the village was utilised. Grey concrete tiles were 
used on the roof, the chimney stacks were built with 
sand-lime bricks to match the local stonework; and the 
windows are standard metal fixed to purpose-made heads MP. 
and cills of Hornton stone. G i 
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News of the Week 


perth City Centre 
[HE architectural competition for 
plans for new develepment in the City 
Centre, Perth, Scotland, has been won 
by Mr. R. E. G. Milier, ARIBA, and Mr. 
H. G. West, StudRIBA, of Glasgow. The 
competition, open to architects practising 
in Scotland, was assessed by Mr. R. J. 
Naismith, ARIBA, MTPI, and the pro- 
moters were Perth Town Council. The 
winners gain a premium of £450. 


RIBA Bronze Medal 


Tue York and East Yorkshire Archi- 
tectural Society has arranged that the 
award of the RIBA Bronze Medal to Mr. 
1. P. Taylor, FRIBA, will take place on 
June 30 at the Cecil Cinema, Hull. The 
award is made for a building of ex- 
ceptional merit built in the Society’s area 
during the three-year 
December 31, 1955. Mr. Taylor, of 
Messrs. Gelder and Kitchen, designed the 


period ending : 


cinema in association with Mr. A. K.' 


Bray and Mr. J. R. Hobson, ARIBA. 
Professor Corfiato Honoured 


ProrFEssoR H. O. CorFiaTo, FRIBA, 


has been made a member of the Livery 
of the Worshipful Company of Masons 
of London, and also a Freeman of the 
City of London. 


Dinner to Mr. F. J. Osborn 


LorD SALTER, president, and _ Sir 
Harold Bellman, chairman of the council 
of the Town and Country Planning 
Association are organising a dinner at the 
Royal Festival Hall on July 10, on the 
occasion of the knighthood conferred by 
HM the Queen upon Mr. F. J. Osborn, 
chairman of the executive. Those paying 
tribute to Mr. Osborn’s work for the 
movement at the dinner will include Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, Mr, Herbert Mozrri- 
son, CH, MP, Mr. Clement Davies, QC, 
MP, Sir Thomas Bennett, KBE, and Mr. 
G. McAlister. Details from the TCPA, 
28, King-street, Covent Garden, WC2. 


Cement Price Increase 


THE Cement Makers’ Federation 
announced on June 26 that the price of 
Portland Cement would be increased by 
3s, a ton from July 1. The announcement 
added that, in view of recent statements 
that present coal and electricity prices 
would be maintained well into 1957, the 
new prices of cement would not be in- 
creased for at least 12 months “ snless 
something quite unexpected and ex- 
ceptional happens.” 


Gothic in Australia 


AUSTRALIA would not be the first 
country at which a clerk of works, 
experienced in Gothic work, would look 
if he were considering emigrating. Yet 
Australia does at present provide such 
Opportunity, in the form of a Roman 
Catholic Cathedral whose completion is 
being held up pending the appointment 
of a clerk of works-Superintendent. The 
architects in charge are a firm of high 
repute in Australia, the post is well paid 
and the work interesting in the extreme. 
Further details are advertised. 
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NEW OFFICES FOR INLAND REVENUE.—A perspective of the £130,000 
block of offices, to be mainly occupied by the Inland Revenue, now being built at 


Newington Causeway, Southwark. 
development scheme. 


The site adjoins the Elephant and Castle re- 
The building was designed by Mr. K. W. Bland, ARIBA, 
chief architect of Wates Ltd., who are carrying out the construction work. 


The 


consulting engineer is Mr. W. V. Zinn, and the consultants for engineering services 
are Donald Rudd and Partners. 





New Offices 

A SMALL PARTY was given on Monday 
night by Mr. Clifford Culpin, FRIBA, 
and his partner, Mr. W. W. Ryder, 
ARIBA, to mark their removal to new 
offices at 39, Doughty-street, WCl. The 
partners, with Mrs. Culpin and Mrs. 
Dyke, received their guests (who included 
the President of the RIBA and Mrs. 
Aslin) in offices which have been delight- 
fully remodelled from this old house. 
May continued good fortune attend 
them! 


Professional Announcements 


The entrance to the premises of Messrs. 
WEsTWooD, SONS AND HarRIson, FF.RIBA, 
will be in future from 19, Broadstone-pl., instead 
of 46, Baker-st., and the address will therefore 
be 19, Broadstone-pl., Baker-st., W1. 


Messrs. Davis, BELFIELD AND EVEREST, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have opened an 


office at 29, Cabinet Chambers, Lower 
Basinghall-st., Leeds 1 (Tel.: Leeds 2-9318), 
and will be pleased to receive trade catalogues 


The offices of Messrs. WooD AND WEIR, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have been trans- 








COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JULY 2 
METROPOLITAN PUBLIC GARDENS ASSOCIATION. 
—Conference, to be addressed by Sir George 
Pepler. RIBA, 66, Portland-pl., Wl. 3 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JULY 3 
AGNEW’S GALLERY.—Exhibition of 
drawings by Pietro Annigoni: “A 
Sketch Book.” 43, 
9.30 a.m.—5.30 p.m. 
British Woop PRESERVING ASSOCIATION.— 
1956 Convention at Cambridge. July 3 to 6. 
FRIDAY, JULY 6 
ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.—— 
“Problems of London’s Roads” symposium. 
Building Centre, Store-st., WC1. 7.0 p.m. 


recent 
Spanish 
Old Bond-st., WI. 


ferred to 5, Wigmore-st., Cavendish-sq., W1 
(Tel.: Langham 4617.) 

MEssrs. THURGOOD, SON AND CHIDGEY, 
chartered quantity surveyors, of No. 2, Broad- 
st. Buildings, Liverpool-st., London, EC2, have 
taken into partnership Mr. M. J. E. Fucue, 
ARICS, and Mr. D. J. Barton, ARICS, 
formerly practising as Fuche and Barton, as 
from July 1. They have also taken into part- 
nership, in respect of their Ipswich office, Mr. 
R. C. Gipson, ARICS, as from July 1. The 
style and address of the firm will remain un- 
changed. 

Messrs. V. B. JOHNSON AND PARTNERS, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have moved to 
Leet-ct., King-st., Watford, Herts. (Tele.: 
Watford 7236/7.) 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, June 28, 1856 


THE STATE OF ARCHITECTURE ON THE 
LUNAR SuRFACE.—Though negative in 
their results, the observations already 
made by Lord Rosse with his great new 
telescope are interesting. His Lordship 
assures us that every object on the sur- 
face of the moon 100 feet in height is 
now distinctly visible, and under favour- 
able circumstances even objects 60 feet 
in height. Rocks and stones innumerable 
are seen, but no architecture—no build- 
ing, although such a single structure as 
Somerset House, for instance, ought to 
be distinctly visible... .all seems desolate. 
But the earth, too, has its desert wastes. 
Can it be, that what we do see of the 
lunar surface is but its desert districts, 
while what we do not see is not unlike 
the face of our own planet elsewhere than 
in its solitary districts?....The ex- 
terior hemisphere, invisible from us, 
might for all that be full of life, vegetable 
and animal, though subject to laws very 
different from those which prevail upon 
the surface of the earth, at least in its 
temperate and tropical regions. 
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CENTRAL SCHOOL 
OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 
Diplomas Presented to Students 


ITH representatives from five con- 
tinents present in the gathering, Sir 
David Eccles, Minister of Education, pre- 
sented diplomas on June 20 to students at 
the LCC Central School of Arts and Crafts. 
Mr. R. McKINNON Woop, OBE, MA, 
FRAeS, the chairman of the governors, 
welcomed the Minister to the gathering. 

The Principal of the School, Mr. William 
Johnstone, OBE, DA (Edin), gave a brief 
account of the successes of the students 
who have left the school and have gone 
into many branches of industry and com- 
merce. 

Sir Davip Eccies then addressed the 
gathering, and said that we were not draw- 
ing in our horns in art, but pushing back 
a frontier. Continuing, he mentioned the 
fact that many people had believed in “ art 
for art’s sake.” However, in a vigorous 
school there had to be a link with the 
market. Talking on public taste, he said 
he believed that it was in the homes and 
schools that people first acquired some 
idea of good taste, and it was in the schools 
that the taxpayers’ money should be used 
to provide a background for that taste. 
There would not be any cut in expenditure 
on things in schools that created good 
taste. 

He then presented diplomas to the fol- 
lowing students :— 

Mural Painting. — Hamidur 
(Pakistan). 

Publicity ——Denbie Cobcroft (New Zea- 
land), J. Sutherland-Hawes (London), Peter 
Eliastam (South Africa), Madhar Ghate 
(Bombay), Brian Shuel (Wicklow, Ireland), 
and *Peter Pearce (London). 

Illustration—* Shirley Schalit (London), 
lan Weekley (London), Gillian Maclaren 
(Salisbury), Christine Gillan (Birmingham), 
and Vinayak Pandya (India). 

Interior Design—Ann Hawkins (Ipswich) 
and *Harold Waitz (Southend). 

Furniture —Carol Pym (London), *David 


Rahman 


Briggs (Totnes, Devon), *Christopher 
Whaite (London), and Olga Martin 
(Madrid). 

Pottery —Peter Roberts Volk (Derby), 
and Bashab Barua (Assam). 
Textiles—*Pamela  Brims_ (Australia), 


*Wanda Wistrich (Poland), and Margaret 
Ratcliffe (Cambridge). 

Theatre «nd Costume.—Leontian Van 
Beurden (Holland), *David Jones (Stock- 
port), *Jane Graham (London), Ann Shel- 
ley (Wolverhampton), Dian Montgomery 
(Perth), and *David Walker (Twickenham). 

Silver and Jewellery—*Paul Anderson 
(Epsom) and *Robert Johnston (Glasgow). 


Industrial Design— David Brunton 
(Chingford, Essex), Peter Frugtniet 
(Colombo), Paul Jackson (Harpenden, 
Herts), *David Stephenson (Camberley, 


Surrey), and Hamant Vyas (Uganda). 

Mrs. MARGARET COLE, chairman of the 
Further Education Sub-Committee of the 
LCC, in an amusing way, proposed a vote 
of thanks to Sir David. 

At the end of the ceremony a box made 
from various woods was presented to Sir 
David, and Lady Eccles was presented with 
a brooch, both being made at the school 
and presented by students. A very inter- 
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esting exhibition of students’ work was held 
at the school showing products from the 
departments. 

* Indicates distinction. 


MIDDLESEX 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Approval with Modifications 


MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 

Housing and Local Government, has 
approved with modifications the County of 
Middlesex Development Plan. Middlesex is 
one of the largest continuously built-up 
areas covered by any county plan in the 
country, and Mr. Sandys has _ congratu- 
lated the county council on their plan. His 
decision follows the examination of over 
7,500 objections to particular proposals in 
the plan which were heard at a_ public 
inquiry lasting nearly four months. Many 
modifications have been made at the request 
of the county council to meet individual 
objections. In addition, over 300 modifica- 
tions have been made by the Minister. 
Below are points from the Minister’s letter 
announcing his decison: 

Industry.—The main planning problems 
in Middlesex arise from congestion and over- 
population, in view of which the Minister 
is glad that it is the county council’s policy 
to prevent any increase in the volume of 
industry, and that they recognise the need 
for some industry to move out of the 
county. In the light of this, the Minister 
has re-allocated 209 acres which were pro- 
posed as additional land for industry. 
They will now be used for purposes which 
reflect the predominating existing use. The 
county council are invited to consider 
seriously the possibilities of acquiring by 
agreement vacated factory premises of firms 
which either move out of Middlesex or move 
from a residential area to an industrial area 
inside the county. 

Business.—It is important to restrict the 
amount of employment in the congested 
part of Greater London. The Minister hopes 
that some business concerns will be per- 
suaded to establish offices in the outer areas 
of the county. 

Housing.—Because of the housing shortage 
in the county the Minister has inserted a 
provision in the plan that planning permis- 
sion will not normally be given to change 
the use of residential property which can 
still be used for housing. The Minister has 
deleted from the plan substantial areas ear- 
marked for housing redevelopment where 
it seems to him that redevelopment is un- 
likely to take place during the period of 
the plan. 

Green Belt.—Welcoming the county coun- 
cil’s policy of preserving the Metropolitan 
Green Belt, the Minister has approved their 
detailed proposals with only very minor 
modifications. 

Roads.—The_ Ruislip-Northwood section 
of the “D-ring road” has been omitted 
from the plan, as also has the section south 
of the proposed “Exeter Radial” road. 
The Minister has approved the general line 
of the “South Wales Radial ” road. 


Liverpool Appointment 

Mr. J. W. Boppy, ARIBA, AMTPI, Prin- 
cipal Housing Architect at Birmingham, has 
been appointed Deputy Director of Housing 
at Liverpool. 
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OBITUARY 


J. M. Sheppard, FRIBA 


ANY architects and others associated 

with the building industry will remem. 
ber with esteem and affection John Mor. 
timer Sheppard who died at his home a 
Warnham, Sussex, on June 21, at the age 
of 76 (writes Mr. E. C. Harris, FRICS), 
Educated at Cranleigh, he was articled to 
the late Langford Cole, passing into the 
office of Frank Verity, where he was 
contemporary of Sir A. E. Richardson, 
PRA, and thence with the architect's office 
of the old Great Western Railway. He left 
to become architectural assistant to Messrs, 
Charles Bidwell and Sons, of Cambridge, 
and commenced independent practice jp 
1911. 

His early years followed the pattern of 
most young architects who have to rely on 
their own merits for success but eventually 
he won—in conjunction with the late Carter 
Pegg—a competition for the new mental 
colony at Meanwood for the Leeds Cor- 
poration and thereafter concentrated on this 
very specialised type of work. Among the 
projects for which he was responsible are 
Botley’s Park, Chertsey; Hill End, Hertford- 
shire; and the Foundling Hospital Schools 
at Berkhamsted. In 1932 he was joined in 
partnership by Mr. W. B. Steadman and 
Mr. Irwin Smith, and with them he carried 
out extensive additions to hospitals at 
Knowle and Park Prewett, Hampshire, and 
the new hospital at Tatchbury Mount, and 
in 1937 they together won the open compe- 
tition for an important mental hospital and 
colony at Ormskirk, Lancashire: but the 
war prevented this scheme from proceeding. 

By this time he was the recognised auth- 
ority on the planning and design of mental 
institutions. Ill health caused his retirement 
in 1946, but he will be remembered by all 
who knew and worked with him for his 
patience and conscientious attention to de- 
tail and, above all, for his unfailing cour- 
tesy and kindness. 


Alfred Dowling 

THE DEATH has occurred at his home at 
St. Andrew’s Park, Bristol, of Mr. Alfred 
Dowling, a past-president of the South- 
Western Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers and of the Bristol Association. He 
was 92, and was a former Lord Mayor of 
Bristol and a Freeman of the city. In Janu- 
ary, 1954, on his 90th birthday, the SW 
Region FMB gave a luncheon to him on his 
official retirement, when Sir Harry Selley, 
national president, presented Mr. Dowling 
with his portrait in oils. However, not- 
withstanding his retirement he became pre- 
sident this year of the Bristol Association 
of Clerks of Works and Building Foremen. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY OF 


By W. Merchant and A. 
(London: Blackie and Son, Ltd.) 


AN 
STRUCTURES. 
Bolton. 
Price 30s. 

THE ULTIMATE-LOAD THEORY APPLIED 10 


THE DESIGN OF REINFORCED AND PRE 
STRESSED CONCRETE FRAMES. By A. L. L. 
Baker. (London: Concrete Publications, 
Ltd) Price 18s. 

PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY. 
Vol. 13. (London: HM Stationery Office.) 
Price SOs. 
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What an Architect Expects from Contractor 


Sir Thomas Bennett’s Views 


TALK entitled “ What an Architect 
A Expects from a Contractor” was 
given recently by SIR THOMAS BENNETT, 
KBE, FRIBA, to Messrs. Charles R. 
Price, building and engineering contrac- 
tors, of London. The following are ex- 
tracts from his talk. 

| think it is necessary to prelude what 
I am going to say by at once admitting 
that the builder cannot do what the archi- 
tect expects of him unless the architect 


himself has already provided clear and 


concise information in the form of draw- 
ings and specifications, accurate and 
informative site survey, and, in the case 
of larger contracts, a proper report on 
ground exploration and soundly based 
tenders for the principal sub-contracts. 
The proper running of the contract by 
the builder also pre-supposes that all site 
matters such as conveyance, party walls 
and rights of light have been dealt with, 
and planning, Building Act and other 
Local Authority approvals have been 
clearly and properly obtained. I would 
like it, therefore, to be assumed that I 
have already accepted the blame for 
shortcomings under these headings be- 
fore attempting to set out what I, as an 
architect, would like the builder to do for 
me in running my contract. 

It is a curious aspect of the building 
industry that firms of significance secure 
a reputation for doing a particular class 
of work particularly well. This may be 
in the form of the speed of the contract, 
ability to build cheaply and_ yet 
adequately, ability to be able to carry 
out high-class work with a very high 
standard of craftsmanship, and meticu- 
lous attention to detail. Those who con- 
sistently place contracts of substance for 
building, rightly or wrongly associate 
builders with one or other of these out- 
standing merits. Whichever of these aims 
forms part of the builder’s idea of build- 
ing, it is important that he should be con- 
sistent over a period of years. Where an 
architect has recommended him to a 
client either for the negotiated contract 
or as a member of a short list of builders 
tendering, he should be able to rely upon 
those qualities which he has put before 
his client as characteristic of the builder 
in question. 


Invitations to Tender 


A properly run office will invariably 
communicate with builders before they 
are asked to tender, and ask them 
whether they wish to tender for a par- 
ticular contract. The reply to this re- 
quest should always be of the frankest 
order. If the firm has sufficient work at 
that moment or has not the right foremen 
available and does not wish to work in a 
Particular locality, they should say so, 
confident that this measure of frankness 
will be a valuable attribute of the builder 
In being considered for future work. I 
consider it quite disadvantageous for the 
builder to take a price from another firm 
Which any really able architect will realise 
IS not a genuine figure, or alternatively 
might well find out in examining the 
various prices submitted. 


The building industry has more and 
more become an industry of sub-contract- 
ing. The architect deals with a number 
of the important sections of the contract 
by producing nominated sub-contractors, 
but in addition the builder to whom the 
contract is let frequently sub-contracts a 
substantial part of the work which he 
prices, and to this extent becomes merely 
an administrator and controller taking a 
profit from his sub-contract work. It is 
clear that in these conditions prices can 
be obtained of specialists of a standing 
which is quite consistent with the type of 
contract upon which they will be 
employed. i 

Alternatively, it is possible to obtain 
lower prices from firms of a lesser stand- 
ing who consequently produce poor work. 
At times the architect finds himself 
severely criticising the finish of joinery, 
plastering or painting which is adequately 
priced in the bill, to discover that it has 
been sublet without approval. An ex- 
asperated sub-contractor eventually states 
that the price he receives does not permit 
him to produce any better result, 


The Sub-Contractors 


The building side of the industry from 
time to time complains of the amount of 
work which is specified in the contract 
to be carried out by nominated sub-con- 
tractors and recommends that all such 
work should be measured and priced. It 
is, I think, not uncommon experience 
where the principle of measurement and 
pricing of specialist work is included in 
the bill, that the builder obtains a much 
larger number of sub-tenders than the 
architect would obtain, and frequently 
gives less attention to quality, time of 
completion, availability of materials and 
the standard of the work than does the 
architect. 

It is, of course, clear that nomination 
of sub-contracts by the architect is open 
to abuse. It is also obvious that a 
properly administered and adequate 
system of tendering for sub-contracts pro- 
duces a team which, from the architect’s 
point of view, is sound and workable, 
and from the client’s point of view pro- 
duces the best and most economical result, 
taking into account all the factors 
involved. 

The machinery of sub-contracting is 
still inadequate. I have consistently 
recommended that the RIBA, the 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers and FASS, should produce 
standard forms of tender for sub-con- 
tracts, and a standard form of sub- 
contract. These documents at the time 
of tender should clearly set out the obli- 
gations of the sub-contractor to observe 
the conditions, times and penalties of the 
main contract, and should clearly define 
the responsibilities of the builder and the 
sub-contractor in connection with the 
cost of canteens, latrines, delivery and 
handling of materials, use of scaffolding, 
water and all other subsidiary matters 
connected with building. If these stan- 
dard forms of tender and sub-contract 
were universally applied, I am convinced 
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that the whole machinery of contracting 
would be much more solid and compact, 
more workable and more efficient. 

It surprises me that so many years 
should have elapsed without such forms 
being produced and adequately used. 
There is undoubtedly opposition from 
some of the larger sub-contractors and 
from some of the builders to the produc- 
tion and use of a sound system of this 
character. The larger sub-contractors 
appear to hope that by avoiding a clear- 
cut contract machine they can, on many 
contracts, adopt a more independent atti- 
tude: arrive late and finish early so that 
their overheads are reduced regardless of 
disorganisation to the running of the con- 
tract as a whole. 


Clear-Cut Arrangements 


Similarly some builders appear to 
think that by avoiding a clear-cut arrange- 
ment on contractual liabilities, they can 
squeeze the sub-contractor for some of 
the costs. It is probable that, in a period 
of full employment such as the present 
when both parties have a measure of 
independence, a just balance is secured, 
but if and when we return to times of 
shortage of work and fearsome over- 
heads, the importance of clear-cut sub- 
contracting machinery of this kind will 
be seriously felt. I should, therefore, like 
to see an active attempt to bring such 
machinery into existence as soon as 
documents could be evolved and agreed. 


In housing contracts I have found two 
substantially different types of comple- 
tion; in one, what I will call “the 
contractor,” aims to carry out the bulk 
of the excavation, concreting, brickwork, 
carpentry, roofing, plumbing and plaster- 
ing in “ horizontal layers,” so that towards 
the end of the contract large numbers of 
houses are completed each week in the 
final six weeks or two months. What I 
will call the “ house-builder ” normally 
arranges his contract so that smaller 
amounts of each trade group are started 
at one time, and at a relatively early date 
in the contract the first houses come off 
the production line, thus easing the work 
of the estate agents, the housing 
managers, the people to be housed, and 
possibly the industrialists who will 
employ the tenants. 

In other types of large contracts, 
occupation of portions of buildings 
earlier than the final date of the com- 
pletion of the contract is often of verv 
great value to the client. Occupation is a 
tremendous spur to labour on _ the 
contract. 

In the running of contracts to-day 
labour is not alone concerned with the 
wages it receives, but it attaches con- 
siderable importance to the conditions 
under which it works. Failure to pro- 
duce good working conditions fosters 
unrest and obviously tends to increase 
labour difficulties, and it is common 
sense to-see this does not happen. 

I have spoken here very largely of 
matters outside the field of building. It 
is important in such discussions to 
remember that the builder is_ still 
primarily employed in building, that his 
knowledge of trade processes, his 
qualities of materials, sources of supply 
and the execution of work are still the 
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primary reasons for his employment, and 
this knowledge and experience is still the 
most valuable contribution which the 
builder makes to the contract as a whole. 
All the other attributes of modern build- 
ing, e.g., fierce economy, high speed, com- 
plicated trade union relationships, diffi- 
culties of transport, must be added to the 
basic knowledge and experience of build- 
ing and building materials. 

The architect is entitled to find that the 
general foreman and the leading mem- 
bers of the firm should amongst them 
have a high standard of technical know- 
ledge, a knowledge of good craftsman- 
ship, and a determination to see that the 
building is put together with proper 
technical skill and a proper standard of 
work. In this connection the tendency 
for the largest firms to acquire non- 
technical directors, organisers or admini- 
strators is only justifiable if such directors 
are limited in number. 

It may well be difficult to carry out 
extensive building work without claims 
for additional payment. I have many 
times considered that it should be made 
a condition of building contracts that 
claims are put forward as and when the 
cost is incurred and not saved up for 
negotiation two years after the contract 
is finished. There is a great reluctance 
on the part of builders to tell the archi- 
tect when some of his instructions involve 
additional cost, but this is far preferable 
to the production of such claims after 
the contract is completed. 


Miscellaneous Claims 


There remains one type of claim which 
is extremely difficult to deal with. This 
is the claim which arises without any 
specific clause, which is due either to 
bad tendering in the first place, to the 
extremely bad weather, deterioration of 
the site or other changed conditions 
which are, strictly speaking, covered by 
the contract. It is obvious that if the 
builder took account of all these possible 
bogies he might never secure a contract at 
all, and so he probably carries a certain 
measure of risk. When the contract is 
completed he may find he has made a 
loss. The architect then receives a 
document purporting to be cost incurred 


under an extraordinarily ingenious series ° 


of headings which patently is a manufac- 
tured sum of money having nothing 
whatever to do with the headings under 
which it appears. Public bodies and 
regular developers, i.e., people who are 
constantly inviting tenders and building, 
have devised a system called the “ex 
gratia claim” which, properly handled, 
endeavours to deal with these matters. 
Clearly an ex gratia claim has an element 
of fantasy about it. Within the frame- 
work of the contract the building-owner 
either owes the builder some money or 
he does not. 

With regular developers the case is 
different. Over a long series of tenders 
and contracts, the architect will advise 
his regular client to make some payment 
when a contract has been honestly 
carried out and when the builder is in 
trouble. In such cases, the reimburse- 
ment may be advised of a sum of money 
whether it is called ex gratia or not. 
Justification is that of tenders for future 
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contracts where fair treatment in the past 
will affect the price. In the long run such 
continuous building employers reap the 
benefit for their generosity. When, how- 
ever, a contract for a building, however 
large, is the only one the building owner 
is likely to place in his life-time, ex gratia 
becomes a farce. Claims constitute one of 
the irritations of building. For many 
years we have managed to deal with them 
with what I suppose the foreigner would 
call the English method of compromise. 
They are still objectionable. 


* HOMES OF THE 
FUTURE” 
Labour Party’s Housing Policy 


MPHE provision of houses and flats must 
be regarded primarily as a social ser- 
vice, as in the case of education, health and 
welfare, the Labour Party declares in 
“Homes of the Future ” (price 9d.), a state- 
ment on housing policy which is to be sub- 
mitted for the approval of the Party’s annual 
conference at Blackpool in October. 

Labour’s aim, says the statement, is to 
ensure that every family is provided with 
adequate self-contained living space with 
modern amenities at a rent they can reason- 
ably afford to pay. To this end, the following 
proposals are made:— 

Public Ownership.—To cope with the 
slums and general problem of repairs and 
improvements houses and flats that were 
rent-controlled on January 1, 1956, and 
remain tenant occupied, should be taken into 
public ownership. Fair compensation will 
be paid to existing owners. 

Home Ownership.—We wish to encour- 
age home ownership. To overcome the 
obstacle of the initial deposit on a mortgage, 
a main stumbling block to the expansion of 
owner-occupation, local authorities will be 
empowered to offer mortgages of 100 per 
cent. of the value of the property. 

The Service House.—These should be 
divided into two categories: Class A (those 
where the nature of the man’s employment 
requires that he should live on the premises 
or within easy reach of his work) will be 
registered with the local authority and, after 
registration, will remain tied; class B 
(houses which have become tied largely as 
a result of the general housing shortage and 
the attempts of employers to attract workers 
by providing them with accommodation, but 
where it is not absolutely necessary for the 
worker to live in that particular house to 
carry out his job) where occupiers will be 
given protection under the Rent Acts and 
cease to be service tenants. 

Eviction from a tied house will not be 
allowed without a Court Order and not then 
until the local authority is able to offer alter- 
native accommodation. 

Leasehold.—All tenants occupying houses 
and flats under a_ long’ lease’ which 
would normally fall within the provision of 
the Rent Acts will have the right to purchase 
the freehold at the expiration of their lease- 
hold interest. 

Town Planning and Overspill——Greater 
emphasis should be placed on the need to 
disperse industry, commerce and population 
to points well away from the large urban 
centres, and the development of balanced 
and self-contained towns. 


CENTRAL LAND 


BOARD 


Annual Report 


MPHE report of the Central Land Boay 
for the financial year ended March 3 
1956, now published (HMSO, price 1s, 34) 
the end . 
number of applications for payments under 
Part I of the Town and Country Plannin 
Acts, 1954, reached 112,602, and the py. 
ments made by the Board to 54,799 apyj. 
cants totalled £49,687,000, including gros 
interest; 27,916 applications were found to 
payments were dete. 
mined in 2,072 cases and in 50 the paymens 
were wholly set off against payments due ty 
Thus, by March 
applications, 75 per cent. of the numbe 
lodged, had been finally disposed of, 
The analysis of the payments and the §) 
cases set off according to type is: 


states that by 


be ineffective; “nil” 


the Board. 


Type of application 


1. Development charge 
paid by claim-holder or 
predecessor in title 

2. Land compulsorily ac- 

quired or sold by agree- 
ment to public authori- 
ties aa eae 

. Private sale of land 

. Gift of land by person 

who retained claim 

. Purchase of claim 

6. Cases analogous to 

types 2 and 3 . ae 

. Residual cases 
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including 
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4,287,805 





31,757,431 | 


12,636,149 | 
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18,85 


227,161 
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In England and Wales, 294 appeals against 


the Board’s determinations were made to the 
during 


Lands Tribunal 


the 


year. 


number of determinations issued was 47,156; 


126 appeals were withdrawn; 16 were heard, 
dismissed 


of which the 
allowed 1. 


In Scotland, 


Tribunal 


15 and 


2,859 determinations were issued in Scotland 


In the year, 3,538 certificates of the unex- 


The 


epexgeronaree > 


13 notices of dispute were | 
served on the Board, but no applications 
were made for appointment of an arbiter; 


pended balance of established development | 
value were issued under Section 48(1) of 


the 1954 Act and 216 certificates were issued 
under Section 48(2) to 
acquiring Jand under compulsory purchase 
29 certificates were 
Section 50(1) of the Scottish Act. 


powers; 





public authorities | 


issued under 


Under Section 52 of the 1954 Act (Section | 


54 of the Scottish Act) the Board has the © 
duty of collecting from public authorities, 
in respect of acquisitions of Jand_ before 
of Part | 
payments made by the Board to the persons 
from whom the land was acquired. 
March 31, 
Board obtained reimbursement of £6,329,320 
in 5,019 cases (including 361 cases amounting 


January 1, 1955, the 


1955, until 


January 1, 


to £192,750 in Scotland). 


The work of 
charges on development 
November 18, 


financial year. 


From 
Act (July 1, 





the commencement 
1948) until 


amount 


of 


collecting development 
begun 
1952, continued during the 
The amount received in cash 
was £353,747 in 241 cases. 


before 


the 


From 
1956, the 


1947 
March 31, 1956, 
the total] amount received in cash or set ofl 
against claims was £25,583,236 in 104,12) 
cases (including 8,788 cases, amounting 10 
£1,052,740, in Scotland). 
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KROST DAMAGE ON 
LCC HOUSING ESTATES 


Lessons from Last Winter’s 
Freeze-up 


MuE London County Council’s housing 
committee have recently had before 
them a report on the effects of the severe 
weather conditions which were experienced 
in London throughout last February. 

Out of the 185,000 dwellings owned by 
the LCC, 31,947 (17.3 per cent. of the total) 
suffered burst or frozen water pipes. The 
cost of repairing the damage caused has 
been estimated at £105,000. Twenty per 
cent. of the Council’s pre-war property was 
affected and 13 per cent. of the post-war 
property. 

Pre-war estates-——The pre-war _ estates 
north of the river suffered more damage 
than those in the south—this is attributed 
to the fact that the estates north of the river 
have a higher proportion of older, pre-1919, 
flats and houses and are also more exposed 
to the cold winds; the plumbing systems in 
these older dwellings are reasonably sound, 
but owing to age are not sufficiently robust 
to withstand great pressures. Many of the 
pre-war houses, such as those at Becontree 
and Mottingham, were built without felt- 
insulated roofs, although others, like those 
at Chingford and St. Helier, have roofs 
constructed with sarking felt and the pipes 
in the roof-spaces are lagged. The slow 
emission of heat from a hot-water system 
(which continues long after the boiler fire 
has died out) is of value in helping to avert 
frost damage, but very few of the Council’s 
pre-war houses and flats have hot-water 
systems. 

Post-war estates ——The flats built since 
1945 sustained relatively less damage than 
those built before the war, but because of 
their more elementary layout and pitched 
roofs the flats built between the wars (from 
1919 to 1939) gave less trouble when bursts 
occurred than did the post-war flats. A 
large proportion of the: bursts in post-war 
blocks occurred on the flat roofs where the 
degree of protection was found to be 
insufficient in conditions of extreme cold 
and biting winds. Many pipes on flat roofs 
and in ducts on roofs were repaired two 
or three times, the reason being that the 
first thaw had indicated the position of 
bursts, which were repaired, but it was 
impossible in the time available to renew 
all the insulation which had become sodden 
with water from the bursts. Its insulating 
properties were therefore lost and the pipes 
burst again during the next frost. 

The majority of “bursts” on the post- 
war cottage estates were in fact cases of 
Copper pipes pulling out of compression 
fittings with which they are jointed at 
branches and bends. The estates which 
suffered least damage were those recently 
constructed at Aveley, Merstham and Sheer- 
water, where between 7 and 9 per cent. 
of the houses were affected. The estates 
in Middlesex and Hertfordshire suffered 
most—about 20 per cent. of the houses being 
affected. At St. Paul’s Cray estate the 
internal plumbing of four houses had been 
carried out in polythene piping as an experi- 
ment; the water in these pipes froze but 
the pipes did not burst. 
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Arrangements for dealing with bursts, 
etc.—In the period before the thaw set in 
as many frozen pipes as possible were dealt 
with either by thawing the system or by 
making it safe. Late in the week ending 
February 4 it appeared that a thaw was 
imminent, and arrangements were made to 
man area offices and works depots over the 
week-end. During this week-end 54 staff 
and 767 operatives were on duty and 6,012 
calls for help were received from tenants. 
There is no doubt that the Council’s 
employees who volunteered for work during 
that crucial week-end saved very many 
tenants a great deal of inconvenience and 
prevented considerable damage to the Coun- 
cil’s and the tenants’ property. Some flood- 
ing of premises occurred in all districts, and 
where tenants’ furniture, etc., was affected, 
assistance was given in drying out. Through- 
out February, plumbers and mates were 
working overtime at night and at week-ends 
executing repairs. In many cases repairs 
to restore water supplies had of necessity 
to be only temporary. 


Improvements In Frost Protection 


On the pre-war cottage estates, the roofs 
of the houses in the most exposed positions 
are being provided with sarking felt. This 
work has been carried out during the past 
few years and has proved effective in reduc- 
ing frost damage; and such protective work 
is still continuing. 

Improved standards of insulation have 
been used in the Council’s new buildings 
in recent years, including the placing of all 
main pipework in ducts, the lagging of pipes 
in roof spaces and the improvement of roof 
insulation in both flat roof and pitched roof 
blocks of flats. The use of plastic pipe- 
work for cold-water services has recently 
been approved by the Metropolitan Water 
Board, but the production of satisfactory 
plastic pipes of a diameter suitable for 
blocks of flats is still in the development 
stage. Plastic plumbing is being used in 
the roof spaces of all the houses now being 
built at the Council’s new cottage estate at 
Langley, Slough. 

The experience of last February has 
shown that it will be necessary to make some 
modifications to pipework and insulation on 
several blocks of flats to avoid repetitions 
of damage caused by frozen or burst 
expansion pipes and service pipes. No 
general solution can be given because the 
problems vary from estate to estate, but 
the objective will be to shorten exposed 
runs of pipes, to improve insulation and to 
improve ducting. The work will be carried 
out as quickly as labour resources allow. 

The Council’s housing committee are 
concerned to prevent a recurrence of the 
extensive damage caused last February and 
are investigating the practicability of intro- 
ducing further measures to protect plumb- 
ing in the Council’s houses and flats. On 
cotttage estates the incidences of damage 
could be greatly reduced if tenants would 
take the precaution of keeping their houses 
warm. Many are left all day, and in- 
sufficient heat can be generated in the few 
evening hours to warm the houses sufficiently 
to avoid freezing. It is proposed to appeal 
to all tenants in the autumn (through the 
tenants’ associations) seeking their co- 
operation in taxing precautions against frost 
damage to their homes. 
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BOARD OF BUILDING 
EDUCATION 
Support from the Industry 


member firms of the 
South-Western Federation of Building 
Trades Employers have subscribed over 
£532 towards the expenses of the Board of 
Building Education. This was announced 
at the last meeting of the Institute’s 
Council. 

In a letter of thanks to the president, 
Mr. J. H. A. Perkins, MBE, after the meet- 
ing, Mr. F. Leslie Wallis, president of the 
Institute, said: “It is with very real grati- 
tude I acknowledge the generous gifts 
which you and the members of the South- 
Western Region have made towards the 
expenses of setting up the Board of Build- 
ing Education. As president of the Insti- 
tute and until lately chairman of the Board, 
I am sure that the evidence of support for 
the Board’s work, as shown by these dona- 
tions, will greatly encourage everyone con- 
cerned.” 

The names of the members who have 
sent donations are: Messrs. Ashmores 
(Gloucester), Ltd.; Bath and Portland Stone 
Firms, Ltd.; E. W. Beard, Ltd.; Benson 
Bros. (Bristol), Ltd.; Bray and Slaughter, 
Ltd.; Wm. Cowlin and Son, Ltd.; E. Dennis 
and Son, Ltd.; John Dyer and Son (Wes- 
ton-super-Mare), Ltd.; John Garratt and 
Son, Ltd.; W. J. B. Halls, Ltd.; C. A. Hayes 
and Sons, Ltd.; Holtby and Dudman, Ltd.; 
J. Long and Sons (Bath), Ltd.; Orchard 
and Peer; J. T. Parsons and Son, Ltd.; John 
Perkins and Son, Ltd.; D. Singleton and 
Son; E. B. C. and Sleeman, Ltd.; Stone and 
Co. (Bristol), Ltd.; A. C. V. Telling (Bris- 
tol), Ltd.; Wilkins and Coventry, Ltd.; J. 
Wippell and Co., Ltd. 

The total value of donations, including 
those from member firms of the LMBA, 
the Eastern Federation and the Liverpool 
Regional Federation, is now £4,477. 


COST LIMITS ON NEW 
SCHOOLS 


Minister of Education Criticised 


TWENTY-TWO 


THE annual conference of the Association 
of Education Committees, meeting at South- 
port on June 20, expressed strong resent- 
ment against restraints recently imposed by 
the Minister of Education on school build- 
ing programmes. 

A resolution was passed accusing the 
Government of “ breaking faith” on their 
undertaking in circular 274 that the limits 
of cost a place for school building would 
be raised as the price of labour and 
materials rose. (Those limits were £154 for 
a primary and £264 for a secondary school.) 

The Ministry of Education were criticised 
for their two recent circulars: circular 301, 
which said that in spite of increased prices 
cost a place would have to remain the same; 
and circular 306, which only last Monday 
cut down the 1957-58 building programme 
to £50m. The resolution urged the Minis- 
ter to reconsider both these circulars. “If 
this is not done,” it concluded, “the Asso- 
ciation is convinced that substantial num- 
bers of children will not have school accom- 
modation available as promised by the 
Government.” 


.". The educational restraints were discussed 
by Sheffield Education Committee (see p. 830). 
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COSTING OF GOVERN- 
MENT BUILDINGS 
Ministry of Works Procedure 
Criticised 


(CRITICISM of the procedures adopted 

by the Ministry of Works in execut- 
ing new works is contained in the Fifth 
Report From The Select Committee On 
Estimates published on June 18 (Stationery 
Office, price 8s.). The Committee was 
reporting on the examination of one of its 
sub-committees on the procedures adopted 
in relation to building in Whitehall Gardens 
and the new Colonial Office. 

The committee, after noting that a change 
in a design on the second part of the White- 
hall Gardens building from steel frame to 
reinforced concrete had saved about 
£150,000, comment: “For repetitive work, 
when the shuttering can be used many 
times, reinforced concrete is cheaper than 
structural steel. Your committee do not 
gather that there would have been any con- 
siderable structural advantage in using steel. 
They, therefore, recommend that attention 
be given at an early stage in the planning 
of public buildings to the possibility of us- 
ing reinforced concrete rather than steel.” 

Dealing with the “very large” sums of 
money which had been saved by various 
minor changes in original design, largely in 
finish, which involved such things as the use 
of unpolished instead of polished stone, of 
linoleum instead of oak and rubber for 
floors and leaving some panelled rooms un- 
plastered, they state that it does not seem 
satisfactory to them that, when a _ public 
building is of such importance as to warrant 
the steps taken to plan it in the early stages, 
it should have been necessary to make 
economies of that sort at a late stage. They 
recommend that “ methods of finishing and 
the standards of minor building and decora- 
tive work. should be the subject of early 
decision, a proper balance being maintained 
between dignity and economy.” 

The building contract contained a varia- 
tion clause by which the contractor was en- 
titled to recover all increases in basic rates 
for materials and labour that took place 
during the period of the contract, together 
with travelling time, expenses, lodging 
allowance and the unproductive element in 
overtime working. In all. the additional 
costs on these grounds amounted to 
£117,000. “A cost variation clause as wide 
as this seemed to open possibilities of over- 
charging,” the committee state, ‘“‘and we 
recommend that the terms of cost variation 
clauses be no wider than necessary.” 

New Colonial Office 

Referring to the new Colonial Building, 
where a protected basement had been com- 
pleted in December, 1952, and on which 
the Government had announced that build- 
ing work would be indefinitely suspended, 
the committee state that the decision to halt 
further progress would bring in its train 
various uneconomic consequences. Archi- 
tectural work already done would fall to be 
paid for, and as payment would relate to 
the cost of the building when finished 
might, if building costs rose further, be a 
greater liability than at present appeared. 

The “startling increase” in the estimated 
cost of the building from £2,550,000 in 1951- 
52 to £3,150,000 in 1952-53 had attracted 
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the attention of the sub-committee. The 
Directorate explained that the 1952-53 figure 
included increased costs of labour and 
material, and also provided for the effects 
of a cost variation clause and other con- 
tingencies, none of which had been pre- 
viously allowed for. “This does not seem 
to absolve the Directorate of the Ministry 
from the charge of inaccurate estimating,” 
the report comments. 

The sub-committee had attempted to ob- 
tain sufficient data on which to estimate the 
probable financial loss to the country from 
the two major policy decisions in connec- 
tion with the Colonial Office building, but 
in neither case were they wholly successful. 
The committee recommend that where a de- 
cision of policy necessarily involves the 
abandonment of the productive use of 
money already spent, the department con- 
cerned should estimate the probable extent 
of the loss to the public together with the 
main financial factors making up that loss. 


EXPANSION OF 
TECHNICAL COLLEGES 
New Ministry Circular 


(C{ONDITIONS for the designation of 
~ colleges of advanced technology were 
announced by Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Education, on June 21, in a circular (No. 
305, HMSO, price 6d.) to local education 
authorities. 

The Minister also outlines the present 
organisation of technical colleges and sug- 
gests how each kind of college can best con- 
tribute to the Government’s five-year plan 
for technical education. The Government’s 
object is to provide a framework for ex- 
pansion, based on the existing structure, 
which will be flexible and will take account 
both of the limiting factors, such as the 
supply of teachers with the highest quali- 
fications, and of the need to provide courses 
within reasonable reach of the students and 
industries concerned. 

Regional co-ordination is essential to the 
success of this policy, and the Minister looks 
to the local education authorities to co- 
operate fully with one another and to the 
regional advisory councils to assist them in 
achieving a rapid and efficient expansion. 

The Minister considers it important that 
a small number of technical colleges should 
develop as speedily as possible into colleges 
of advanced technology, concentrating 
entirely on advanced studies and providing 
a broad range of work of the highest 
quality. 

The governing body of a college of ad- 
vanced technology must include strong 
direct representation of industry, besides 
representatives of local education authori- 
ties, universities and _ professional tech- 
nological interests ; it must have freedom to 
spend within the heads of approved annual 
estimates. Teaching conditions must 
approximate to those for work of equiva- 
lent standard at the universities, and the 
staff must have opportunities for research 
and consulting work. There must be ade- 
quate library provision and space for pri- 
vate study and communal facilities, includ- 
ing students’ union activities. The Minister 
will issue later more detailed guidance on 
the provision of residential accommodation. 

The circular also describes the three kinds 
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of existing technical colleges, referring tg 
them as local, area and regional colleges, 

Local colleges provide courses main) 
part-time, up to the level of Ordinay 
National Certificate or its equivalent, Man, 
new local colleges will be needed as part ¢ 
the programme of doubling the number 9) 
part-time day release students and of jp. 
creasing greatly the supply of technicians 
and craftsmen. 

Area colleges provide in addition varying 
amounts of advanced work, again mainly 
part-time. A wide distribution of part-time 
advanced courses is necessary for the many 
students who are unable to undertake full. 
time or sandwich courses, but there jg 
limit to the number of such colleges jf 
teachers and equipment are to be used to 
the best advantage. So far as Higher 
National Certificate and similar courses ar 
concerned, the Minister considers the aim 
should be to strengthen and expand existing 
area colleges. There will, however, be cases 
in which major housing or _ industrial 
developments or a substantial growth in 
local demand will justify the establishment 
of a new area college or the evolution of , 
local college into an area college. 

Regional colleges do a substantial amount 
of advanced work, including in particular 
full-time and sandwich courses, but the 
volume and character of the advanced 















courses is not such as to make it realistic 
for the college to concentrate entirely on 
such work. The Government believe that 
the demand will grow for advanced courses 
in which technical subjects are broadly 
treated and which will give a_ thorough 
grounding in fundamental 
appreciation of the importance of costs and 


science, an | 


some knowledge of the techniques and pro- F 


blems of management. 

Twenty-four colleges at present receive 
75 per cent. grant for certain courses of ad: 
vanced technology. A number of other 
colleges will no doubt shortly become 
eligible as regional colleges, and the Minister 
will be prepared to consider applications 
for 75 per cent. grant in such cases. He 
hopes that regional colleges will seek every 
opportunity to strengthen and expand their 
courses, including, where 


practicable, | 


courses leading to a Diploma in Technology. | 


SCIENTISTS & MANAGEMENT 


International Symposium on the 
Direction of Research 


HE acute shortage of scientists makes | 


good management of research 
laboratories of particular importance today 
The problems of how to choose a research 
project, of when and how to stop research 
and the proper use of research staff and 
facilities is a matter to which considerable 
attention is being directed: the National 
Physical Laboratory is to provide a focus 
for all this thought at an_ international 
symposium on “the direction of research 
establishments ” to be held next September. 

The symposium will be restricted to direc: 
tors of research and research administrators, 
many will be coming from Europe, the 
Commonwealth and the USA. 

Three parallel groups will discuss 
methods of internal organisation, staffing 
and communication problems, and a final 
session will be addressed by Mr. A. H. 
Wilson, FRS, on the methods by which the 
work of a laboratory can be assessed. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
New Towns Policy 
HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government was questioned in the 
Commons on June 19 about the building of 
new towns to deal with overspill in large 
cities, particularly Birmingham and Man- 
chester, and although he did not rule out 
the creation of such towns to deal with the 
problem he said that he was not prepared 
to designate any further new towns at 
present. 

Mr. Denis HOWELL asked the Minister 
whether he had considered the case recently 
made to him by the Birmingham City 
Council for a new town to house the home- 
less of Birmingham ; and what action he 
was taking to deal with the problem of pro- 
viding housing accommodation for those on 
the city housing register and those to be 
rehoused because of slum clearance in cir- 
cumstances where no more building land 
was available within the Birmingham boun- 
daries. 

Mr. SANpys said that during the past 
year he had had discussions with Birming- 
ham Corporation about methods for pro- 
viding homes and work outside the city for 
their excess population. At his meeting 
with them last month, he made it clear that 
he looked to the corporation to initiate pre- 
cise proposals for dealing with this problem. 
When those were received he would con- 
sider what help he could give. 

Mr. Howe. said that the corporation 
were having difficulty in getting satisfactory 
arrangements with the surrounding county 
councils, and other large cities were meet- 
ing similar difficulties. They had requested 
the Minister and his Government colleagues 
to receive a deputation to discuss the build- 
ing of new towns, and he asked when the 
Mihister would receive that deputation. 

Mr. SANDYS said that because he was 
aware of the difficulties he had had a num- 
ber of talks with representatives of Bir- 
mingham, Manchester and other towns. He 
was to receive this deputation, but had sug- 
gested that first there should be preliminary 
discussions between officials of the councils 
concerned and his department to clarify the 
facts on which their discussions would take 
place. 

MR. MITCHISON suggested that there was 
a clear case for one or more new towns 
round Birmingham, not to say near Man- 
chester. This matter was the Minister’s 
responsibility on which he should take 
some initiative. 

MR. SaNnpys said that the creation of a 
new town was not excluded, but it was only 
one of the possible methods of dealing with 
the problem. 


Further Designations 


MR. MacCo.t asked whether, in view of 
the financial difficulties in developing ex- 
panded towns, he would designate further 
sites for new towns. 

MR. SANDYs :—Not at present. 

Mr. MacCo it asked if the Minister was 
aware that the leader of the Conservative 
Party in the LCC had called for a large ex- 
= of new towns to deal with over- 
spill. 

_ Mp. SANDys referred him to the deputa- 
tion he was to receive, which, he said, would 
include a revresentative of the LCC. 
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Mr. LINDGREN said that 14 new towns 
had been built between 1946 and 1950, and 
asked why none had been started by the 
Government since 1951. 

Mr. SANDyS:—If fewer new towns had 
been started earlier there would have been 
a better case for starting more now. 

Mr. McInNngs asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland what action had been taken 
to attract industry to the Cumbernauld new 
town. 

Mr. JAMES STUART stated:—A number of 
inquiries have been received by the develop- 
ment corporation from industrial firms 
interested in the new town, and negotiations 
for the establishment of a substantial in- 
dustrial project on a large industrial site 
recently acquired by the corporation are at 
an advanced stage. 


Buildings for Technical Education 


PROPOSALS for the authorisation of 
further building to meet demands 
created by their expansion of technical edu- 
cation were announced on behalf of the 
Government by Mr. BuTLeER, Lord Privy 
Seal, in the Commons on June 21, when 
replying to a debate on the Government's 
intentions for technical education. 

He said that most of the buildings to 
meet the plans he had outlined in December, 
1954, had been started, and the remainder 
would be put in hand in the next nine 
months. Manchester Corporation were pre- 
pared to reserve an area of 174 acres for the 
development of the Manchester College of 
Technology. The University Grants Com- 
mittee had recently examined the university 
building programme for 1957-59 with par- 
ticular reference to technology. 

All universities had been asked to put for- 
ward the technological building projects 
which they considered as necessary after 
1957 when the existing special programme 
expired, and to indicate the increase in 
numbers they envisaged. All indications 
suggested that an increase of 60 per cent. 
during the next five years would be by no 
means extravagant. 

Therefore, they would have to get the 
buildings. The Government had decided, 
and he was authorised by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to state this, to permit fur- 
ther buildings to be started in 1957 at an 
estimated cost of £4,500,000. That was a 
stupendous figure when it was compared 
with the average rate of building starts of 
about £1m. since the special programme 
was launched. The sum of £4,500,000 
would be applied to buildings, not only for 
engineering and other technologies, but 
also for basic science, physics and chemistry 
in which technologists required to be well 


grounded. 
The details of this programme as it 
affected the universities would be an- 


nounced by the University Grants Com- 
mittee to the universities. This was only 
an instalment of the longer term plans which 
the Chancellor would be considering as laid 
before them by the University Grants Com- 
mittee. Moreover the £4,500,000  repre- 
sented only the cost to the Exchequer and 
excluded sums collected by the universities 
towards the cost of their own buildings. 
The sum excluded the general estimate of 
£15m. to be spent on the new Imperial Col- 
lege: in that scheme new workshops for 
mechanical and electrical engineering had 
been completed; a new building for aero- 
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nautical engineering and chemical engineer- 
ing was nearing completion, and demolition 
and site preparation for new buildings tor 
physics engineering had been started. All 
those amounted to large sums of public 
money. 

The House would realise that the Govern- 
ment meant to go ahead in developing 
technological education not only in London, 
Manchester and Glasgow but they also pro- 
posed to go ahead and spend money at Sal- 
ford—about £750,000—and Birmingham— 
about £1,500,000—at Bradford, Lough- 
borough, the Chelsea Polytechnic, the 
Northampton Polytechnic and the Cardiff 
College of Technology. The amounts 
allocated for Wales also included £100,000 
for developments in Swansea Technical 
College. 

Sir Davin Ecc.es, Minister of Education, 
said that the 1956-57 programme was for 
£9m.; he had approved the 1957-58 pro- 
gramme of £15m., and would do the same 
within the next few days for another £15m. 
to start in 1958-59. The programme for 
1959-60 should be completed in the spring 
next year. The design of the new colleges 
was of importance. They would be out- 
standing buildings in the towns and cities 
where they were erected, and the Ministry 
were trying to give the same help to archi- 
tects, administrators and local authorities 
which he thought it fair to say had been 
successfully given for school buildings. 


Imperial College Development: 
Retention of Collcutt Tower 


REVISED plans for the development of 

the Imperial College in Kensington 
would give a lower density of development 
and enable the central tower of the Collcutt 
Building to be preserved by the college as 
a free-standing campanile. But before a 
decision about the latter proposal can be 
given it will be necessary for expert advice 
to be obtained on the stability of the tower 
as a separate unit. 

This was announced in the Commons on 
June 21 by Mr. Henry Brooke, Financial 
Secretary, Treasury. He informed Sir 
Patrick Spens that when last he had spoken 
about this matter in the House, the plans 
prepared by the Imperial College for the 
development of the rectangle between Prince 
Consort Road and Imperial Institute Road 
had just been formally submitted by the col- 
lege to the London County Council as plan- 
ning authority. The council had given its 
outline approval to the plans for the east 
and west blocks of the proposed buildings, 
and work could proceed on these with the 
concurrence of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Brooke continued: I understand that, 
quite apart from the wish of the Royal 
Fine Art Commission to preserve the Coll- 
cutt Building, the council regarded the plans 
for the central part of the scheme sub- 
mitted by the college as somewhat over- 
building the site, and thought that a reduc- 
tion in density might also enable the reten- 
tion of at least the tower to be considered. 
The situation will, however, be eased as a 
result of the acquisition By the college of 
all the north, east, and south sides of 
Princes Gardens, lying immediately to the 
east of the rectangle. Of this area, the east 
side and most of the south side are available 
for immediate development. These sites in 
Princes Gardens are reserved for residential 
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development, and are being acquired pri- 
marily to enable the college to provide much 
needed residence for some of its students. 
They are not, therefore, in any sense a sub- 
stitute for the rectangle. But the plans pre- 
pared by the college for the development of 
the rectangle provided there for certain 
facilities (common rooms and refectories) 
which the planning authority would be pre- 
pared to accept on the new sites. This will 
make it possible to transfer a portion of 
these facilities to Princes Gardens, and thus 
to reduce the density of the development of 
the rectangular site. 

The college have also considered with 
great care, in consultation with the LCC 
and the Royal Fine Art Commission, 
whether in the light of this ruling it would 
be possible to meet the Commission’s wishes 
in regard to the Collcutt Building. The 
conclusion is that it is still not possible to 
meet their wishes in full without reducing 
the scale of the expansion at the Imperial 
College on which the Government have 
decided, and to which they attach great im- 
portance ; but a revised plan has been pre- 
pared which not only gives a lower density 
of development, but would also enable the 
central tower of the Collcutt Building to be 
preserved by the college as a free-standing 
campanile. Before a definite decision can 
be taken it will be necessary for expert ad- 
vice to be obtained on the stability of the 
tower as a separate unit. The Royal Fine 
Art Commission have given their views on 
this proposal in a letter the text of which 
is: — 

I am directed by the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission to refer to the meeting on March 23 
with the Financial Secretary and representa- 
tives of the University Grants Committee, 
London University and the Imperial Col- 
lege of Science and Technology, at which 
the proposed expansion of the College at 
South Kensington was further considered in 
the light of suggestions made by the London 
County Council. The whole position was 
reviewed by the commission on April 11, 
when it was agreed that a start should be 
made on the new buildings facing Exhibi- 
tion Road and Queen’s Gate while the future 
of the rest of the site was further discussed. 
Representatives of the commission subse- 
quently met the Rector and his architect, 
and a revised scheme for the central area 
was scen by the commission on May 9, 

This latest scheme retains the tower of 
the Imperial Institute, leaving an open space 
between it and the Royal College of Music, 
the new buildings being reduced in volume, 
limited to a height of about 160 ft. maximum 
and rearranged asymmetrically. 

The commission welcomes the initiative 
taken by the county council in this matter, 
and appreciates the efforts that have been 
made by the college authorities and their 
architect to meet the criticisms of the earlier 
scheme. It is now more than ever con- 
vinced, however, that much of the difficulty 
has arisen from the original requirement to 
construct a larger volume of building on 
this site than is suitable either to this part 
of London or to the collegiate character of 
the institution. It considers that this will 
become increasingly apparent at the time 
when demands for the expansion of par- 
ticular departments have to be met. 

The commission cannot approve any 
development which involves the demolition 
of the main Collcutt building in view of its 
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impor- 
But the decision to do this has been 
taken, and in these circumstances the com- 
mission prefers the latest scheme which re- 
tains the tower to the original scheme which 
involved a total destruction of the building. 


architectural value and_ historical 


tance. 


The commission agrees with the college 
authorities that the latest revised design pro- 
vides the best basis so far suggested for a 
scheme on these lines. 

There are a number of points that will 
require further consideration, including the 
treatment of the base of the tower, both 
structurally and aesthetically, if the rest of 
the building is removed. ‘The commission 
would welcome opportunities to consider 
these and other details as the scheme 
develops. 

Copies of this letter have been sent to the 
college, the university, the University 
Grants Committee and the LCC. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Birmingham Overspill 


Mr. Moss asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, what local authori- 
ties in Warwickshire had made a contribu- 
tion to the Birmingham overspill problem 
by agreeing to municipal houses being built 
in their areas by Birmingham Corporation. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS replying on June 12, 
said.—The Meriden Rural] District Council 
have agreed to the Birmingham Corporation 
building in their area. In addition, the Cor- 
poration are considering proposals made by 
the Tamworth and Atherstone Rural Dis- 
trict Councils. 

Mr. Moss asked if Mr. Sandys could ex- 
plain why only one local authority had 
actually done this. What difficulties existed 
to prevent the others from doing it also? 

Mr. SANDYS said that that would involve 
a long answer. He had had many discus- 
sions with Birmingham and the county 
councils of the surrounding counties. There 
were many difficulties, but he was hopeful 
that they would be overcome. He would 
do everything in his power, not only for 
Birmingham, but for the other big cities 
about overspill problems, to try to bring 
about an agreement between the exporting 
cities and the receiving authorities. 


Middlesex Development Plan 


Mrs. Joyce BUTLER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, whether he 
could yet give any indication when the draft 
County of Middlesex Development Plan 
would be approved. 

Mr. SANDYs:—I expect to approve this 
plan very soon. [This has now been done, 
see page 820.—Ep.] 


Russian Building Techniques 

Mr. ArTHUR LEwis asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what dis- 
cussions he proposed to have with technical 
experts on those elements of Soviet build- 
ing experience which he found during his 
visit to Russia, and which could be used to 
advantage in_ Britain. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on June 
13, stated—I was much interested in the 
extent to which the Russians are using pre- 
cast concrete components, and by the way in 
which they have developed production line 
methods on the building site. 

I saw nothing which suggested that the 
actual techniques employed were in advance 
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of those developed in this country, The 
main difference is that in the Soviet Union 
prefabrication and mechanisation appear to 
be used on a much larger scale. 

I have asked my technical advisers to |e 
me have their considered views on Soviet 
building methods, though it does not follow 
that what is suitable in Russia would neces. 
sarily be applicable to conditions and the 
scale of building operations in this country, 

Mr. MacCoii asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, whether 
he would make a_ statement about the 
technical advances he observed in Soviet 
building and, in particular, their methods 
of covering pipes to prevent freezing which 
might serve to assist in regard to technical 
problems in this country. 

Mr. Hunter asked a similar question 
about new technical methods of housing 
construction that could be,used with advan- 
tage in this country. 

Mr. SANpys, after referring to his reply to 
Mr. Arthur Lewis on June 13, said: In my 
study of the problem of frozen pipes I am 
considering building practices in the Soviet 
Union as well as in other countries. How- 
ever, in Russia the severe climate makes it 
necessary to take precautions which would 
be unnecessary and uneconomic in this 
country. 


Private Houses in New Towns 






Mr. GRAEME FINLAY asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government for the 
number of private houses or sites for private 
houses sold by new town development cor- 
porations, specifying the number for each 
new town. 

Mr. SANDYS in a written reply on June 12, 
gave the information as follows: 


New Town Houses Housing Sites 
Sold Sold 
Aycliffe ne ss 1 8 
Basildon 5 - 2 
Bracknell 11 12 
Corby 13 2 
Crawley 18 98 acres for 
1,156 houses 
Cwmbran 12 43 
Harlow 4 8 acres for 
98 houses 
Hatfield Ss ne 38 28 
Hemel Hempstead .. 5 14 


Peterlee ge : 
Stevenage wa <a 6 
Welwyn Garden City 126 163 

The above figures, he pointed out, covered 
the period from the setting-up of each 
development corporation until December 3}, 
1955, the latest date for which information 
was available. 

Employment Changes 

Mr. IAIN MAcLEopD, Minister of Labour, 
in a written reply on June 12 about the 
Government’s policy for easing the transfer 
of workers affected by automation, said 
that their most important assistance was to 
help anyone who became redundant to find 
fresh employment, if possible without any 
intervening period of unemployment. “ With 
the current level of employment,” he con- 
tinued, “‘we do not in my view face any 
large scale geographical redistribution of 
labour, but there must be from time to time 
a considerable change of jobs and some of 
these changes may involve transfer to other 
districts.” The facilities now operating 10 
assist workers to transfer to other jobs, oF 
to fit them for other employment, together 
with the assistance which employers offered, 
had, he believed, up to now met the need, 
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but he was keeping the adequacy of all 
those arrangements under review. 

Mr. ALBERT Evans asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, if he was 
aware that the shortage of rentable housing 
accommodation was increasingly preventing 
changes of occupation ; and what action he 
proposed to take to deal with this matter. 

Mr. SANDYS in a written reply, stated.— 
The best method of dealing with this pro- 
blem is to maintain a high rate of house 
building. On this our record is well known. 


Technical College Design 

Mr. Abu asked the Minister of Educa- 
tion what research was being carried out 
in his department into the design and 
materials of construction of technical 
colleges. 

Sir Davip EccLes, replying on June 14, 
said: My department have recently issued 
q revised edition of Building Bulletin No. 5, 
which deals with colleges of further educa- 
tion. The development group is continuing 
its researches, and I hope soon to be able 
to arrange for it to undertake, jointly with 
a local education authority, the design and 
construction of a technical college. 

Mr. Atsu: While welcoming that reply, 
will the Minister agree that now we are 
going in for this big programme of expan- 
sion of technical colleges it is highly desir- 
able that they should not be designed on 
the lines of municipal, classical or neo- 
Georgian, but by using the excellent modern 
materials so well developed by the 
excellent architects of his department? 

Sir Davin EccLes: I entirely agree. I 
think it is a subject well worthy of 
consideration. 


Building Contracts 


Mr. RONALD BELL asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on June 19, 
whether he would send a circular to local 
authorities advising them against making 
contracts containing escalator clauses ; and 
what negotiations he had had on this sub- 
ject with local authority associations or 
builders’ organisations. 


_ Mr. SanDys:—The Minister of Works is 
inviting tenders for contracts on a fixed 
price basis. In the light of the results, I 
shall decide what advice to give to local 
authorities on this subject. 

Mr. BELL urged the Minister to bear in 
mind the part that contracts with escalator 
clauses played in perpetuating and stimulat- 
ing inflation, and to try to do his best to 
get away from this post-war development as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. Sanpys said that there was no need 
to convince him of the advantages of fixed 
Price contracts. The trouble was that in 
this type of contract under existing circum- 
stances the fixed price tended to include an 
unduly high element to cover the possibility 
of rising costs, and that was one of the evils 
of inflation. 


Protection of Countryside 


MR. PETER SMITHERS asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether 
he would send a circular to local authorities 
encouraging them to make fuller use of their 
Powers to eliminate advertisements which 
marred the appearance of towns and 
countryside, 
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Mr. SANDYs:—I have been considering 
whether sufficient action is being taken to 
protect the beauties and amenities of our 
countryside and towns from being spoilt by 
unsightly outdoor advertisements. Thanks 
to the co-operation of all concerned, an 
appreciable improvement has been evident 
in recent years. 

However, I am sure that much more 
could and should be done to secure the 
removal of incongruous hoardings and 
signs. I have particularly in mind the rural 
areas and country towns, as well as streets 
of special architectural interest or civic im- 
portance in the cities. 

Local planning authorities already possess 
the necessary powers under the advertise- 
ment control regulations and, with some 
further encouragement from the Govern- 
ment, most of them would, I believe, be 
glad to make fuller use of them. 

At the same time, there may be a case 
for relaxing somewhat the present detailed 
control in certain localities, where a con- 
centrated display of advertisements is un- 
objectionable. 

I intend, as soon as possible, to issue fur- 
ther guidance to planning authorities on 
this whole problem. But before doing so, 
1 propose to have consultations with the 
local authority associations and representa- 
tives of the advertising trade and other 
interests concerned. 

Petrol Filling Stations 

Mr. Hurp asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government what guidance he 
had given under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts to local planning authorities 
in the giving of their consent to the build- 
ing of new petrol filling stations; how many 
consents were granted in the past year; 
and in how many cases in the past 
year he had allowed, and in how many 
cases disallowed, appeals from the decisions 
of local planning authorities on the siting 
of petrol filling stations. 

Mr. SANDYS:—So far, no formal guidance 
has been given to local planning authorities 
on this subject. I do not know how many 
consents were granted by local planning 
authorities. In the 12 months ended March 
31 last, 61 appeals were allowed and 151 
dismissed. 

Mr. Hurp asked if the Minister found 
there was a wide divergence of practice 
among local planning authorities, and 
whether he had noticed that the rash of new 
petrol stations was more obvious in some 
districts than in others. He suggested that 
Mr. Sandys might re-examine the matter. 

Mr. SANbDYS said that he found that there 
was keener competition between petrol 
firms lately, but he would consider whether 
it would be useful and proper to give some 
guidance on this matter. 


Rehousing Displaced Workers 


Mrs. LENA JEGER asked the Minister what 
proposals he had for the rehousing of 
workers who, because of unemployment, 
had to leave their homes to seek jobs else- 
where. 

She also drew attention to the fact that 
the Minister of Labour was busy encourag- 
ing unemployed workers to move elsewhere 
in their search for jobs. The most im- 
mobilising factor was the difficulty of find- 
ing housing accommodation, and how did 
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the Government expect those who had 
waited years and years for a council house 
to give it up by leaving to go to another 
district to search for work. 

Mr. Sanpys said that the best method 
was to build a lot of houses. 

Mrs. JeGeR said that the Government’s 
policy of reducing the amount of house 
building for general need was working to 
the disadvantage of workers who had to 
move. 

Mr. SANpDys said that he expected this 
year more local authority houses would be 
built than in almost any year under the 
Labour Government. 


Dismantled Prefabs 


Mr. Cou.ins asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, if he would 
draw the attention of rural authorities to 
the fact that dismantled prefabricated houses 
could be purchased at low cost, and give 
such authorities assistance and advice in 
utilising such prefabricated houses, under 
suitable conditions, in the provision of 
permanent houses. 

Mr. SANDys.—I have not received pro- 
posals from any local authorities to buy 
and re-erect dismantled prefabricated houses 
in their areas. 

Mr. CoLLins suggested that most of the 
dismantled prefabricated houses were ex- 
ported, and asked the Minister to use his 
efforts, in view of the impending standstill 
of local authority building apart from slum 
clearance schemes, to ensure that those 
dwellings were used to the best advantage 
at home. 

Mr. SANDyYs said that he could not accept 
the suggestion that there was a standstill in 
local authority building apart from slum 
clearance. Leaving that controversial party 
point aside, most of these temporary houses 
were structurally sound, but they were on 
the small side for the normal family. They 
might be useful for the housing of elderly 
people and childless couples, and he pro- 
posed to examine this as part of the review 
he was conducting into the problem of hous- 
ing elderly persons. 


Rate-borne Services 


Mr. BRAINE asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government for the average 
value of all rate-borne services per dwelling 
house in county boroughs and county dis- 
tricts in England and Wales. 

Mr. SaNpys.—For the year 1953-54, the 
latest year for which complete figures are 
available, the average rate-borne expendi- 
ture per dwelling house was about £31 10s. 
in county boroughs and £26 in county dis- 
tricts. 

Forth Crossing 

SiR ALAN GOMME-DuNCAN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, for a state- 
ment about a Forth crossing. 

Mr. Stuart, in a written reply on June 19, 
stated—I met representatives of the Forth 
Road Bridge Joint Board on June 15. The 
board are unanimously of the opinion that 
the crossing should take the form of a 
bridge, as recommended by the expert 
panel; and, after careful consideration, the 
Government agree with this view. The 
board are being informed that, subject 
to discussion of the financial and technical 
matters to which I shall refer, the prepara- 
tory work and plans should now be com- 
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pleted up to the contract letting stage. It 
remains the Government’s intention to 
authorise a start on the scheme within the 
four-year period referred to in the state- 
ment made by the Minister of Transport 
and Civil Aviation on February 2, 1955. In 
deciding the precise date of starting, regard 
must naturally be had to general economic 
circumstances. 

Since the Order of 1947 was enacted the 
estimated cost of the bridge and approach 
roads has risen from £6.2m. to something 
between £10m. and £15m. 

Compulsory Purchase Orders 

Mr. Joun Hay asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, if he would 
state the approximate total area of land 
acquired by compulsory purchase by public 
and local authorities in England and Wales 
for the years 1945 to 1955, inclusive. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on June 20, 
stated—I can answer only for those 
acquisitions of land under compulsory 
powers for which I am the confirming 
authority. Complete records of the area of 
land acquired have not been kept over the 
whole period ; the information available is : 





Acquired under Town 





Acquired and Country Planning 
Year | under | Acts, 1944 & 1947 
Housing Act| Town Development 
1936. Part V Act, 1952. 
| | New Towns Act, 1946 
Acres Acres 
1945 |) 7} 
1946 || not } 
1947 | >available a 6,098 
1948 | J 
1949 | J 
1950 | 4,365 2,931 
1951 4,942 2,348 
1952 4,791 2,064 
1953 4,415 1,740 
1954 3,263 1,790 
1955 2,030 723 





In addition 173 acres were acquired in 
1955 for miscellaneous local government 
purposes (including water and sewerage). 
Figures under this head are not available for 
the preceding years. 


School Building Programme 


Mr. Gipson asked the Minister of Edu- 
cation how many projects, involving capital 
expenditure, put forward by local education 
authorities during the year ending April, 
1956, had been refused consent or a start- 
ing date denied; and what was the total 
amount of capital involved in these deci- 
sions. 

Sirk Davip Ecctes replying on June 21, 
said: 703 of the 829 primary and secondary 
school projects in the 1955-56 programme 
have now received my final approval. Some 
of the 204 projects cleared in the last three 
months have been slightly delayed as a 
result of the starting date procedure, which 
I announced in March. The remaining 126 
projects, roughly to a value of £11m., will 
be dealt with under the procedure an- 
nounced in the circular issued a few days 
ago. 

Miss ALICE BACON asked the Minister if 
he was aware that his recent circular on cuts 
in the school-building programme would 
mean severe overcrowding in secondary 
schools, and if he would withdraw it. 

SiR Davip EccLes:—No, the postpone- 
ment of starting dates by a maximum of six 
months will, I hope, result in more efficient 
building. 
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HOUSING AND SOCIAL 
STATUS 


A Talk at the Housing Centre 


SPEAKING to the Housing Centre re- 
cently, on “The Home and Social 
Status,” Dr. DENNIS CHAPMAN, of the 
Department of Social Science, Liverpool 
University, said that the research that had 
been carried out for his recently pub- 
lished book of the same title as his 
address had established that housing, 
which was originally concerned with basic 
needs, was now concerned with meeting 
aesthetic-cum-social status needs. 


From being a means to family ends it 
had become an end in itself and had 
become such a consumer in the family 
budget that it was competing with the 
family itself, so that the more elaborate 
the home (other things being equal) the 
smaller the family. Moreover, the ad- 
justment to things was for many people 
easier than adjustment to persons — in 
this case, to children. Thus the present 
situation might be regarded as the end 
of the process described by Banks in 
“Prosperity and Parenthood.” 


The inquiry was able to establish that 
family life was focused on the main liv- 
ing-room. Dr. Chapman said his own 
interest in the parlour had declined as 
the inquiry seemed to show that parlours 
were really an accident of bad dwelling 
design. They were frequently found to 
be small, dark and ill-heated and they 
tended to become not only a mausoleum 
for family treasures but a kind of storage 
space for such items as bicycles and 
photographic equipment. 


Items Noted 


Three hundred families, roughly classi- 
fied into social status groups on the basis 
of their housing, were visited and an in- 
ventory made of everything kept down- 
stairs. The lists were symptomatic of the 
main differences between the groups. 
Items noted included walls, floors, floor 
coverings, fireplaces, lighting, seating, 
other furniture, radio and_ television, 
writing tables, pianos, sewing machines, 
curtains, plants, books, pictures and 
ornaments. 

It was found that many functional 
things, some with a high cultural value, 
also had display value, so that their pos- 
session had to be interpreted against the 
background of the life of the family. 


Finally, the inquiry studied the pattern 
of movement within urban areas and 
found that, broadly speaking, the desire 
to move was actuated by a desire to live 
in a higher status area and that there had 
been very little movement in the past 
except to areas of higher or equal status. 
This was the major motivating force be- 
hind much of the rehousing in new areas 
and the desertion of the older central 
cores of our cities. 


Housing had begun as a desire for im- 
pervious surroundings—for a_ heated, 
lighted, enclosed space. Urban conditions 
had imposed on the family standards for 
the protection of the health and safety of 
the community, while the preferences of 
middle-class women and architects im- 
posed aesthetic standards. The housing 
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shortage had raised the level of \intereg 
in housing. Class and climatic considera. 
tions created differential housing, inclyg. 
ing the flight to the countryside, while 
higher standards, including  transpop, 
increased the residential choice. F 
Discussion 

Commenting on Dr. Chapman’s view 
that the idea that the parlour was yp. 
realistic had been overstressed, the chair. 
man, Mr. JOHN MADGE, ARIBA, saig 
Dr. Chapman had suggested that on the 
one hand it was a kind of store and op 
the other that its symbolic function hag 
something to do with middle-class values 
However, Mr. Madge said he had recently 
been talking to the Director of Housing 
of Warsaw, where they were trying to 
cope with the problem of peasants from 
the traditional kind of Russian and Polish 
home consisting of two rooms. The 
“black” room occupied half the house 
and the “white” room the other half 
Everything happened in the “ black” 
room, while the other room contained al} 
the symbolic family possessions, includ. 
ing their store of precious seed. Perhaps 
the keeping of a bicycle in the parlour 
was comparable to this. 

Dr. CHAPMAN thought that, generally 
speaking, if rooms were better heated 
they would be better used. 

In reply to a suggestion that some 
families might want to move in search 
of amenity rather than from materialistic 
motives, Dr. Chapman said there were 
conflicting motives for moving in Liver. 
pool. Work was largely centred in the: 
dock area and some people chose to move 
in for the sake of convenience, while 
others moved out in search of higher 
social status. In so far as aesthetics were 
concerned, the layout and design of 
council housing in Liverpool was so good 
that the desire for amenity would hardly 
explain a move to a modern semi- 
detached house. 


MORE PRIVATE THAN 
COUNCIL HOUSING 
Mixed Feelings at Brierley Hilt 


For the first time since before the war 
private house building has overhauled 
municipal development in Brierley Hill 
(Staffs), and some members of the urban 
council are reported to be worried about it. 

At the monthly meeting of the council on 
June 18 it was stated that 200 private dwel- 
lings were now in course of construction, 
compared with 182 being built by the 
council. COUNCILLOR Tom WELLS, chait- 
man of the housing allocation committee, 
said that it was a matter of serious concern 
to them all as members of a local authority. 
Brierley Hill’s building programme for 1956- 
57 was only 300 houses; that was a pro- 
gramme which had been forced upon the 
council by the “ present mad financial policy 
of the Government.” Local authorities 
throughout the country were being strangled 
by the “ moneylenders’ charter.” 

CLLR. SIDNEY WoopuHouse, chairman of 
the housing development committee, agreed 
that the town’s building programme was 
being held up by Government policy, but 
commented: “I am not much perturbed 
about the building of private houses. The) 
are fulfilling some kind of need.” 
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The Strength of Concrete Structures 


Report on Recent Symposium 


HE symposium on the Strength of 
Concrete Structures, organised by 
the Cement and Concrete Association 
and the Joint Committee on Structural 
Concrete, and held at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers from May 16 to 18, 
covered a field of great topical interest. 
It was held at an appropriate time, in 
that the British Standard Code of Prac- 
tice C.P. 114, “ The Structural Use of 
Normal Reinforced Concrete in Build- 
ings,” is at present in the process of being 
revised. 

Originally, it was not intended to make 
the symposium international, but, as Dr. 
Collins, technical director of the Cement 
and Concrete Association, said in wel- 
coming the members, the search for the 
most authoritative opinions had led to 
authors from abroad being invited to pre- 
sent papers. In the event there were 
nearly 1,200 registrations of membership, 
and a number of distinguished foreigners 
attended the meetings. 

The first session of the symposium was 
on the subject of loading and load fac- 
tors; three papers, by Dr. Horne, Dr. 
Johnson and Professor Pugsley, respec- 
tively, were presented. The session 
opened with a report on the papers by 
Mr. A. W. Hill, of the Cement and Con- 
crete Association. Dr. Horne’s paper 
dealt primarily with the treatment of 
loading intensities and the combinations 
of different loadings, and explained how 
a tational treatment of the statistical 
nature of loading can be applied by ap- 
pealing to the ultimate load carrying 
capacity of the structure. The author 
showed that this analysis frequently cor- 
relates well with accepted values which 
have been developed through experience, 
which should lead to some degree of con- 
fidence in its use for dealing with new 
problems. 

Dr. Johnson’s paper was based upon 
similar analytical techniques but was 
concerned more with the effect of such 
analysis upon the design of concrete 
structures. It showed, for example, how 
very important are variations in work- 
manship, and reported results of meas- 
urements of reinforcement positions. 
Application of his analysis to the design 
of floor slabs of flats in Stockholm 
enabled the author to make a saving in 
steel of some 30 per cent. 


Structural Safety 


Professor Pugsley’s paper dealt with 
the overall problem of structural safety, 
and reviewed the main trends of thought 
on questions of safety current among 
structural engineers to-day. At the pre- 
sent time, he stated, we are more con- 
cerned with efficiency for the sake of 
economy than our predecessors, and with 
linking together efficiency and safety. 

The second session on the subject of 
the strength of sections was introduced 
by Professor Ross, of King’s College, 
London University, who reported on five 
papers. After a short review of the 
Papers, Professor Ross drew attention to 
our present lack of knowledge of the 


strength of sections under combined 
loading, in particular under combinations 
of flexure and shear. 

The paper on the strength of rein- 
forced concrete sections in flexure, by 
Dr. Mattock, was concerned primarily 
with the presentation of a generalisation 
of the ultimate moment expressions and 
the selection of values of the required 
empirical parameters. 

A comprehensive review of the work 
which has been reported on the subject 
of torsion and combined torsion and 
flexure or thrust, was contained in Mr. 
Armstrong’s paper, which explained that 
relatively little is known of the funda- 
mentals of torsional failure. 

Professor Siess’s paper reviewed the 
available knowledge regarding the ulti- 
mate strength of prestressed concrete 


beams, and considered both flexural and° 


shear failures. He placed emphasis 
upon the effect of the factors which in- 
fluence the strength and mode of failure 
of prestressed beams. 

The paper by Dr. Hajnal-Konyi and 
Mr. Lewis reported on tests on continu- 
ous beams reinforced with mild steel and 
high tensile steel. The results indicated 
that high tensile steel reinforcement 
enables complete’ redistribution of 
moment to take place. The paper direc- 
ted attention to the necessity of insuring 
against shear failure. 


Failure of Concrete 

Mr. Harris’s paper presented a tenta- 
tive theory for the failure of concrete. 
While the author admitted that very little 
experimental work exists to confirm or 
deny his proposals, some comparison 
with simple test results can be made. 

The third session, which was concerned 
with the strength of structures, was in- 
troduced by Mr. Goldstein, of R. Travers 
Morgan and Partners, who reviewed 
papers by Professor A. L. L. Baker, 
Monsieur Guyon and Dr. Morice and 
Mr. Lewis. Mr. Goldstein then dis- 
cussed the broad implications of the use 
of ultimate strength design methods, par- 
ticularly with regard to such structures 
as bridges, and explained that he still 
felt that the first design should be based 
upon an elastic approach with a con- 
sideration of the failure load of that 
design. 

Professor Baker’s paper provided a 
design method for frames in which a 
mechanism is assumed and a strain com- 
patibility analysis is then made to check 
the design. 

In the paper by Monsieur Guyon a 
full analysis of the ultimate strength of 
prestressed concrete statically indeter- 
minate structures was provided and two 
design approaches suggested. Several 
published sets of test results were com- 
pared by the author, and he concluded 
that, in most cases, full moment redis- 
tribution occurs. 

An analysis for, and a number of con- 
firmatory tests of, the full redistribution 
of moment in prestressed concrete con- 
tinuous beams and frames was given in 
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the paper by Dr. Morice and Mr. Lewis. 
One result of the analysis—the invari- 
ance of load with linear transformation 
of cables—was shown to be confirmed. 
A suggested explanation was given of the 
lack of full redistribution. in some of the 


tests included in Monsieur 


paper. 


Guyon’s 


Thin Walls 


The fourth session differed from the 
others in having no common theme; its 
three papers, covering three specific 
questions, were dealt with separately, and 
there was no reporter. The first, by Mr. 
Seddon, reported a study of the strength 
of thin walls under axial and eccentric 
loads. Dense concrete and no-fines 
concrete walls are considered in the 
paper, which reports on their strengths 
under various distributions of load. The 
effects of openings in walls were also 
discussed by the author. 

The second paper, by Mr. Bate, re- 
viewed the work which has been done on 
fatigue and impact loading of concrete 
beams, much of which had been done bv 
the author. He concluded that tests in- 
dicate that concrete construction has 
adequate fatigue resistance; under im- 
pact loading prestressed concrete exhibits 
considerable recovery, but often suffers 
from shear weakness. 

The last paper in this session, by Dr- 
Morice and Mr. Reynolds, proposed a 
method of analysing the strength of slab 
bridges under concentrated loading. Pre- 
liminary results of laboratory tests indi- 
cated that the methed would be useful, 
and one significant result was the possi- 
bility of a considerable reduction in the 
transverse prestress of such bridges. 

The final session, on modern design 
methods in Europe and America, was 
introduced by Dr. Thomas, of the Build- 
ing Research Station, and also contained 
three papers. After discussing the re- 
orientation in design philosophy brought 
about by ultimate strength analyses, Dr. 
Thomas concentrated upon the great 
similarity between the new American 
Code described in the first paper in the 
session and the proposed new British 
Code of Practice for reinforced concrete 
structures, discussed in the third paper. 

Dr. Hognestad’s paper discussed the 
background and content of the new 
American Code, which the author be- 
lived to represent a significant stage in 
the development of a design practice 
based upon inelastic action. 

The design of reinforced concrete 
members in combined flexure and end 
thrust was covered in Dr. Aas-Jakobsen’s 
contribution, which was based on an 
elastic analysis. Reduction coefficients 
were given to include the effect of buck- 
ling. 

The practical applications and implica- 
tions of the load factor method of design 
as proposed for the new British Code of 
Practice (C.P. 114) were discussed in Dr. 
Matthews’s paper. He compared this 
method with existing design methods and 
indicated some of the effects on beams 
and columns. 

All the sessions provoked lively dis- 
cussion on a high technical level, and it 
was felt that the sympesium had been a 
most stimulating meeting. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Additional Claim on Bills of 
Quantities 


Q.—The RIBA form of Contract has been 
used which states that the Bills of Quantities, 
unless otherwise expressly stated, shall be 
deemed to have been prepared in accordance 
with the principles of the Standard Method 
of Measurement of Building Works issued 
by the RICS and the NFBTE. It has not 
been otherwise expressly stated that the Bills 
of Quantities are not prepared in accord- 
ance with the Standard Method. 

In the Bills of Quantities excavations for 
site formations and foundation walls have 
been given measured cubic and described to 
include for levelling and ramming bottoms 
of excavation and any necessary planking 
and strutting, and the contractor is invited 
to inspect the site prior to tendering. 

Tenders were obtained from a dozen con- 
tractors for this housing contract and no 
question regarding the above matter was 
raised by any of them, including the success- « 
ful tenderer, and the items were priced in 
the usual way. 

During the course of the work the con- 
tractor is now making an additional claim 
for full superficial measure for levelling, 
ramming and planking and strutting, over 
and above the cub. items for excavations in 
the Bills of Quantities which themselves fully 
describe that such items for excavation shall 


include all necessary levelling, ramming, 
planking and strutting. 
From the practical point of view no 


abnormal conditions have been encountered 
on the site and, in fact, no strutting or plank- 
ing has been necessary and the claim is on 
principle only, i.e., omissions of items as laid 
down by the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment. The contractor does not suggest any 
deduction from the priced items for excava- 
tions which included for levelling, ramming 
and planking and strutting. 
J. F. 

A.—A Legal Correspondent writes : — 

This is an interesting question on which it 
is difficult to give a definite opinion, but I 
am inclined to think that the contractor’s 
claim is not justified. 

The question turns primarily on the mean- 
ing of the words “ unless otherwise expressly 
stated ” in clause 10 of the RIBA Standard 
Form for use with quantities. Do these 
words mean that there must be a statement 
in so many words that the Standard Method 
of Measurement (SMM) does not apply to 
the Bills as a whole or to particular items 
therein? The use of the word “expressly ” 
does rather suggest that interpretation, but 
I do not think it is for the correct one. 

It has been judicially observed that the 
word “expressly” often means no more 
than plainly, clearly, or the like: as will 
appear on reference to any _ English 
dictionary.—Chorlton v. Lings (1868) L. R. 
4 C.P. 374 per Byles J. That case did not 
concern a building contract and is thus not 
direct authority for the interpretation of the 
RIBA Standard Form, but it does show that 
the courts are prepared to take a broad view 
of phrases such as “unless otherwise 
expressly stated.” In these circumstances, it 
may well be sufficient that any item in the 
bills should be set out in terms which make 
it quite clear to the contractor what is 
required. 
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Furthermore, clause 10 provides that the 
bills shall be deemed to be prepared in 
accordance with the principles of the SMM. 
The reference to “ principles” shows that 
there may be variations in matters of detail 
cf. para. 2 of the “ General Principles” set 
out in the Fourth Edition of the SMM. 
What is a matter of “ principle” as distinct 
from one of detail might in some circum- 
stances be difficult to decide, but at least it 
is clear that the contractor is expected to 
consider carefully the wording of each item; 
he should not blindly assume that the SMM 
applies to each item. Vee ia La 


De-glazing a Mono-Granolithic 
Floor 


Q.—At our factory, we have as floor 
surface a mono-granolithic floor which has 
been laid now for some three years. Until 
recently this has been very satisfactory, but 
we are now finding that considerable glaz- 
ing of the surface is taxing place mainly 
in gangways and on corners, where there 
is considerable pedestrian and internal trans- 
port traffic. A number of surface treatments 
have been applied, but so far without much 
success. Can you suggest a remedy? 

R. Acc, 

A.—The problem of de-glazing mono- 
granolithic floors is one that has to be 
undertaken with care. It is well to under- 
stand the cause of glazing before making 
suggestions to overcome the problem. The 
glazing has been brought about by the 
granolithic floor surface being highly 
trowelled during laying, forming a dense 
cement surface and with continual sweep- 
ing, and perhaps a small amount of polish, 
has obtained in fact a natural glaze. 

To remove this glaze a tool, or machine 
of some kind, will have to be used. If a 
heavy tool is used the top of the floor may 
spall or lift, or the aggregate will be exposed 
leaving a weak surface. A method that may 
be tried is to spin the top of the glaze with 
a disk sander using a No. 60 carborundum 
disk. This, used lightly, may move the 
natural glaze sufficiently without causing 
damage mentioned above. It would be 
advisable to experiment on a small surface 
first and, when spun, give a dressing of 
a proprietary liquid concrete floor binder. 

A second solution to this problem is to 
cover the floor with one of the new plastic 
polyvinyl flooring compounds. If the floor 
is in good condition this material can be 
laid straight on to the granolithic floor. The 
covering capacity of this material is great, 
and the thickness required is very little. 

GR. EL. 


Rising Plastic Tiles 

I WOULD REFER to the subject of rising 
plastic tiles as answered in The Builder of 
May 18 because I feel that the necessity for 
the waterproofing treatment to be applied 
between the concrete base and a suitable 
screed is worth emphasising. In my opinion, 
which incidentally is formed as a result of 
some extensive experience in this connection, 
the use of a membrane on top of the con- 
crete floor followed only by the adhesive 
and the tile is doomed to failure. Quite an 
appreciable pressure can be built up as a 
result of trapped moisture vapour rising, 
and this will ultimately force the membrane 
up from the floor unless a loading coat in 
the form of a screed has been employed. 
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Again, I do not feel that the incorporation 
of a cement waterproofer in the screed along 
will serve any useful purpose as, while this 
will prevent rising water, it will not preven; 
the passage of moisture vapour, which 
really the main culprit in most floor failures, 

J. Hurst, Technical Sales Director, Treto} 
Ltd., Tretol House, The Hyde, NW9, 


SHEFFIELD SCHOOLS 


Lowering of Standards 
Discussed 


HEFFIELD Education Committee y 
their meeting on May 28 discussed the 
communication from the Ministry of Educa. 
tion about the three per cent. increase jp 
the cost of educational building, brough, 
about by wages in the building industry 
which went up by Id. an hour in February 
and a further 24d. an hour in April. 

The communication said that the Ministry 
would not allow new schools to cost more 
per child place, despite the increased build- 
ing costs, and this principle met with some 
strong criticism in the committee. The 
current cost limits at £154 and £264 for 
primary and secondary school places respec- 
tively could not be increased. This would 
save about £4 million for the 1956-57 
building programme alone, it was stated. 

Cir. J. THORPE said that school building 
had already been cut to a fine margin and 
could not be further reduced without detri- 
ment to education. There had been talk in 
some places of cutting out cloak rooms and 
putting clothes in corridors. 

Mr. C. S. DARVILL thought that the extra 
three per cent. might be met by the skill and 
imagination of the architects and suggested 
the effect be examined and a report 
presented. 

ALDERMAN SIR HAROLD JACKSON said it 
was made perfectly clear by the Minister that 
he did not intend to cut education. Sheffield 
should have built more schools after the 
war. Only 23 had been built in the city and 
there should have been three times that 
number. 

Cir. M. J. SEWELL regarded the circular 
as “a complete breach of the promise made 
that there should be no cut in education.” 
Because of past economy it was certain that 
within a reasonable time a lot of money 
would have to be spent on certain schools. 

Mr. E. G. BEARCROFT said that to be more 
concerned with grand places than with good 
education would be doing a disservice to 
education. ‘“ We do not lower the standard 
of the buildings, we only take out the 
trimmings. If we can carry on with and 
improve the kind of education we can give, 
let us be satisfied and not grumble about the 
little contraptions here and there which do 
not mean much at all.” 

ALD. A. BALLARD, chairman, said that he 
advised the committee to submit proposals 
for all new schools with the highest possible 
standards they could get, “and then, if need 
be, fight the Minister on those standards, 
so he will be responsible for any reduction.” 
The Minister realised authorities might have 
to adjust their standards of space, design, 
construction and finish, and that was an 
admission that standards might have to be 
reduced. He continued, “ You are not build- 
ing schools for an inflationary period. You 
are building schools for 60 or 70 years. If 
you lower the standard, you are making 
inferior educational provision.” 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Application to Build Shops and 
Offices on Sites in Westminster 
Refused 


FAOLLOWING a public inquiry, the 

Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has given his decision on an applica, 
tion by Mr. S. B. Harbour for permission 
to erect a new building, comprising shops 
and offices, on the sites of Nos. 80-84, 
Jermyn-street and 18-20, Duke-street, 
Westminster, SW1. No. 81, Jermyn-street is 
at present occupied by the Cavendish Hotel 
and No. 80 by the Bunch of Grapes public- 
house. 

At the inquiry the following points were 
made on behalf of the appellant: (a) 
Neither the Bunch of Grapes nor the 
Cavendish Hotel had been fully repaired 
after war damage, with the result that it 
was not possible to use the top two floors 
of the hotel. 

(b) The age and condition of most of the 
existing buildings, and the fact that the 
leases expired at Michaelmas, 1957, made 
the site ripe for development; this would 
make reconstruction of the parts affected by 
war damage a waste of public money. (c) 
The present Cavendish Hotel buildings, 
parts of which were over 200 years old, 
were quite unsuitable for a modern hotel. 

(d) The proposals provided for extensive 
garage space in the basement. (e) There 
was a great demand for offices in this area. 
(f) The site was not suitable for redevelop- 
ment either as an hotel or for residential 
purposes. (g) A new, modern hotel on the 
site would accentuate the traffic problem 
at one of the worst corners in the West 
End. 

On behalf of the Governors of the 
Bethlem Royal Hospital and the Maudesley 
Hospital as freeholders the following points 
were made : 

(a) They supported the application. (b) 
They had extended the leases terminated in 
1950-51 to 1957 in the expectation that re- 
development would take place then. (c) 
If permission were refused war damage 
repairs would probably be carried out, thus 
prolonging the life of these obsolescent 
buildings. 

The licence-holders of the existing public 
house stated that they wished to remain on 
the site in modern accommodation which 
would be provided in the proposed new 
building. 

On behalf of the London County Council 
the following points were made : 

(a) They were generally in agreement 
with the proposed development. (b) In the 
Central zone, shops and offices were not at 
variance with the Development Plan, and 
the provisions of the Plan relating to the 
Preservation of residential uses ought not 
to be applied where it was proposed to 
undertake the comprehensive redevelop- 
ment of a large site. (c) The traffic pro- 
blem on this corner would be made worse 
by a new hotel. 

The Minister states that he has carefully 
considered the facts and the representations 
made. In examining proposals for the re- 
development of buildings in the Central 
zone which provide residential accommoda- 
tion, including hotels, the Minister regards 
it as Important that special attention should 
be paid to the effect of the proposals, not 
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only on local traffic conditions in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood but also on the 
transport system generally in the London 
area. 

This is particularly true of proposals for 
the provision of new offices for, as the 
Minister stated in approving the County of 
London Development Plan, it is the con- 
centration of such an enormous number of 
offices and office workers in the centre of 
London that constitutes the greatest single 
cause of congestion. 

Having regard to these wider considera- 
tions, he feels that it would be wrong to 
give permission for redevelopment for office 
purposes of these buildings. Accordingly 
the Minister refuses permission for the 
development proposed. 


Condition in Respect of Roof Dis- 
charged by Minister on Appeal 

CONDITION imposed by the Lake 

District Planning Board that the roof 
of a proposed dwelling-house and garage at 
the junction of Penrith-road with Castlerigg 
Stone Circle-road should be constructed of 
Westmorland green slate has been dis- 
charged by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government on the grounds that green 
concrete tiles “closely resemble much more 
expensive Westmorland green slates.” 

In his decision the Minister observes that 
although the appeal site is alongside the 
Keswick-Penrith-road, an attractive valley 
route, it is not so conspicuously situated 
that he would feel justified in demanding 
the use of an expensive and not easily 
obtainable local roofing material. 


_ 


Outline 
by 


Time 
Planning 


Limit Imposed on 
Consent Discharged 
Minister 
A CONDITION imposed by Eton R.D.C. 
i in granting outline planning permis- 
sion for the erection of a dwelling house on 
land on the west side of Sunnyside, High- 
street, Iver, has been discharged by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment on appeal. 

The facts were that the appellant had a 
Part VI claim under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, in respect of part of 
the garden of his house. He subsequently 
applied for outline planning permission for 
the erection of a dwelling house on the land, 
and this was granted by the Council subject 
to the following conditions : 

(1) The approval of the County 
Council shall be obtained to the siting, 
design and external appearance of the 
buildings and the means of access thereto 
before the development is commenced. 

(2) This permission shall be null and 
void if the approval of the County 
Council to all the matters referred to in 
the preceding condition has not been 
applied for in writing “within three 
years from to-day.” 

The appellant appealed against condition 
(2) and the Minister has now allowed his 
appeal, following written representations on 
behalf of the parties. 

The Minister, in the course of his deci- 
sion, states that he is of the opinion that 
the circumstances of the case do not disclose 
sufficient justification for the imposition of 
this condition and he has therefore decided 
to allow the appeal and to discharge condi- 
tion number (2) from the permission 
granted. 


831 






PEGGING PRICES 
Further Decisions 
ERE are further comments from firms 
which pegged prices earlier this year. 
The first list was given in our last issue: 

“WE ARE ENDEAVOURING to hold to our 
present prices, although we have had to 
pay wage increases and coal price advances. 
We would point out, however, that we 
cannot possibly do this without the support 
of the consumer, as we have had no fewer 
than three wage and coal price increases 
since we last raised our prices, and there 
is a limit to the absorption of these, especi- 
ally as the trade as a whole is such a large 
consumer of solid fuel."—-Mr. C. Leslie 
Hawkins, director, Henry Hawkins, Ltd., 
roofing tile manufacturers, Cannock, Staffs. 

“IT IS REALLY DIFFICULT to say what 
value attaches to this decision to adopt a 
standstill of prices of our products, owing 
to the fact that competition in our products 
is so keen so that in many cases prices were 
even lower. In any case, this was beneficial 
to the country. Whether we can extend the 
experiment depends on the cost of basic 
materials and the fact that there has been 
a wage increase since the date of our original 
decision.,—The Marley Tile Co., Ltd., 
Riverhead, Sevenoaks. 

“IT HAS BEEN our policy over the past 
year or two to reduce to the minimum the 
extent to which the Vartation Clause on 
materials has been used, for it has not 
justified the administrative work involved. 
We would like to see it eliminated alto- 
gether."—Mr. J. R. Marriott, director, 
Robt. Marriott, Ltd., builders, Rushden. 

Plaster Board Prices Up 

THE PLASTER BOARD INDUSTRY announces 
that the price of plaster board will be in- 
creased by 4d. per sq. yd. as from July 2. 

When the decision was taken six 
months ago to hold the price of plaster board 
firm until June 30, it was indicated that this 
could only continue to be effective if others 

-whose materials, services and charges form 
a major part of the costs of this industry— 
showed restraint. Unfortunately, heavy in- 
creased costs have been imposed and the 
plaster board industry has no alternative but 
to increase the price of its product to meet 
some, but by no means all, of the increased 
charges. Nevertheless, it is the intention. of 
this industry to stabilise its prices so far as 
circumstances outside its control, permit. 

The British Plaster Board (Holdings), Ltd., 
announced in January their decision to hold 
firm the prices of gypsum rock and plasters 
sold by their subsidiaries until June 30, 1956. 
For the same reasons as are given in the pre- 
ceding announcement by the plaster board 
industry, the prices of gypsum rock and 
plasters will need to be increased as from 
July 2, 1956, and the trade is being informed 
of the amounts applicable to the various 
types and grades of these commodities. 

The British Plaster Board (Holdings), Ltd., 
associates itself with the plaster board in- 
dustry’s determination to contribute to the 
stability of prices. 

Price Reduction 

Messrs. Kay and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., of 
Bolton, announce that as and from June 18 
the price of their “ Kontite” compression 
couplings has been reduced from plus 160 
per cent. to plus 1424 per cent., the discounts 
remaining as before. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Restrictive Covenant on Building 
Estate: Injunction for Enforcement 
Granted 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE HARMAN. 
Bell vy. Norman C. Ashton, Ltd. 


N R. JUSTICE HARMAN, in the Chan- 

cery Division on June 7, granted Mrs. 
Mary Bell, of The Drive, Adel, Leeds, a 
declaration that she was entitled, as against 
Norman C. Ashton, Ltd., builders, of 
Meadow-lane, Leeds, to enforce a building 
covenant restricting them from erecting more 
than two houses on each of two plots of 
land adjacent to her property on the Cook- 
ridge Gardens Estate, Adel. 

Mrs. Bell was given an injunction restrain- 
ing defendants from erecting houses other- 
wise than in accordance with the restrictive 
covenant. 

Defendants, who proposed building a 
total of nine houses on the two plots, ad- 
mitted that they had purchased the plots 
knowing the restrictions imposed by the 
building scheme, but contended that they 
were no longer enforceable. 

They further alleged that there had been 
a change in the character of the neighbour- 
hood, and in the past various breaches of 
covenant had been permitted. 

Giving judgment, His LorpDsuHiP said it 
might be described as a copybook case of a 
building scheme. He had never seen one in 
which the draughtsman had so patently set 
out with the best models before him to 
create and succeed in creating a building 
scheme, 

Defendants had stated that they had no 
intention of flouting the restrictive covenants 
because they had obtained the consent of 
the personal representatives of the original 
vendors of the estate to a waiver of the re- 
strictions. 

In his lordship’s view, this was not suffi- 
cient, for although the restrictions were im- 
posed “except with the written consent of 
the vendors,” the right to waive the restric- 
tions in favour of any particular lot was a 
right personal to the original vendors, 

It was further said by defendants that 
there had been abandonment of the original 
building scheme because some 50 temporary 
dwellings such as shacks and chalets had 
been erected as temporary homes before the 
war. 

An integral part of the scheme in 1921 was 
that no ‘building less than £400 in value 
should be erected. It was found that plots 
did not sell like ‘‘ hot cakes” and went to 
people without much money at that time. 
They were allowed by people controlling 
the estate to build temporary homes and no 
objection was taken. 

His lordship said the temporary homes 
had now been largely removed and having 
heard the evidence and seen plans he could 
not conclude that there had been any aban- 
donment of the original scheme. 

By and large, the estate was residential 
and it would be lamentable if some breaches 
of the scheme should deprive all the residents 
of advantages of the scheme. 

In his judgment there had been no sub- 
stantial change in the estate. It was not 
commercialised and was just the sort of 
place it was envisaged to be. 

His lordship was much incensed by the 
argument that planning permission for erec- 
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tion of more than two houses a plot having 
been granted, it was anti-social to insist on 
restrictions of that kind. It was said that 
modern social conditions demanded a higher 
density of population. 

“Tt is an argument I reject with some indig- 
nation. Even in these restriction-ridden days 
I do not see why a man should not con- 
tract to have half an acre more round him, 
instead of four neighbours. I do not see 
why it is anti-social to desire a little bit of 
privacy.” 

He agreed that the character of the neigh- 
bourhood had changed but held that it was 
not sufficient to prevent plaintiff from suc- 
ceeding in her claim. 

Accordingly. plaintiff would be granted, 
with costs, a declaration and injunction en- 
forcing the provisions of the restrictive 
covenant. 


Firm Intention to Develop: 
Tenants Win Appeal 
COURT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE Lorps JUSTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 
AND PARKER 


Reohorn and Norman y. Barry Corporation 


(THE Court of Appeal on June 7 held that 

because Barry Corporation, Glamorgan, 
were not in a position to proceed with the 
construction work they intended to have 
done, they had not proved a firm and 
settled intention sufficient to support their 
opposition to the granting of a new lease 
to tenants. 

The court allowed with costs an appeal 
by Mr. John Reohorn, of Plymouth-road, 
Barry Island, Glamorgan, and Mrs. Alice 
Maud Norman, of Glebe House, Victoria- 
park, Cadoxton, Barry, against the refusal 
of Judge Temple Morris, at Cardiff and 
Barry County Court, to grant them a new 
tenancy of land on Barry Island under the 
Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954. 

The judge had refused the application for 
a new tenancy because he found the Cor- 
poration, who were the landlords, intended 
to carry out substantial reconstruction on 
the land which required them to have 
possession. 

Lorp JusTICE DENNING, in his judgment, 
said the land comprised 64 acres on Barry 
Island and had been used by the tenants 
as a car park for 25 years. The Corpora- 
tion proposed to develop the land in con- 
junction with an adjoining piece of land 
they occupied. The scheme involved the 
building of shops, hotels, boarding-houses 
and a car garage on several floors. 

The scheme, he said, would involve a 
cost of about half a million pounds. The 
Corporation could not do the work them- 
selves or by independent contractors because 
they could not raise the money required, 
owing to the credit squeeze. They proposed 
to let the land on a building lease for 999 
years. They had the consent of the Ministry 
of Housing, who recommended a rent of 
£2,500 a year. 

The Corporation had been in touch with 
a development company, but the whole 
project was still in the exploratory stage. 
A new company was to be formed, but no 
one knew its financial stability or backing. 
The plans for development were hardly 
started and long negotiations would be 
required, 

Under the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954, 
the landlords had to prove that their inten- 
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tion to carry out reconstructions was firm 
and settled and not likely to change. In 
this case his lordship did not think that 
the landlords’ intention was not likely to 
change. Difficulties might arise and Jeg 
to the abandonment of the plans or gy. 
pen*on for an indefinite time. They hag 
not ,-roved a firm and settled intention, 

He said the tenants were entitled to , 
new tenancy, but the terms should not jg 
any way impede the development of the 
land. He suggested a new tenancy from 
May 1 to December 31 this year, which 
could be determined by a six-months notice 
on either side expiring on or after Decem- 
ber 31, 1956. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Parker agreed, 
The appeal was allowed and a new tenancy 
granted as suggested. 


ACCIDENTS ON ROOFS 
** Unnecessary Risks Taken” 


XPERT roof workers took quite unneces- 

sary risks and there were far too many 
accidents and fatalities in consequence, a 
factory inspector said at a West Bromwich 
inquest on June 15. 

The jury returned a verdict of “ accidental 
death” on Thomas Arthur Johnson, of 
Lichfield, who fell nearly 40 feet from the 
roof of the new building of Copper and 
Alloys, Ltd., of West Bromwich. He was 
killed instantly. 

Mr. B. A. CHARLTON, the mate working 
with Johnson, said they were carrying a 7-ft. 
asbestos sheet towards the apex of the roof 
when Mr. Johnson suddenly fell through 
another sheet which gave way. 

It was their practice to step on that part 
of the sheets carried by the purlins when 
they walked up the roof. Sometimes they 
used planks to walk on. 


There were two on the roof at the time 
of the accident, but they were near the eaves 
and were carrying other asbestos sheets they 
had brought up from the ground. “ We were 
supposed to use planks and cat ladders, but 
we did not think it necessary. We were on 
piecework and they got in the way,” Mr. 
Charlton added. He told the Coroner he 
earned £20 to £25 per week and sometimes 
more. 









Questioned by Mr. R. E. Sawyer, factory | 


inspector. Mr. Charlton said the purlins 


were 4 ft. 6 in. apart and 24 in. wide, and | 


although they tried to step on them they 
could not always be sure of putting all their 
weight directly on them. 

Normally an asbestos sheet would stand 
a man’s weight, but Johnson was a big man, 
weighing over 14 stone. 


SAMUEL SKIDMORE, of West Bromwich, 
said planks were sometimes a hindrance. Mr. 
Sawyer pointed out that under the regula- 
tions planks, ladders and duckboards should 
be secured on any roof covered with fragile 
material. “Our experience is that asbestos 
is fragile and causes a great number of 
deaths every year,” he said. 

The foreman of the jury said that they 
risked their lives for a few extra pounds 
a week. The Coroner said it was probable 
that in trying to put his weight on the 
purlins Mr. Johnson made an error of judg: 
ment. “Certain precautions can be taken 
on this job, and they should be taken by all 
concerned,” he added. 
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WORKING DAYS AND 
ACCIDENTS 


National President on Need to 
Observe Safety Regulations 


R. NiceEL HANNEN, national president, 

speaking at the half-yearly general meet- 
ing of the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers held at Ingoldmells Hotel, 
Skegness, on June 22, said: 

“In recent years we have made great ad- 
yances in the mechanisation of our industry 
and in using our man-power more 
efficiently. But there is one field in which 
our record is not so good. I refer to build- 
ing accidents. Last year some 1,500,000 
man-days were lost to us through accidents 
of one kind or another on building opera- 
tions while only 71,000 man-days were lost 
through strikes and disputes. Accidents can 
be prevented and I hope that we shall all 
give greater attention to this matter and 
ensure that at all times the Building Safety 
Regulations are closely observed.” 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FOREMEN AND CoW’s 
Annual Rally at Godalming 


For the first time, the annual rally of 
the Southern Counties Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works 
was held in Surrey on June 9, at Godalming, 
where the president, Mr. A. G. Buck, is 
building manager at Charterhouse School. 

With Mr. Buck presiding, the attendance 
of nearly 220 at the dinner included the 
mayor and mayoress of Godalming (Alder- 
man Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Gregory), Mr. 
F. Mowbray (president, National Federa- 
tion of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works), Mr. H. H. Shears (past-president, 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers), Sir Richard Coppock 
(secretary, National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives); the presidents of the 
Berks, Bucks, Kent, Sussex, Southampton 
and Bournemouth Associations, and Mr. 
H. Palmer, vice-president of the London 
Association. 


Replying to the toast of “The Guests,” 
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Sm RICHARD Coppock said he believed the 
old days of a man waiting till he was about 
50 or 60 before he became a foreman were 
passing rapidly. It was desirable that the 
opportunity for young men to advance in 
the industry should be more rapid. 


Automation 


Sir Richard thought that automation in 
the building industry would be a slow 
development—slow, because of the fact that 
invested capital in the industry was very 
little compared with the capital invested in 
other industries. 

“T believe,” Sir Richard added, “ your 
organisation is the most underpaid organisa- 
tion in the industry at the moment.” 

Mr. SHEARS said all were agreed that at 
the present time the building industry was 
going through a difficult time. Shortages 
of material and men, and now shortage of 
money, made it difficult to operate, at least 
from the employers’ point of view. 

Mr. Buck said the day would come when 
builders as well as builders’ foremen and 
clerks of works would have to pass examina- 
tions before being allowed to practise. 
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LMBA 


Central Area No. 4 Prize-giving 


THE half-yearly social function of Central 
Area No. 4 was held at Pyne’s Restaurant, 
New Cross, on the evening of June 20. The 
annual prize-giving under the Area prize 
scheme to students at the local technical 
colleges is combined with this function. 

The prizes were presented by Mr. V. P. 
O’CONNOR, regional manager, War Damage 
Commission and Central Land Board, who 
was introduced by the Area chairman, Mr. 
N. J. D. Pedlingham. After presenting the 
prizes, Mr. O’Connor addressed the prize- 
winners. He recalled that he had himself 
been a student at the Woolwich Polytechnic, 
whereby he was able to testify to the value 
of technical education, and he also empha- 
sised the need for co-operation in the in- 
dustry at the present time and strongly 
advised the prizewinners to pay particular 
attention to this need. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. O’Connor was 
proposed by Mr. W. KIRBY LAING, vice- 
president of the association, who thanked 
him for the wise advice which he had given 
to the prizewinners and particularly for his 
remarks upon the subject of co-operation 
which, he agreed, was so essential a require- 
ment in the industry at the present time. 

Mr. N. W. BLAXILL, vice-chairman of the 
Area, welcomed the guests and proposed a 
hearty toast in their honour. The response 
was by Mr. M. C. HEATH, head of the Build- 
ing Department of the South East London 
Technical College, who paid tribute to the 
interest which employers in the building in- 
dustry were taking in the ‘raining and wel- 
fare of their apprentices. 


TIMBER HOUSES AND THE 
MODEL BY-LAWS 
TDA’s Statement 


THE recent series of lectures given by 
Professor Lasserre, Director of the School 
of Architecture at the University of British 
Columbia, has brought to light a popular 


misconception about timber housing in 
Britain, states the Timber Development 
Association. 


Some appear to think that local by-laws 
either wholly prevent or actively discourage 
the erection of timber houses in most parts 
of the country. This is only partly true, 
and where jt is so, it is due to the fact that 
the by-laws were framed to meet conditions 
which no longer exist. 

The Model By-laws permit timber- 
covered roofs and timber-covered walls, not 
only for detached houses but also for the 
semi-detached and the terraced type. Cer- 
tain safeguards are recommended where 
there is a timber-covered roof, but there is 
certainly no prohibition. It is laid down in 
such a case that the distance from the house 
to the site boundary shall be not less than 
twice its height, measured to half-way up 
the pitch. In a typical case, the distance 
might be about 20 feet. 

Timber-covered external walls are not 
considered an undue risk. Where they are 
specified, the distance from the house to the 
site boundary need be only 10 feet. 

No special safeguards at all are required 
where there is a brick facing to a wood- 
framed house, and no objection is offered 
to timber framing in terraced houses, pro- 
vided party walls are of 9 in. brickwork. 
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REGIONAL BUILDING 
CRAFTS COMPETITION 


Building Apprentice Prizewinners 


'HE following are results of the com- 

petitions organised by the Department 

of Building, Southampton Technical College, 

on behalf of Southampton Education Com- 

mittee, in association with the Regional 
Council for Further Education:— 

Senior Brickwork: 1, Southampton Technical 
College, B. Cooper; 2, Portsmouth College of 
Technology, J. T. Lewis; and 3, Poole College 
for Further Education, R. Osman. 

Junior Brickwork: 1, Southampton Technical 
College, C. E. Sprinks; 2, Portsmouth College 
of Technology, D. R. Chapman; and 3, Read- 
ing Technical College, R. J. Davis. 

Carpentry and Joinery, Senior: 1, South- 
ampton Technical College, B. Cross; 2, Bognor 
Regis Technical Institute, D. B. Newman; and 
3, Poole College for Further Education, B. 


Cobb. 

Carpentry and Joinery, Junior: 1, South- 
ampton Technical College, A. C. Renyard; 2, 
Worthing Technical Institute, M. D. Ware; and 
3, Portsmouth College of Technology, H. D. 
Brown. ‘ 

Painting and Decorating, Senior: 1, Bognor 
Regis Technical Institute, P. W. E. Woodward ; 
and 2, Southampton Technical College, B. C. 
Catherin. 

Painting and Decorating, Junior: 1, Poole 
College for Further Education, G. D. Samways ; 
and 2, South Dorset Technical College, K. J. 
Samways. : 

Senior Plastering: 1, Oxford College of Tech- 
nology, Art and Commerce, D. Mortimer; and 
2, Southampton Technical College, O. Lockyer. 

Junior Plastering: 1, Southampton Technical 
College, B. J. Osmond ; and 2, Reading Techni- 
cal College, P. J. Beattie. s 

Senior Plumbing: 1, Poole College for 
Further Education, P. Wentworth; 2, East 
Berks College of Further Education (Windsor), 
A. J. Spencer; and 3, Oxford Coliege of Tech- 
nology, Art and Commerce, B. W. G. Clemens. 

Junior Plumbing: 1, Worthing Technicai 
Institute, J. A. Marley; 2, East Berks College 
of Further Education (Windsor), A. Clements ; 
and 3, Portsmouth College of Technology, 
H. E. J. Foster. ; 

Mr. E. G. Llewellyn, president of the 


Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, presented prizes. The 
successful apprentices have gained cash 
prizes, and, in addition, shield trophies for 
each craft are being designed for presenta- 
tion to the college of the senior first-prize 
winners. 


CANADIAN-TYPE HOUSES 
FOR BRITAIN 
200 to be Built for RCAF 


WorkK is expected to start soon on a 
Canadian “village” at Radcliffe-on-Trent, 
where 200 bungalows and houses are to be 
built for families of servicemen attached to 
the RCAF base at Langar, near Nottingham. 

This housing project also marks the first 
time, it is believed, that timber surfaced to 
Canadian lumber standards will be used by 
a builder in the United Kingdom. The 
builders, Spooners (Hull) Ltd., have already 
purchased a quantity of CLS Pacific Coast 
hemlock timber for framing members in 
the initial group of houses. Specifications 
for the bungalows and houses are based on 
the principle of brick faced frame construc- 
tion. 

It is hoped to pattern many features of 
the houses along the lines of those built in 
Canada. Central heating, modern kitchens 
with built-in cupboards, refrigerators and 
hardwood floors will be included. The use 
of central heating, it is claimed, becomes an 
economic proposition because of the favour- 
able insulation value of the wall system. 
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The Builder Review of 





PLANT & MATERIAL 


Constructional System 


HE Lanner “ Preform” system consists, 

in the main, of timber, gypsum plaster 
and vermiculite. ‘Outside walls are clad in 
any material desired, internal partitions are 
generally the “ Gypwall” plaster panel, by 
Lanner Ltd., Chevet Works, Chevet Lane, 
Wakefield. The system will shortly be 
available with either steel or aluminium sec- 
tions as alternatives to timber. 


Earth Moving Equipment 


Several new machines in the larger range 
of earth moving equipment have been in- 
troduced by LeTourneau-Westinghouse Co., 
of Illinois, USA. Among these is the 
Adams 220 motor grader with a 60h.p. 
diesel engine, hydraulic control and several 


product has a density of from 4 to 5 lb. per 

cub. ft. and possesses good thermal and 

acoustic insulating power. 

Improved Concrete Building 
Although the Cranley System of prefabri- 
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larger variety of precast windows, the intro 
duction of a gable window and the Introdye. 
tion of overhang to the gable end and eaves 


TRADE NEWS 


Lightweight Panel 





A new development in the application of 
the new material, “ Mineralite,” by Kendel}’; 
Stone and Paving Co., Ltd., at 70, Stafford. 
road, Croydon, Surrey, is to apply a Minera 
ite finely exposed aggregate as a facing to 
Asbestolux sheeting. Of particular appli- 
cation to curtain walling systems, the 
method is available in ty 
types of panel. The firy 
is faced on one side, the 
back being battened ty 
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cated concrete buildings manufactured by 
Hewitt’s, of Cranleigh, Surrey, has been 
altered from time to time during the three 
years of the system’s existence, the latest 
development has considerably altered the 
main changes 


appearance. The are: a 





Adams “* 220” Grader. 











other pieces of equipment. Another is the 
Model C Fullpak Scraper with 18 cu. yd. 
capacity. Powered by a 208 h.p. engine, 
its top speed is 30 m.p.h. A number of 
other hauling units are available for use 
with this machine. 
Lightweight Wall Units 

A new aggregate, perfected by Dohm, 
Ltd., of 167, Victoria-street, London, SW1, 
consists of vermiculite mixed with sodium 
silicate. After being pressurised into the 
required form—slab, block, sheet, or com- 
plete wall unit—it is treated with liquid CO., 
which penetrates into the mix and acts as 
a bonding agent. The absence of cement, 
which is a new feature in building materials, 
means a weight saving of some 85 per cent. 
on an equivalent brick wall. The finished 





provide rigidity, the other 
has another sheet of Asbes. 
tolux fixed to the batten; 
the interstices are filled with glass wool for 
insulation. This type can be decorated 
internally and supplies a complete wall unit 
Maximum size obtainable, 10 ft. by 4 ft, 


Powder Extinguisher Agreement 
Nu-Swift, Ltd., of Elland, Yorkshire, the 
manufacturers of fire-fighting equipment, 
announce the conclusion of an agreement be- 
tween them and Safety First Products Cor 
poration of Elmsford, New York, N.Y., for 
Nu-Swift to manufacture under licence and 


sell throughout the world except in 
U.S.A., Canada, Mexico and certain 
other countries, the patented  Safe-T- 


Meter Dry Powder Extinguisher manufac: | 


tured and marketed in the North American 


Continent by the Safety First Products Cor f 
The necessary consent of the | 


poration. ; 
British Exchange Control has been obtained, 


Built-up Roofing Circular : 
A circular dealing with their built-up roof 
ing is being distributed by The Ruberoid Co, 
Ltd., 1-19, New Oxford-street, London, WCI, 
to architects, engineers and builders through: 
out the British Isles. A photographic print 
is included in each circular showing the 
Royal Pier Pavilion at Southampton on 
which 1,286 sq. yds. of Ruberoid green 








mineral-surfaced roofing were fixed, Pro- 
duced by courtesy of Mr. P. M. Pannell, | 
MBE, MICE, MIMechE, Engineer to South | 
ampton Harbour Board, the print illustrates 
how the roofing can be used on any shape of | 
roof contour: concave, convex, sloping or 
flat. Copies of the circular may be obtained 
from the company upon request. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Certified Carpenters 

ON June 16, the London and Midland 

JY Sections of the Incorporated British In- 
stitute of Certified Carpenters travelled to 
Compton Wynyates in Warwickshire, where 
they were joined by the Building Teachers 
Conference. The parties met again at Ban- 
bury in Oxfordshire for tea. Mr. H. G. 
Wyeth, chairman of council, spoke of the 
friendship fostered by such gatherings. Mr. 
W. H. Wilson, chairman of the Midland sec- 
tion, and Mr. Norman Keep, president-elect 
of the building Teachers’ Conference, replied. 
Architects v. Builders at Golf 

In the annual match played between the 
RIBA Golfing Society and the LMBA Golf- 
ing Society held at West Hill Golf 
Course, Surrey, on June 12, the builders won 
by 12 matches to eight. 
Surveyor’s Retirement 

Mr. Arthur Wilson, borough surveyor of 
Whitehaven, Cumberland, is to retire next 
January when he will have completed 36 
years’ service with the corporation. His 
successor will be Mr. J. N. Bentham, at 
present assistant borough surveyor. 


One-day Conference 

The East Anglian Regional Advisory 
Council for Further Education is staging a 
one-day regional conference, on building 
crafts and technical education, at Cam- 
bridge, on July 3. Details from Mr. S. Bur- 
rows, LIOB, Hatfield Technical College, 
Roe Green, Hatfield, Herts. 
New Director for BIM 

The Council of the British Institute of 
Management has announced the appoint- 
ment of Mr. F. R. Livock, TD, BSc(Eng), 
MIEE, MIMechE, as director of the Insti- 
tute. Mr. Livock succeeds the Hon. L. O. 
Russell. 
£2m. Newcastle Hotel Scheme 

Sir Brian Robertson, chairman of the 
British § Transport Commission, has 
announced that the Commission propose to 
rebuild completely the Royal Station Hotel, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, as an entirely new 
structure which might well cost between 
£1m. and £2m. 
Lodging Allowance Increase 

The National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry have announced that the cur- 
rent rate of lodging allowance at 7s. per 
night is to be increased to 8s., and will take 
effect from September 3. 
Low-Cost House Approved 

A new type of house for council estates 
designed by Mr. Louis Power, a member of 
the staff of the Meriden Rural District 
Council’s surveyor’s department, Warwick- 
shire, has been approved by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. The houses 
will cost about £100 each less to build than 
other types. 


Southern Counties Handbook 


The Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers has published its 
Year Book and Directory for 1956. It lists 
memoranda of useful facts for builders and 
contractors, a section on questions liable to 
arise and the answers, rules and regulations 
of the industry, and a comprehensive direc- 
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tory of professional, technical and other 
bodies, and all the members of the Federa- 
tion by districts. 
Builders Reject Wage Demand 

The Master Builders’ Federation has 
informed the unions catering for 2,000 build- 
ing operatives in Dublin, who are seeking 
a wage increase of 5d. an hour, that they 
cannot concede the claim in view of the pre- 
sent economic situation. 


Dibis Power Station, Iraq 

The Development Board and the Ministry 
of Development of the Government of Iraq 
invite tenders from experienced civil engi- 
neering firms for the construction of the civil 
works for the Dibis Power Station, Iraq. 
Tender documents may be inspected at the 
Iraqi Embassy, 21, Queen’s Gate, London, 
SW7. The closing date for tenders is Sep- 
tember 24. Details advertised elsewhere in 
this issue. 


THE SITING OF NEW 
HOUSES 
Greater Use of “ Wasted Acres’ 
Urged 


. 


SPEAKING at the conference banquet of the 
Incorporated Society of Auctioneers and 
Landed Property Agents at Folkestone on 
June 1, Mr. WILLIAM DEEDES, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State, Home Office, said 
that there were four problems in the housing 
field. There were the slums. There was 
the problem of where to build new houses. 
There was a need to keep sufficient land free 
from building and from the other many 
conflicting claims for land, so that there were 
some places where men and women could 
get “ out of the sound of the anvil and be 
quiet.” Then there was the problem, often 
overlooked, of the innumerable houses 
which were not slums but simply houses on 
which time had laid a very heavy hand. 
That was a problem of which we had hardly 
touched the fringe. This deteriorating pro- 
perty would provide the slum property of the 
future and, as a problem, it was tied up with 
the Rent Restriction Acts. 

Mr. Deedes thought that the engineers and 
scientists had set the statesmen and poli- 
ticians more problems to solve than they 
would solve in this or the next generation. 
“ Automation,” he said, “ may earn our bread 
and butter. It may provide our entertain- 
ment. But it may complicate the supreme 
task . . . of making communities, and not 
just factory centres, of men and women, 
where some of the virtues of English life can 
flourish.” 

The Society’s president, Mr. Howarp 
MINTER, FALPA, said that he wondered 
whether the town and country planners were 
not needlessly destroying much of the 
countryside and needlessly building upon 
land better kept for agriculture. ‘ Why, 
for instance,” he asked, ‘“‘do not town and 
country planners give more emphasis to re- 
development of already existing urban areas 
and less to suburban expansion, or galloping 
subtopia, as one writer has called it, over 
valuable—not to mention beautiful—agri- 
cultural land? Why do they not make more 
use of the many wasted acres scattered over 
the countryside, such as the large amount of 
unused land adjacent to railways along which 
roads might well be built which would serve 
also to open up much of this land for in- 
dustry or housing?” 





INCENTIVES FOR 
MAINTENANCE WORKERS 
Carlisle Corporation’s Scheme 


CARLISLE council may pioneer a scheme 
to provide incentive bonuses for building 
maintenance operatives but first they are to 
ascertain the trades unions views on the 
proposals. 

The scheme will embrace all those build- 
ing trade operatives not at present working 
in accordance with an incentive bonus 
scheme. The interim bonus to be payable is 
3d. per target hour for each completed oper- 
ation. As an example, if the target for a 
job is four hours, then the individual bonus 
will be four times 3d. This principle is in 
no sense a fixed addition to the wage rates, 
since the earnings per working hour are 
related to the output achieved. Each man 
is therefore encouraged to complete as many 
operations as he is able. The money is to 
be paid immediately after it is earned, and 
the council believe it will provide an indi- 
vidual incentive. 

Bonus targets will be based on the assump- 
tion that the operatives’ share in the savings 
will be eighty per cent. The targets include 
for all travelling and waiting time, time 
lost through inclement weather, and include 
all normal labours, special labours, and 
leaving the working area-neat and tidy. 

At the outset the man-hours per operation 
are for craftsmen only, but where a crafts- 
man has an attendant labourer he will be 
paid a bonus equivalent to that earned by 
the craftsman whom he assists, but in pro- 
portion to the hourly wage rate. 

The finance committee have approved the 
scheme in principle, but at their meeting on 
June 19 the council recommended that the 
surveyor, Mr. L. J. A. Stow, consult with the 
NFBTO on the proposals. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Drawback of Import Duty 


Tue Board of Trade give notice that they 
are considering an application for drawback 
of import duty under Section 9 of the 
Finance Act, 1932, in respect of linseed oil 
(imported) and composition floor blocks 
(exported). Any representations which in- 
terested parties may wish to make should 
be addressed in writing to the Board of 
Trade, Tariff Division, Horse Guards 
Avenue, SW1, not later than July 16. 


Census of Production, 1951 
“Constructional Engineering” (Volume 
4, Trade F) was published on June 27 from 
HM Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, 
WC2, and branches (price 2s. 14d. post free). 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Concrete, Ltd., have appointed ALDERMAN 
W. T. Bowen, J.P., as midlands area director. 

Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., have 
appointed Mr. NorMAN Baker to the board of 
directors. 


The directors of Rubber Improvement, Ltd., 
announce that a communication has been re- 
ceived from GENERAL Sir G. Ivor THomas, 
GCB, KBE, DSO, MC, announcing his resig- 
nation from the company’s board of directors. 

T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., makers of Nine 
Elms Paints, have announced that Mr. MARTIN 
STUTELY has joined the board of directors. 

The Armstrong Cork Company, Ltd., has 
appointed Mr. E. MaLtcotm Woop as deputy 
managing director. He is succeeded as manager 
of the building materials division by Mr- 
F. G. A. PHILIP. 
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RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


(THE following particulars. which are ex- 
tracts from the Trade Marks Journal, 
are reproduced with the permission of the 
Controller of HM Stationery Office. The 
Trade Marks Journal can be obtained from 
the Patent Office, annual subscription £5. 


SiLux: 740440. Enamels (in the nature of 
paints). Silexine Paints, Ltd., Richford-st., 
London, W6 


Darry: 749576. Paints. Gosmore Products, 
Ltd., 49, London-rd., Enfield, Middlesex. 

ConveERTO-LAc: 749792. Cold setting lacquers 
for metal, wood, plastics, plaster and glass. 
Plastic Polishes, Ltd., Craven House, Kingsway, 
London, WC2. 

SOLENTLUX: 749862. Paints, varnishes, 
enamels, painters’ colours, distempers, japans, 
lacquers, etc. Lisle, Munday & Co., Ltd., 
Priory-rd., Southampton. 

Hipro: 750144. Flushing cisterns for water 
closets. Shires & Co. (London), Ltd., Green- 
bottom Works, Guiseley, Yorks. 

Bee-Zee: 745524. Plywood, non-metallic 
doors, sawn timber, parquet flooring and block- 
boards, chipboards and wooden mouldings all 
for use in building. Bruynzeel-Schaverij N.V., 
Pieter Ghijsenlaan, Oud Saenden, Zaanden, The 
Netherlands. 

TANDAC: 746732. Building materials, road- 
making materials and wall panels, none being 
of metal; and pipes of earthenware or of 
cement. Superlite Building Materials, Ltd., 
Sculcoates-la., Hull. 

CHEVROLITE: 747733. Non-metallic building 
materials. Ohevron Structural Units, Ltd., 
Greenwich Metal Works, Woolwich-rd., London, 
SE7 


REFLECTAPHALTE: 748897. Asphalt, pitch, tar, 
bitumen and preparations consisting principally 
of one or more of those materials all for use in 
building, roofing, paving and floor making; and 
articles included in Class 19 made wholly or 
principally of asphalt, pitch, tar, bitumen or of 
mixtures of these materials. The General 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., 116, Grafton-rd., London, 
NWS. 

DeEcoLyMPIA: 740730. 
floor stains and varnishes. 
Ltd., 190, High-st., Swansea. 

Tanascu: 747796. Wood preservatives. Hick- 
son’s Timber Impregnation Co. (G.B.), Ltd., 
Ings-la., Castleford, Yorks. 

SuRPRENE: 747965. Paints, varnishes, enamels 
and lacquers. Indestructible Paint Co., Ltd., 
6, Chesterfield-gdns., London, WI. 

QD Frarr: 749365. Paint. William A. Hal- 
stead, Ltd., Goodwood-rd., London, SE14. 

Cerrarc: 750154. Paints and preservatives 
against rust. Cellon, Ltd., 380, Richmond-rd., 
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. 

SANTIMOULD: 750184. Paints. varnishes, 
enamels and lacquers. Sutton & Phillips, Ltd., 


Paints, distempers, 
Matthews (Wales), 


The Factory, Stowupland-rd., Stowmarket, 
Suffolk. 
Eprvar: 750546. Paints and_ varnishes. 


British Cellulose Lacquers, Ltd., 94, Old Broad- 
st., London, EC2. 

Pepo.ac: 750822. Paints, varnishes, painters’ 
colours and distempers. Screeton Paintmaker, 
Ltd., Fishers-ct., Besson-st., London, SE14. 

ASCEMITE: 751062, and RESISKALY: 751063. 
Paints, varnishes, distempers, japans and 
lacquers. Screeton Paintmaker, Ltd., Fishers-ct., 
Besson-st., London, SE14. 

HomEsRITE: 750814. Composition boards. 
J. Berry & Sons, Ltd., Period Works, Lammas- 
rd., London, E10. 

HARLEQUIN: 750523. Asphalt flooring. Asso- 
ciated Asphalt Co., Ltd.,' 10, Shrubbery-rd., 
London, SWI16. 

RILtTtE: 747920. Sheet material made of glass 
fibres bonded together with synthetic resins and 
being for building and constructional purposes 
and for use as roofing material. Rubber Im- 
provement, Ltd., London-rd., brine ge ag a 

Monotex: 745977. Glazed ceramic tiles for 
interior use. T. & R. Boote, Ltd., Waterloo-rd., 
Burslem, Staffs. 

WINCONE: 748874. Acid-resisting cement for 
use in building. H. Windsor & Co. (Basalt), 
Ltd., 748, Fulham-rd., London, SW6. 

LuMAcEeM: 751199. Air-setting aluminous 
cement. Cobridge Refractories, Ltd., Gresham- 
st., Cobridge, Stoke-on-Trent. 


“earliest possible moment.” 
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_ GRANOCRETE: 747561. Preservative prepara- 
tions (not being paints) for concrete; an 
chemical substances (not being paints) for 
hardening concrete surfaces and making them 
acid-resistant and weather-resistant. Granville 
Chemical Co., Ltd., East Royd, Granville-dr., 
Station-rd., Oakworth, Keighley. 

_FLORINOL: 749284, Wood preservatives. 
Flooring and Insulation, Ltd., 5 and 6, Nigel 
Playfair-ave., London, W6. 

JeELAC: 750487. Paints, varnishes, enamels 
and lacquers. Charles Turner & Son, Ltd., 165, 
High Holborn, WC1. 


REHOUSING BIRMINGHAM’S 
OVERSPILL 
New Town Decision Sought 


COMMITTEE of Birmingham City 
Council decided, on June 22, to ask 
the council, at their next meeting on July 24, 
to declare themselves for or against the 
idea of a new town in the Birmingham area 
to absorb excess population. 

If the council and the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government approved, it would 
be the Ministry’s responsibility to examine 
the question of location and finance the 
new town under the New Towns Act, said 
ALD. W. T. Bowen, chairman of the 
committee. 


A 


The decision is an attempt to bring to a 
head Birmingham’s difficulty of providing 
by 1971 for an estimated excess population 
of between 60,000 and 196,000, depending 
on the rate of slum clearance and the 
extent of voluntary emigration. Ultimately 
the population, now 1,118,500, would be 
1,081,000. 

Delays in Approvals 

BIRMINGHAM’S housing officials are worried 
about the slowing-down of the city’s house- 
building programme because of Whitehall 
delays in approving contracts. 

“If the delays continue, the effects on 
the programme will have serious conse- 
quences by next spring,” Mr. A. G. 
SHEPPARD FIDLER, FRIBA, the City Archi- 
tect, warned on June 22. 

At the moment, contracts for 786 of the 
houses the Corporation plan to build early 
next year were still awaiting Ministry 
approval, he said. He blamed the delays 
on the Government’s decision to centralise 
regional Ministry offices in Whitehall. 

Mr. Fidler said that with Cllr. W. H. 
Milner, chairman of the city’s house-building 
committee, he is to meet Ministry officials 
in London to discuss ways and means of 
overcoming a “ very serious problem.” The 
conference is to be arranged for the 
He added that 
the delays must cease “almost immediately ” 
if the slowing-down of the city’s housing 
programme is to be checked in time. 


“ MORE NEW TOWNS 
, WANTED” 
Sir Harold Bellman’s Plea 


AT A COUNCIL MEETING of the Town and 
Country Planning Association, held at the 
Planning Centre on June 21, the chairman, 
SiR HAROLD BELLMAN, when referring to the 
Town Development Act, said it seemed im- 
portant that local authorities should be en- 
couraged during the period of the “credit 
freeze” to get to work dn their schemes so 
that when the national economic crisis eased 
they would be ready to proceed. 
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Speaking of the new towns, he said that 
these, although attracting criticism at the 
outset, were now acknowledged to be an 
emphatic success socially, industrially and 
financially. Those engaged in their Organi- 
sation and administration had acquired g 
great deal of experience which should be 
valuable for an extension of the Principle 
and it seemed desirable that further ney 
towns should now be planned for develop. 
ment when: financial conditions become 
easier. It was important that future 
schemes should not cater primarily for one 
class of the community. Facilities should 
be provided for the private builder and the 
house owner, and opportunities Provided 
for the private enterprise development of 
industrial premises, offices and the retail 
trade. 


EFFECTS OF SYNTHETIC 
DETERGENTS 
Committee Recommend Further 
Research 


TIYHE final report of the Committee on 

Synthetic Detergents, appointed in 
May, 1953, by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, was published on June 
19 (HMSO, price 3s.). 

The report notes that difficulties may arise 
when synthetic detergents come into con- 
tact with some kinds of plumbing systems 
and household appliances, but such diffi- 
culties have not been found to be serious, 

The recommendations made by the com- 
mittee relate almost entirely to the effects 
of household synthetic detergents after 
passing into the sewers. It appears that they 
are not being completely destroyed by 
existing processes of sewage treatment, and 
that foaming, and other troubles, are as a 
result liable to occur at sewage treatment 
works. 

Among tecommendations made by ‘the 
committee were:— 


“Further improvement should be 
sought in the methods available for 
determining small concentrations of 


surface-active material in sewage, sewage 
effluents, and water. 

“The possibility of long-term effects 
on health being caused by the drinking of 
water containing such concentrations, or 
by the use of crockery washed with syn- 
thetic detergents and not rinsed, should 
be kept under permanent medical review. 

“Investigations should be _ further 
pursued at selected sewage works into the 
possibility, with existing or new methods 
of treatment, of effecting more rapid and 
complete destruction or elimination of the 
main ingredients of the present common 
types of household synthetic detergents, 
and the suppression of any foam nuisance 
to which their presence during purifica- 
tion gives rise. 

“The majority of the committee be- 
lieve that a worsening in the situation, 
justifying control of the composition of 
synthetic detergents, is not inconceivable.” 
The chairman of the committee was Sir 

Harry Jephcott, chairman of Glaxo Labora- 
tories, Ltd. The Minister of Housing and 
Local Government is studying the com- 
mittee’s findings and recommendations, on 
which a number of interests and bodies will 
need to be consulted. 









— 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 









HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
T for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities © of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


££. 48 
Pit Ballast aes saa mee uae ie eo. ©6per yd. t & @ 
Pit Sand eee eee eee eee ese 9 k 28 
Washed Sand . ake vas aaa ive aa € : 6.7 
in. Shingle... “es Per aus aie a a I 2it 
im Broken Brick... ats ee asa <a pe 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze... ata i os 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Ageree: ite... «+. per ton 3 09 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ion ca ... per ton 5 1 6 
1 to 6 tons, site ee ‘a § 13 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site ae ave oe . Ps Si 6 
lto6tons do. site ets Poe te 6 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ane be 718 O 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. per ton. 


White Portland Cement ai ARs - 13 2 0 
Under 1 ton . per cwt. | 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards ‘ per ton 614 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 

(l-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up pe 1448 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton athe: 4 at Railway Depot, 

London e 612 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . ae eon — eas -. per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks 7S poe ane ‘baie .. per 1,000 11 17 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... cis ie eis Safa ie 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ae ae aie pe. 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... ee 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons ss 513 0 

Cellular do. ad 513 0 

Keyed do. os 515 0 

Rustics 4 vr <a waa nea ose - 618 0O 

Cellular Rustics ay ss awe see ose a 618 O 

Single Bullnose Commons’ ea a aaa pee 613 0 

Sandfaced ‘ ‘si pe 713 0 

Tuscans a 8 8 0 

Saxons as we tee ~~ ae a 8 16 O 

Golden Buffs _ : date a 9 3 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (L ondon Stations) ae ce 28 15 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) es a a 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... a ee a 2519 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) sé at a 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) 7 ei 7 2 tr 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (L ondon ‘sites) ees a 714 0 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) * Pee ‘we os 2) 16. 3 

in. do. (L ondon stations) — sxe a a 33 8 O 
iH in. Moler Fiue Bricks (London sites)... — i 36 0 O 
2; in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) - 14 8 6 
2% in. Machine-made- Multi ‘Red Facings (London 

sites) a 1413 6 
24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) . 2 15 6 0 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour’ r Facings 

(London sites) a ee 16 1 0 





| 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) J ... perl,000 17 11 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... ies ea 17 6 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (L ondon sites) tes - 41 10 
2} in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) cys re are ie ana “a 13 6 
2) in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) a 14 18 
Glazed Bricks (L ondon sites), “White, Ivory, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers mie eas wi Se p 64 0 

Headers tds Por rrp ee 63 O 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. : Flats eae eu = 80 0 

Double Stretchers es je 85 0 

Double Headers ‘ ve ae wai Pe ‘a 77 10 

One side and two ends sala Pe ae ro - 87 0 

Two sides and one end... ae wal fai a 89 10 

Splays and Squints ; sam % 83 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and 
plus 25% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
a) ee can hes 140 yds. Fre ... per yd. sup. 4 
sh ee fer nee 140 yds. “os aa mn 4 
*3 in. (3 cavity) ree 120 yds. ii ee 5 
BuILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) aa 116 yds. is ww Pe a 
*4 in. (6 cavity) as 95 yds. ies er Pa 6 
6 in. (8} in. X Sgin.)... 1,250 blocks... ... per 1000 26 6 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. au = “ee 100 yds. ae .-» per yd. sup 3 
p. Oe “ee aaa 85 yds. as a 4 
3 in. re <i aa 75 yds. = 5 
4 in. aa ona eae 55 yds. ee es 6 
¢ RANHAM | 
24 in. - 7 
3 in. e 8 
4 in. a 10 
4} in. Load bearing qu: ality #8 ll 
MOLER PARTITION Bock KS 
7 ee rr aaa 150 yds. , _ 15 
yf ea Fe 120 yds. aa 15 
3 in. pes aaa “fs 100 yds. ie 16 
4 in. nn oa 90 yds. 19 


xd 


9 


Awe o 


Sahoo 


6 
9 
0 
0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Conc RETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 


SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. nee aes ea 100 yds. - 5 
7) ye ane aad 80 yds. os 6 
3 in. ean ams itd 65 yds. ‘a 8 
J as ma 50 yds. a 9 
44 in. ... or waa 44 yas. pe 10 
6 in. ace Be pes 33 yds. waa ce a 13 
“THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
24 in. 2 120 yds. : 6 
“THERMALITE-Y TONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLocks 
3 in. tr aa ena 100 yds. aa F “A 8 
4 in. oe ae noe 75 yds, oe 10 
5 in. ees aa anc 60 yds. & 13 
6 in. ae ‘ue tira 50 yds. ye 16 
ae aaa wai 35 yds. ” | ee 
FLtoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ... Sea aes aoe aa --- per 1,000 33 6 
4 in. do. ... is ae si Pee pe 35 14 
5 in. do. aa 42 10 
6 in. do. ‘a 47 17 
7 in. do. “ 58 8 
8 in. do. 68 9 
10” x 3° x 3” we iller Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples 56 15 
12”x3"x¥% do. do. is = 64 10 
10” x 4” x - do. do. a me 71 +O 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


9 
11 
1 
6 
2 
8 


cceccececo 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality +85% 4% 
BSS Best do.... +10% 4 “35% +10% +1173% 
Tested Quality +374%+4 85° +374%+1174° 
BSS Tested do. +473°%+85% +4473%41175% 








410% +130% 
4375 8 + 130% 
+474 624-1306 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


THE BUILDER 


E40 ad 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) -. per 1,000 11 0 6 
4 in. _ | Sas cae os ase he oe Ks 149 6 
6 in. Bes co. aaa oan es ans ose re 29 19 O 
9 in. Oe.....: ase oe on ee one ve of” 5 8 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 _ ii over 
delivered London area... : ... per yd. sup. 3 34 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per ‘yd. sup. do. do. he S 2 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. ne 12 2 
18 in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ... --. per 1,000 41 12 8 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. xt cae ee 32 0 O 
9in. x 9 in. do. do. ~ ae ae is 26 
18 in. X 44 in. do. do. so eee we 19 2’ 6 
14 in. x 44 in. do.’ do. oe abs me 15 4 9 
9 in. x 4 in. do. do. a ae i 10 5 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park we ose eee .-. per ft. cube 8 14 
St. Aldhetm Box Ground a 9 14 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered cca area ,, 8 11 
r Stone. Delivered London area sok ae 8 5 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region poe re 3S 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3 in. Rubbed, tn sine ‘werent and 
stooled cills -. per ft. cube 3 17 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. “ae ses Re 215° 6 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated pe 2 3 30 
12 in. X 3 in. = ~— — throated coping i ym ae: 
14 in. X 6 in. ee ss 211. 9 
44 in. X 9 in. Plinth” a. ven top and face... os 2 6 3 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes -.- per ft. sup. $ 3 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... per ft.cube 1 8 3 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork a eee cop $i eee = Las: 46 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 
14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on il 
and front ead ft. cube 2 12 9 
12in. X 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 2 63 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes : per ft. sup. 9 4 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French me — from 
Lincolnshire district ‘ 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district os Pt cis 30 9. 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district :.. are 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ane ose 14 1 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ... a 13 18 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. Se ee 140° 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ae nee ee 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} eo oes a Bee Ss i 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) See aes ane 19 0 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
mn in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1, T'000 actual. 
24 x 12 res ane ae Se oie si ath 137 4 
2.x AZ dee eis Rae see ore <b eee 111 8 0 
2 & ii a 100 14 1 
20 x 12 ° ‘ aes 94 10 
20 x 10 ase 90 8 6 
18 x 10 ° ss 6217 0 
i. x. > o = . . 55 1 6 
16 x 10 49 10 0 
16x 8 ous oe iS 3 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality she me Ex. — per standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality . * £100 to £105 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring He £110 0 0 
Hardwood— 
ee S.E. wea do. per ft. cube 110 O 
Honduras do. = do. a 3-5 oO 
European do. ae do. a 2 5 
do. Japanese do. aes do. es 210 0 
do. Engtish Logs sawn ... do. ss 117 6 
Teak 8in. average S.E. ... do. “ 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. is 15 0 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
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DOORS (in Lots I-i1) 


Delivered London area. £a4 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2.0 in. X 67% Gin. ... ae aoe each 112 9 
2 ft. 3 in. X 6ft. 6m. ... Re 113 9 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ma 1 14 9 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ss ae ae ue 116 6 
2 in. -_ but top panel open. "Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. X 6ft.6in. .. Sse ane ae o 299 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. aes aaa ae pe 2h ¢ 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. "Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... ae eas ae Pa 219 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ae 2 3% 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) see (per yd. 5 8 
4 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) seis noe ca i” 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ce eos a 81 
2+ in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) — See oe 10 3 
3. an: do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) + 7 li 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness. 
$ in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
; per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
¢ in. ea do. eae er oe a * 2 a5 
in. do. ese ‘ao ya 
in. panies Flat Building $ Sheets ” . per yd.sup. 3 8 
din. do. ae : wae ace i 410 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply S68 ae eae one as nS ia 
do. 2-ply ... , ses ees Ss 20 
Best Scotch Glue A slabs . perdcwt. 5 0 0 
do. pearl ee = 5 50 
Croid Glue... ; ; <o 20-10, 2 656 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) : eas «oe per ton 70 10 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . aes nae ss 67 00 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ee oe. per cwt. S a6 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) sae ee in 3 30 
METALS 
STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin., 8in. X Sin., 8 in. xX 6in., 10 in. xX 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to enpins delivered 
London area perton 44 § 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 1} in. 4in. X l}in. ... ses «es re 3 10 0 
3 in. X 3 in. ee ae ene ass aa ‘i 210 9 
4in. X 3 in. 10in. x 4in. ... ane ae a 1 10 0 
Sin. X 24 in. San: X Sips. sss wes ne re 115 0 
4} in. x 1} in. is es roe see eae a 3. 300 
Sin. x 4$ in. Tin, X Shin, 13. X Sin. 1 15 0 
6in. X 3 in. 2410 X Te i. os Pee sis ms 2 ee 
6in. X 44 in. Tin. X 4 in. pean 150 
9in. X 4 in. 104n. XS sss a ay ? 
12 in. X 5 in. 22h: TAGs sss een sae ‘si 100 
9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. X 8in 
14 in. x 54 in. 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 
i5:in.. <.-S4n. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in. = 10 0 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in 
18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64 in. 20 in. x 7% in. 
Steel angles average price... oe we wee ws 46 5 0 
Steel tees average price ees ies sf 47 5 0 
Fabricated work delivered London— ; 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... aa aan ae rm 61 7 6} 
Compound girders... aes aon aes eee mt 67 10 0 
Stanchions ns ase aes ae «ad a 72 17 6 
Compound stanchions — : sas awe KA 47 a8 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae eee ie 90 10 0 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and # in., } in. and j in. bolts average 
price London area percwt. 5 3 0 
FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
to BSS785 ex — ar si in. diam., and 
upwards 44 10 
3 in. diam. oak oe are -s per ton extra 8 12 
- iN, “G0; «ss sa ee eee sae ; we 6 12 
do. eae des aER ae aoe ae ae 412 
m:. U0; «.. sia tis * 32 


Mitp Steét Tues 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings. Malleable Fittings 
ClassA + 114% | 
Class B + = % Light + 383% Malleable List —283% + 40% | 


Class C + 404% 
Blass A — 1149 
ass A — 
Class B + 3 
Clas C+ 15 % 


Heavy + 463% 


Light + 554% Malleable List—283% 
Heavy + 33 Y 
C.I, HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Sto 
Gutters Nozzles En 
3 in. ac ai ay a 3/84 3/4 il 
3¢ in. ae wis se ‘ 4/04 3/7 /il 
4 in. Bax, > pages © ode 5/24 4/1 1/5 
ss a om 5/84 4/6 18 | 
5 in. ae eae 6/44 4/11 2/0 


—— 


ooococoem 


List prices and following discounts: | 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 
or — sty 
in. ae aan a0 aes 
3} Sa 5/4 4/4 1/5 
44 in. eee eee coe eee eee a 2 
ai a a |. 5/11 2/3 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. hegte Pipe Bends _ Branches 
2 in. a ose daa <a WAL 4/1 5/10 
eS * is ae eee a . 7 4/6 7/10 
3 in. ees eee as waa ‘ae 8/11 5/8 8/5 
3$ in. fee eae wan ane «os JO 6/8 10/2 
4 in. <ée eee pe eee =: 11/84 8/1 12/0 
Lce. COATED SOIL PIPES 

2 in. eee res 9/0 7/0 8/5 
Bie cc, ees “eek 9/54 7/8 10/6 
3 in. rer ae aaa 10/8 8/5 12/6 
3$ in. ai 11/11 10/6 14/7 
4 in. 13/64 11/9 17/2 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 124% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton iots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN PIPEs 
] 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. ua ae sues 0 1 31/4 21/9 38/9 
6 in. ay ren ce ae a 46/2 58/0 92/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 2} in. 3in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... -per yd. 3/11$ 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoes * _ ws GaGa 2/7 2/10 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches __... ae es 4/- 4/9 5/8 7/1 
Bends square or obtuse... fa 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 4$ in. proj. ... a 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 
do. Gm do. .«. 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 
ASBESTOS O.G. "Gutters AND FITTINGS 
in. 4} in 5 in. in. 
Gutters 6 ft. vinaall «per yd. 3/8} 4/2 4/114  S/115 
Drop ends each 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stopends ... xa aca eo -/i1 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles pas “ae ea pe 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles Per ae ao 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips 1/6 1/9 2/2 2/6 
ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in 44 in 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/7} 3/14 3/24 3/94 5/34 
Drop ends ose CAER 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stop ends ane ean “te -/10 /il 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles oe aa 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles wae ‘a ~o 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips ... se gs 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
= s &@ 
Iron—Staffordshire om nici a 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars «< aan 4618 0 
Mild Steel Hoops eae ian <0 aaa 42 17 6 
Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and wa A— £. sé 
20 gauge fre ese neo eco aaa Pee 56 2 6 
24 gauge ies ee wed ots oo se aa 58 12 6 
26 gauge oa ee one 6112 6 
Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 ft. to ‘9 ft.— 
20 gauge ak mee eu ce 64 7 0 
24 gauge axa su aa ree aa Por aes 67 17 0 
26 gauge es aie as ree a 26 
Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and C. re -- 
20 gauge ese om ane wa ae aa aam 65 7 0 
24 gauge “aks ie ai aaa eas ae ree 68 17 O 
26 gauge “<6 ian sas ae <a a eee 7412 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) s. d. 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... --. per Ib. 2 9 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... —,, ? ae | 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... 2 8} 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
2 6} 


per sheet 


a 
UNWOUNIN oO CO 
we 


Cop tap tp ap 


wide) 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (121 in. 
Cumeet sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility ‘Circular 
Protile 8 ft. x 32 in. xX 20 SWG 1 11 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20SWG. * 1 16 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple mouk ding - per ‘bb. 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP | in. => round 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SW ‘m 


wide) * 2 11 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG. “a 1 10 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEI WP simple angle i 
Tubing BS 1471 HT10WP 1} in. O/D x on SWG os 


UPNNNN 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. fin. ldin. Zim. 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
ui iron - pnt BL is 

oilet bib cocks for iron ea - 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 71/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 

iron eae . «- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 

ldin. 1}in = 3in. 3}in. 4in 

Caps and screws ... oa «ae a= 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


31/11 31/11 56/2 — 91/5 


Brass sleeves ee 
‘1d x 6b. 1} x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 71b. 


Lead P. trap with brass ome 
screws a ma .. 70/9 88/6 141/7 241/11 
Lead S. trap do. 85/6 106/3 174/- 312/8 
Solder 4. 
Plumbers’... aa eee <a per Ib. 4} 
Tinmen’s.... ‘aaa ate S44 aa ee a 4 il 
Blow pipe... “a aaa “< aaa ase ” 5 0 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 353d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. d. 
Sin. x 19 gauge ... 134 Total per Ib. 48% approx. per ft. 134 
Zin. X19, fen, Sha rs a SEE » 18% 
bimnxis | we 108 ss sn Se a » 28% 
It in. x18 va Me ~o <= o I 
ldin. X18, <a 9 pe ow. SE a a 
2 in. x 17 113 46i » 65% 


Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 385 5 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a is me 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 9 »» 8 2 0 
Brass TUBES 

Brass tubes basic sass aoe mere and manufactur- 

ing extras - es per Ib. 2 4 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£46 

Lead Sheet, English, 3$ Ib. substance and upwards perton 151 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils aS 152 6S 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. wer oe 153 15 

over 4 in. dia. ae Se 155 15 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | saa a 153 15 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton tas aaa awe ee «per cwt. 2 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. os ce pe akan a 4 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. aes as ee © 


coo coooo 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site ‘or ton 711 9 
do. White do. do. es 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. dav Me 714 0 
do. Fine do. do. ro ae 8 2 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ... P ae oS 614 6 
Hydrated Lime do. waa aan eae ese, Cad 517 6 
Lump Lime do. siete aa pe 
White Keen's or Parian Cement in 1- ton loads" abt Veg 1017 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton ee pots eee 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads... ee aa 29 4 
Hair . per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Fin. thick 600 
yas. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd, oe 
,200 yds. . ee 2 4 
mm. Insulating do. 2 in. thick 600 "yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ‘aan ‘e 211 
1,200 yds. 2 iod 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., # in. thick, 600 ang and over in one henpastane 
Delivered site... i 2 6 
1,200 yds. 3 2 § 
Do. Insulating do. 2 in. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site os wa- 2 34 
1,200 yds. ae ‘ wie aaa ite «ia c 


Ashtead 


Atherstone RD 


840 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper 
Washable Distemper 
Gloss Paint 


Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . . 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins 


kegs 


Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ke eg 


Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 


Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 


Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 


Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) 


do. 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 _ ) drums extra .,. 
d 


Oo. do. (40 


Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 
White Lining Paper 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Ins 
Oak Pale Copal do. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 


Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 


Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish .. 
Japan Gold Size se 
Black Japan... oe 
Brunswick Black see 
Berlin Black ... a“ 
Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 


gal.) do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 


eee eee 
eee 


eee eee 


ide see 


French and Brush Polish (do.) os 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


eee 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. 


24 0z. ,, ” ” 
26 = ” ” ” 
320. 


$ in. “Rolled Plate 
7%; in. and 3 in. Rough Cast . 


£ sd: 

coe Ppercwt. 1 7 6 
ase = > 3 0 
eos’ Per gal. 210 O 
perrcwt. 311 0 
percwt. 914 0 

per gal. 3 9 6 
percwt. 712 0 

spe os 218 O 
+. «per tin 9 0 
+. per gal. 7 63 
ei * 17 9 
a rm 5 6} 
a é 4 8} 
3 os y hae. 

: ” 20 
oe per Ib. 2.0 

+. per piece i 1 


es per gal 
ake a 
a ae 
Ss os 
aes i 
ae me 
esi = 
ees in 
aes a 
aes a 
oes ne 
3 ” 
® ” 
eee ” 
Cut Sizes 
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Per ft, Super 

tin. rien Rolled -_ a, ems patterns: “. 
do. Standard Tints. aes ove fie i 1 15 
do. Special Tints ... 34 
Zin. Pinstripe, aN, Reeded, _Reedlyte and | 
Luminating a i4 

4 in. Wired Cast be “ss ee Si Ls 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ae oe mew san 1 54 
—_— Glass Blocks— Each 

PB. on X52. 3h in. ... one asa a 211 
P.B.3 74 X 7% X 3¢in. ... uae ese : 45 
P.B.32 7% X 73 -X 3$ in. aes aes 45 

Radiused ae en to — * with— 

P:B.2 ave sae eee § 
PBS eee sks ons eee Se0 7 ; 
P32 ~— a8 Sen i eee ARs eee 70 

4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding . sup. Ai sas Pe 3 10 
Ra en m ft. sup. ACP ies ae 49 
oe a a 45 ft. sup. ae ee c Sa 
ss ra ie 100 ft. sup. 6 0 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. —- or 250 in. one ieee or 135 in. 
both ways... iv 9 0 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” eee 17 4 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 17 2 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than 4 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet ont Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Minimum Per ft. sup, 


Description of Glass — s. d 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. aie fre ‘ ,000 
24°02: ys ces sis ane ; 2,000 
re - ee Wes ons ae 2 2,000 
Zz rae ‘ .. 2,000 11} 

re sae “Rolled Plate ‘ , sea ... 1,000 8$ 
¢in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White ,000 8h 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte... 1,000 11h 
fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast. 2,000 1 0 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. 2,000 a 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 23 
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~ CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM APRIL 16, 1956. 


Town. 


PRIOR sic cocissssenseanvaeses A 
Aberdare ........ weed 
Abergavenny A 
Abingdon 
Accrington ... 
Addlestone ... 
Afan Valley ... 
Aldeburgh ....... 
Aldershot District 
Alfreton UD . 











Alnwick UD 

Altrincham 

Amble .... 

Ambleside .. .A2 
Amersham ....... Al 
Ammanford A 
BROCE 2... 00c00000 ae | 
Anglesey, Isle of . none 
Sees ey 
Arundel ..... ons 
,, ee we 
Ashbourne RD .... coma 
Ashbourne UD ............... A2 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A 
Ashby Woulds UD 
Ashford (Kent) ......... 
Ashford (Middlesex) 
Ashington UD ........ 





Ashton-under-Lyne sei 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... 





Attleborough “ 
PEINENUNEE  ssscnctecascrsensentd A2 





(Every endeavour is 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 


Craftsmen ... 


Labourers 


eee 


A Al A2 
4/34 4/3 4/24 
3/9 3/84 3/8 





Town. 


Aylesbury . 
Aylesham 


Bagshot 


Bakewell UD 
Banbury 


Bangor 


Barnard Castle UD 
Barnoldswick UD .... 
Barnsley CB 
Barnstaple 
Barrow-in-Furness 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD 

(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 


Barry 


Beccles 


Bedford 





Basford RD (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds Al}) ...... A 
Basingstoke 
_ eee 
Batley MB .. 
Baxterley 


Beaconsfield District . 
MOAT. -wcasesaupskecsecare 


Bedale RD 












>>B>>2552 


Town. Town. 
nee Blackpool 
Bedlingtonshire UD . Blackwell RD .,, 
MWA 5c voviadnssoseheonsaso¥e Blandford .......... 
Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD 
fC © ee Re ne ee Blidworth . 
BION cssecesnse DIV By aces 
Berkhamsted BOG: ...ccs0cee 


Berrington 


Beverley MB 


Bewdley MB...... 
Bexhill-on-Sea 


Bideford 


Bilsthorpe 


Birchington 


Birkenhead ..... 
Birmingham CB 
Bishop Auckland UD......... 
Bishop’s Stortford ... 
Bishops Castle MB 


Bispham .. 
Blackburn 








Berwick Borough ie 


Biggleswade ... 
Billericay ....... 
 ___ 
Billingham UD . 


Bilston MB .... 





Bognor Regis 
Boldon UD 


MOMOR ..0iccccee 
Boston MB .... 


Brackley MB 
Bracknell 


Braintree 


>> d>d>d>d>d> ERR >>>2b5> 





>> 


Bridlington RD 


sieeeeve err. 







Bolsover UD. 


Bourne End ........ 
Bournemouth District 


Bradford-on-Avon 


Brandon & Byshottles UD “a 
Brecon—Borough of. 
Breconshire, County of 


Brent Knoll 
A Brentwood 
A2 Bridgend ......... 


Bridlington MB ... 


Grade, 








made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
















Town. Grade; 
Bridgnorth MB © ......sese00 Af 
Bridgnorth RD ... AZ 
Bridgwater 
Brierfield 


Brighouse MB .... 
Brighton& Hove .. 
Bristol District 

Broadstairs ......... 
Bromsgrove UD 
Broughton, Flint 
Buckfastleigh 
Buckingham ... 
Buckley ..... 
RD A idheiec cia voeuauh 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnham-on-Sea ...... 
oo 
Burton-on-Trent C.B.. 
BRE, sexcnateewctussiccns 
oa St. Edmunds 
Buxton ... 
Byfleet .. 


Caernarvon 


ssisvdesevssseaeel A2 
Caernarvonshire, —_ “- 
Calder Valley ...... A 
Camberley District | 





Cambridge ............ 
Cannock UD 
Canterbury ..... oo 
MOREL. <scasouceuasvscssscssenin’ A 
Cardiganshire,County of = 
MORDUSIS ss ise cexcavsesssceses aeees 








jun 








wa 
Bere _ 


= 
PAS Ss SIs Pay eee 
— i 
SryeSRcoon unt Zs 


Grade; 


ee 







= 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES-—Continued 



















































































































































































































































Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. 
Carlton UD ...---++seensereceees A WOCRNNNN,  ciiccicciciccacncecd A2 MAMI: icduanavaniatawaenngecee A2 - Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB .........A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Felixstowe ... Al Lichfield MB coe A ford Haven) .............4+ A2 Swadlincote UD ..... A 

hire,Cnty of $A2 Filey UEP ..... ict Lincoln CB . ey Penmaenmawr . sala Swaffham ........ -A2 
Carmarthens: y : nseees 
Carnforth ......0++-seeeeeeeereees A a a - uA Liskeard .... ae 7 Penrith UD . Al Swanage District . _" 
d UD ey lint MB ..... i Littlehampton ..A2 RII, Faidevseascnsasanuncda A2 SOMONE <n ncascacene ‘os 
ao A Folkestone . .A2 Liverpool OM Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District Rey 
oo ‘je-Frit A Frinton Al Llandudno . ern Regional portion) ...Al Swinton UD A 
-en-le-Fri ee AL FP LIAMGUCTIO ... 2. cece cece eee e eens ee AEF SWETOT UE  oecccseeeceecevene 
BN ruses a 2 Se ee Al Llanelly (inci. Lianelly RD) “A Petersfield .......cssesseeeneens A2 
Charmy Down .... A “ Lianfairfechan ............... A2 Pickering woe AZ Tamworth MB ...........0- A 
Chatham District ney Gainsborough UD ............ A Llangollen ......... ..A2 WRWETIOON EE ones cccressnccdsness A Taunton .A2 
Chatteris .-....+++++- .A2 Gateshead CB ........ A London ... toe Pontefract MB .. Le © Tavistock -A2 
Cheadle *(stafis) RD me Gillingham (Dorset) . ey: Long Eaton A Pontypool & District A Tenterden ..... <ul 
Chelmsford .....-+++++ ay Gillingham (Kent)....... “is RG ceiceecctasssavacas A2 Pontypridd District A Teignmouth .. we A2 
Cheltenham . ay Glastonbury & Street Loughborough MB ey * Porthcawl — ........c000 A Tewkesbury ..... Al 
Chepstow Al Glossop OUR IGE cavescececsces Al Portishead ... ey * Thames Haven a 
Chertsey r rey Gloucester A Lowestoft ay’ Portland Bill .. wy Pi See .A2 
CHAE sicesoac0ssees A Sr Cnty. of be LP oe A2 Portsmouth ... ey * Thirsk RD .... ae * 
vereio Street U ey jodalming Ludlow MB . ay. Port Talbot A Thorpe Bay ........... ar 
Chesterfield MB ..... A Goole, MB 7 Ludlow RD . «hid Preston ey Thurrock UDC Area ......... A 
Chesterfield RD . ae Goole RD (part—Airmyn, a aes ¥ aay * Princetown .. .-A2 ,. North of to Billericay...A 
Chichester ......++++ .A2 MRNA soiczccasnuanerccdabsaeas A Lyme Regis ........ ..A2 Pudsey MB ........cccccscooeees A Tilbury uA 
Chipping Norton.. AZ Gosport ........ Lyneham (Devon) --A2 Pulborough  ......ccccccoesees A2 Todmorden MB ... A 
‘Chipping Sodbury _ sasaesans A2 Grantham MB . MAREE savsicsvcscecscnssuedens A Tonbridge ........ re 
hippenham (inc. Chippen- eo rane A , Torquay ai 
Chip pe vithin eaN andere Grays Thurrock UD Area...A Radnorshire, County of tA2 Totnes Al 
huish) ...... .A2 Great Yarmouth ..............- A Macclesfield .......eseeseeeeee A RAMSBate _.....ccereccccesesese A2 TNA heasace <n 
Cirencester .A2 Grimsby 2. oe a oo due <ec Trowbridge od ae 
ey Grimsby RD t hk, aidstone ..... tees ayleigh ..... A COON ics saincn rad aoa 
Chorley...+++- he-9- aly her Maldon (Essex) . Al Reading a oat fells AL 
Clacton ......- Al Guildford District ............ 2 g Tunbridge Wells A 
Clay Cross UD... <A Maltby UD ... A Redcar B .... ae ey” Tynemouth CB .........000+ A 
Cleethorpes MB sch Halesowen MB ............05- A Malton UD .. - A2 Redditch UD ........ A 
Clevedon ......++- Al Halifax CB ....... ey Malvern UD . Al Redhill & Reigate .. ee Biwi caeancenaes 
Cleveleys .. ey Halstead ....... A2 Manchester ... oA Rhondda Valley ..... <a Uppingham (Salop) ... 
(uilisfoe..c A Haresfield .. Al bene ss + geen . Al Richmond B (Yorks) . Sey Uttoxeter RD ....... oes 
ille UD ... «okt Harlow ........ A ansfie A Ripon MB ............ -A2 Uttoxeter UB... ..<...<cccceces 
Yosees (Surrey) A Harpenden A — RELATE ——— —— Neda ay vs 
pare A Harrogate MB.... A ATLALS oe eeeeeeeeeeereree ese Ae ochester_ ........ Al : 
—" ay, my Sasnamaat B : A Market Harborough RD...A1 Ross-on-Wye ey Wakefield CB ......-....00+++++ 
Colwyn Bay -Al Harwell ....... A2 Market Harborough UD ...A Rossendale V alley ocadl Wakefield RD .... < 
Congleton ..... Al Harwich A ae. UD A2 Rotherham CB . soul ee a 
e Martock ..... ula i alisend “3 
— 2) oe Az | Maryport... | 4 
PS 5) RIES A Hatfield (Herts) . A Matlock UD A Rugeley UD .. Al Walton-on-Naze 
Cornwall, County of......$A2 BEAVGINE ons. cecnsecsue A MeIKSHAUD «<<< 000000000 ey? FRUgeett CE vccccecseccaccecee A Wall «....-eeeceeeeseeseeseeeeee ees A 
Corsham’ District a Haywards Heath .. A2 one Mowbray UD 7 yee enrei roe 
2 erionethshire .......... ..A2 AITINQLON ..... 62. eeee rece rere 
Coventry CB . “A Heanor UD ....... A Mak 7 Saffron Walden ...........- A2 Wiwiuae A 
Cranbrook .. .A2 Hemel Hempstead . 7 5 ste eeef : Bhsteh bs 
CPAUEIGD .<.0.00-0sescesenceses A2 Henley-on-Thames ay: Mexborough UD. ............A 9 ye yc —- Welleabees MB. = — 
Al He fo "i OF ane ae 2 Middlesbrough CB . ae St. ustell .. As ellingdorougnh ee a 
Semel iis Sic Herefordshire, Cnty. of $a2 Middleton A St. Helens +A Wellington UD ..........-.+-. A 
Crewe ..... S Herne Bay is Kies Aan A2 Middlewich ie aay St. Neots _..... .A2 Wellington (Somerset) + A2 
Crewkerne ‘ Wertford ....... a Mildenhall ......... -— Salisbury Cay. .. -A2 Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Gee ic gccchaes A Hesham REY... A Milford Haven UD AL Salisbury Plain .... : -A2 Wells (Somerset) oo Ae 
Crook and Willington Hexham UD A Minehead  ...........ssseeeeees A2 Sandy  seeeeeesssees A2 Welwyn ! A 
UD Heysham = A Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth .. Welwyn Gar. City ..... uA 
ohio gg % Hey: =a Monmouthshire...............-Al Saxmundham .. 2 West Bromwich CB.. uA 
Crowborough IE WOOR cs ecnccscoussss A ‘ 
Cuckfield Higham F MB. A Morecambe ..... occ Scarborough MB.. A Lo rer .A2 
Cwr oe ee Hish Ww be gig y Moreton Valence A2 Scunthorpe MB ..... ei” Westcliff-on-Sea ..........++++ A 
Pinner mi nseisessedicereecersten Hivckle yD ‘ A Moriey ......... A Seaford & Newhaven......A2 Westerham .............0- <sokan 
, Hitchin. 7 Morpeth B “i Seite UR ncicecn.cc A West Hartlepool CB ......... A 
Dalton-in-Furness .........++. A “Te plate Morpeth RD Sevenoaks apy Westmorland (except 
Darlington CB A Hoddesdon A Mundesl " me Shaftesbury 2 Kendal) 
; MOSER ic vavsnssaskcncncene 2 Shaftesbury ......- Ae AL) scsercrerererereceers 
Destnonth ; rn a senvs re Sheerness .......... .A2 Weston-super-Mare ......... n 
ATWEN ....0.006 oo eee eee 5 Sheffield MB ... aA III ooo setcdcatecnqrninns 
ow MB --A2 Horncastle UD A2 Wanttviict 6623) oe en A Shepton Mallet . ..A2 Weymouth (including Port- 
soagareosecoes ae | 2 | Neath & Valley “Sa | Sherborne ....... TA2 land Bill, excluding Port- 
Denbigh Town A2 Huddersfield C oe Nelson ..........- ney Shipley ......... A land Stoneyards) Al 
. Thy CB ....sccecccssccescoeees “ A Hull s er Newark MB acai Shoeburyness A bac innd > eaanedenen 
EEO sa sicoceceoss ie 2 meee ery RNOIENIES! 9 oc udscucavcuactecates A2 Shoreham ........ A hitby ‘ 3 
Devon, County of ..$A2 sane (Siafis) i Newcastle-on-Tyne CB......A Shrewsbury MB .. ey” Whitehaven A 
WCWNOOEy CEP csccccscccesscccss A BOD (SEAMS J00+0 20000088 Newcastle-under-Lyme A Sirhowy Valleys .. ey Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
— ae Iikeston MB A New Forest District ......... Al Sittingbourne ....... A2 br and District ae 
MME cciaisesns eS. RCO MEE oes csccccecescerscss Newmarket ......... mt Skegness UD .... Al ickford ...cccccecee 2 
Doncaster CB . A likley UD... A Newport, Mon. .. al Skipton UD ........ A Widnes ... A 
Dorchester .A2 Ipswich .........+. vA Newport Pagnell .-A2 Sleaford UD . Al Wigan cay * 
Dorking .......0-.sseseeeereees A Isle of Sheppey --A2 Newquay ......... ..A2 Slough, Windsor Wigton .A2 
agg ony of oper = ‘a ses a Newton Abbot ... Al District a ee serene al 
ing Foole, Swanage an sle o ight ... + Ae Normanton UD A Smethwick CB |... ilts. County of............ p : 
Wimborne Al) ............ A2 Ilfracombe —......eeeeeeee ees A2 Northallerton District ...... A Snettisham ....... ‘ Wimborne ........ ened 
Dover ......2000+0+ -A2 Northallerton UD ............ A Solihull UD ........... nee Wincanton al ---A2 
Dovercourt . A GGLOWIY ois vs can axacceducnveans A Northampton CB cae Somerset, County of...... tA2 Winchester ..... POSES 
Driffield UD .......... Al North Shields ....... hy Southampton and Windermere my 
Drigg & Carleton A Weeigitey MIB) s...<3<.0<ceserie A North Walsham .A2 en |, See Wisbech .... ee 
Droitwich MB ...... A os ee salle Northwich .......... Raa Southend-on-Sea Dist....... Witham ........... Al 
Dudley A Kenilworth UD............... A Norton Radstock Al Southport Withernsea UD A 
Dunstable A Moetioring BED ....ccccscereccess A Norwich ........... ay South Shields CB wa Woking ........... Al 
Durham B ....ssecseeeseereees A MMI ycsic¢ccssuecscoesoes A Nottingham CB .. ey” Southwold _....... wes Wokingham .......... .A2 
Kidderminster MB............A Nuneaton MB ..........0006 A Spalding UD .. Wolverhampton CB .........A 
Kingskerswell  ........ rey Stafford MB. Wolverton District -A2 
King’s Lynn ..... acoA : Staines ...... - Woodbridge -A2 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton sont —— > Ereereaer esses rc Stamford MB . ence Wooduall Spa UD. A 
East Kesteven RD............ WWD ces ceckccccsn anes seco Giekect “er SHON WIRE <<. <cssecoasssccned A Woodstock -A2 
East Retford MB........ one Knaresborough UD uA Ol — --A2 SHCWOMIIG onc ccccsccccetsccsnes A Worcester CB . al 
Eastwood (Notts) UD. MATGMO  SonccecasXennanenaens A dnam . A DireR ORE ava ccins ce ascaacenets A Workington ...... <n 
Ebbw Vale & District.. peer “Sige A Stockton RD . pany” Worksop MB . a 
Edenbridge .A2 WARN B oae oiccnscaccackckuast A } norong “ee _ Stockton-on-Tees B... Jacl Worthing .......... A2 
ee j Leamington MB. hh ssett forbury $ Stoke-on-Trent CB . dual Wrexham (incl. Cefn).........A 

; Os A2 

Epping Sabaens ey Leatherhead. ey Gua ts sae “A2 Stoke Orchard ...... Al Wroughton .......... Al 
Evesham MB : Leeds CB ... A Oxford : ar Stourbridge MB .. weal Wylam .........0+ A 

eter ....... a Leek UD ..... ay * saps oases sky Stourport UD . . A Wymondham _.........0e000 A2 
Lo eae A2 Leicester CB ...... ool Oxted reereeeseereeseeeeeesens Al Stowmarket ... Al 

Leighton Buzzard .. Al Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A bf ee ee 

MRIS o cso cs cccoccesesavase A2 eee ...A2 Padstow Stroud (RD Area) Al Yeovil Borough . 
Falmouth .... .A2 Leominster Pome |. Paignton i Sunderland CB .... ee Di a eee ae 
Fareham ECCHWORUD. so vscccccseacaccescs A PRS aoe wsciiens decahacucsactoesent Sunningdale ............see00 Al Weatain ltt sss ccs coassaccaccacsens 




















For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 5d.; Labourers. 3s. 104d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 44d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 10d. +Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 

Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 5d. pet hour. | Women engaged on work other than 
craft processes, 3s. 1d. per hour. 









For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 844 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


BRITISH EASTERN CARIBBEAN.— 
The building of a deep-water harbour at 
Bridgetown which has been in discussion 
stage for some considerable time now is 
likely to be started as soon as plans are 
agreed. The Barbados Government has 
sufficient funds for the project. Technical 
advice has also been obtained from Britain. 
In British Guiana, a new margarine factory 
is to be erected at Providence, East Bank, 
Demerara. 

A factory for the production of hollow 
cement building blocks, in colours, is to be 
established in Trinidad. Daily production 
will be about 13,000 blocks but provision is 
being made for expansion. A company is 
to be formed with a capital of $1m. for the 
purpose. A new company, Caribbean Steel 
Co., Ltd., with a nominal capital of $100,000 
has been registered in Trinidad and intends 
to build a factory in Port of Spain to pro- 
duce nails, screws and other metal require- 
ments for the building industry. The 
American firm Wispese Internation Inc., of 
New York has decided to open a firm in 
Trinidad for the manufacture of women’s 
clothing. A German firm is known to be 
interested in opening a footwear factory on 
the island. 

Plans for the construction of the new 
terminal buildings at Piarco Airport, Trini- 
dad, are now approaching finality. A 
wide range of equipment will undoubtedly 
be required and United Kingdom firms 
manufacturing in this specialised field 
should see that their products, prices and 
delivery position are kept well in the notice 
of the Director of Civil Aviation, Trinidad, 
and the Director of Works and Hydraulics, 
both of whom are on the Planning Com- 
mittee. Messrs. J. N. Harriman & Co., Ltd., 
of Port of Spain have been awarded a $3m. 
contract for work on the Laventille Swamp 
Road. Three miles of dual carriageway 
across the swamp are to be provided under 
this contract and further work is expected 
on its completion. 


DENMARK.—A_ Swedish consortium, 
the Hialsingborg-Elsinore Bridge Syndicate 
representing leading citizens of Hialsingborg 
(Sweden) has submitted plans to the Danish 
side of the Oresund Committee for a bridge 
across the Sound between the two towns. 
The plans drawn up by Krupp of Rhein- 
hausen in co-operation with other leading 
German companies propose a bridge 5,230 
metres long and 45 metres high. It will 
carry a railway track and two roadways with 
cycle paths and footways. The cost is esti- 
mated at £20}m. to be shared eaually by 
Denmark and Sweden. 


FORMOSA —The Taiwan Power Com- 
pany is drawing up a plan to harness the 
water power of the Tachi river in central 
Formosa. As a first step, two power 
Stations will be built at Ku Kuan and Ching 
Shan, generating respectively 90,000Kw 
and 120,000Kw. Construction will begin 
in 1957 and will take three years. This 
company has recently signed an agreement 
with the Westinghouse International Cor- 
poration for a loan of $6m. repayable in ten 
years for the construction of a new thermal 
plant in western Formosa. The site of this 
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new station has not yet been announced. 
Thirty miles south west of Taipei a new 
dam is to be constructed. Known as the 
Shihmen dam project it will irrigate a large 
area of farmland and will also furnish an 
additional 80,000kw of electrical power. 
Construction will take six years and it will 
cost $4m. 

The cross-island highway project has now 
received official approval and funds have 
been allocated for this purpose. The latest 
estimate of the cost is $1,200,000 in addition 
to £7m. put up by the Formosa Government. 
Construction of a section from Tungshih 
to Dah Chien is to start at the end of this 
year. 

Hitherto the manufacture of cement has 
been entirely in the hands of the Taiwan 
Cement Corporation. A private enterprise, 
the Asia Cement Corporation is to use over- 
seas Chinese capital to build a new cement 
plant at Loto Shan in Kaohsiung. The Tai- 
wan Supply Bureau and the Taiwan Sugar 
Corporation are jointly investing £24m. in 
a sugar refinery at Puli. A new steel mill 
is to be built in the next five years with an 
annual output of 200,000 metric tons a year. 
It will cost about £5m. and will be equipped 
with American machinery. 

IRAQ.—The Development Board has 
announced a number of construction pro- 
jects up to the end of 1960. Tenders are 
expected to be invited soon for the com- 
pletion of the Bagdad/Samarra Road con- 
tract. It is also understood that tenders 
may be invited for the completion of the 
Bagdad/Kirkuk road contract on which 
a French firm had previously been engaged. 

The following new bridges are to be con- 
structed under the Development Board’s 
revised programme: the largest will be at 
Daura, Bagdad; Fallujah, Dulaim, and 
Karrada, Bagdad; others include sites at 
Nasiriyah, Muntafiq; Baquabah, Diyala ; 
Kut; Qurna, Basra; Sharqat, Mosul ; 











UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford $t., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 


Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 

Tel.: Central 2291/5 
Sole Distributors for Northern Ireland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. (N. Ireland) LTD., 

P.0. Box 72, 94 Royal Avenue, Belfast. 

Tel.: 26256 (5 lines) Belfast 


bids will be invited in the near future for 
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Abbasiyat; Diyala;  Kefel; Mussayih, 
Bagdad ; and Jalaula, Diyala. Consultants 
have been invited for a number of thes 
projects. It is understood that British cop. 
sultants are handling the bridges 4 
Nasiriyah, Baqubah, Kut, and Daura. 

The Date Association has been negotiat. 
ing with a German firm for the establish- 
ment of a factory to produce liquid sugar 
and syrup from dates. Negotiations are 
said to be at an advanced stage. There jg 
a possibility that a new Ministerial post for 
housing and rural and municipal develop- 
ment will be created, to be known as the 
Ministry of Housing, Villages and Muni- 
cipalities. This Ministry will be responsible 
for all contracts connected with housing and 
ancillary work, and will receive grants from 
Development Board funds for housing pro- 
jects. 

The Government Oil Refineries Adminis- 
tration plan to increase oil production at 
the Daura Refinery from 30,000 to 40,000 
barrels a day and invitations have gone out 
to 19 international oil refinery designers and 
manufacturers to submit proposals for the 
extension to this plant. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA—Tte 
firm Louis Baldini Vissenjou, Manuel 
Simoes Vaz. Kreuger and 10 others, have 
been authorised to form a company with a 
licence to build a large factory for the pro- 
cessing of cashew nuts. This new undertak- 
ing will be known as Industria Nacional de 
Cashew e Derivados and its funds are esti- 
mated to be in the region of £350,000. The 
factory is to be situated at Machava and it 
will be designed to process 15,000 tons of 
nuts a year. The firm Robbialac Portuguesa 
has applied for permission to build a paint 
factory near Lourenco Marques. 

Tenders have been called for in Lisbon 
for the contracting of the Chicamba Dam 
which forms part of the Revue Hydro Elec- 
tric Scheme. The dam when complete will 
store sufficient water for the generating of 
200 megawatts. The site will be above the 
present dam on the Revue river and 15 
miles south of Bandula. 

The Governor-General, in a recent address 
to the Legislative Council, stated that werk 
on the extension of the Mocambique rail- 
way line from Nova Freixo to Catur will 
begin shortly and that it is hoped that this 
work will be completed within three years. 
; A decree published recently sets out 
a plan for the construction of a basic road 
system at Mocambique. It is intended that 
the plan will be carried out in four-year 
phases with the exception of the first, which 
will end in 1958. 


The Shell Company has applied for pet 
mission to build an underground storage 
tank at Mavalane Airport for ‘the storage 
of fuel for jet-propelled planes. ... It's 
reported that the Minister for Overseas 
Territories has approved. the extension by 
about 85 metres of the quay at Porto 
Amelia. Cost: £75,000. 


Tenders for Sea Defences 
Preliminary notice has been given by the 
Civil Engineer -in-Ohief’s | Department, 
Admiralty, Chamberlain - way, Pinner, 
Middlesex, that international competitive 
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June 


boom 
defenc 
storey 
qa stee 
roadw: 
forced 
and/o 
shallo 
biddin 
shoulc 
near 
which 
that t 


Saws 

Mr. 
Mach 
avenu 
to co 
saws | 
ext. 7 


Air 
Th 
at Pc 
that 
Work 
airlin 
ernm 
havir 
const 
ing f 
King 
bring 
King 
tails 
(Tel. 
ESB. 


Rai 
*7 
laide 
for 
and 
the 
Poo 
pose 
and 
plat 
beat 
Tot 
8 in 
ref. 


Co 
/ 
con 
Syr 
by 
wil 
Alt 
wit 
sid 
evi 
wil 
fo 


In 


wh 








29 1956 


Mussayih, 
Onsultanis 
of these 
‘itish con. 
‘idges at 
ura, 
Negotiat- 
establish. 
uid Sugar 
tions are 
There jg 
| post for 
develop. 
M as the 
id Muni- 
‘sponsible 
using and 
ints from 
sing pro- 


Adminis- 
Iction at 
© 40,000 
gone out 
ners and 
; for the 


'A —The 
Manuel 
TS, have 
Y with a 
the pro- 
ndertak- 
ional de 
are esti- 
0. The 
a and it 
tons of 
rtuguesa 
a paint 


Lisbon 
1a Dam 
ro Elec- 
ete will 
ating of 
ove the 
and 15 


address. 
rt werk 
ue rail- 
‘ur will 
hat this 
» years. 
ets out 
ic road 
ed that 
ur-year | 
which | 


or per- 
storage 
storage 
It is 
verseas 
ion by 
Porto 


by the 
tment, 
Pinner, 
yetitive 
re for 
NATO 








june 29 1956 








boom defence depot, a jetty and fixed 
defences. The work will include a single- 
storey workshop, office and store buildings; 
4 steel-framed, sheeted shed; tarmacadam 
roadways and concrete paved areas; a rein- 
forced concrete jetty; and concrete pylons 
and/or steel piles on the foreshore and in 
shallow water. Inquiries concerning | the 
bidding, or for particulars of specifications, 
should be held pending the issue in the 
near future of an official notification from 
which contractors will be able to indicate 
that they desire to be invited to tender. 


Saws, Canada 


Mr. Walter Pastic, president of Western 
Machinery and Supply Co., 678, Tache- 
avenue, St. Boniface, Manitoba, would like 
to contact UK manufacturers of circular 
saws and band saws. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, 
ext, 776, Ref. No. ESB/13324/56. 


Air Terminal, Trinidad 

The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner 
at Port of Spain has advised the Branch 
that the Minister of Communications and 
Works, Trinidad, has held a meeting with 
airlines representatives and officials of Gov- 
ernment departments with a view to 
having the final plan prepared for the 
construction of a $1,150,000 terminal build- 
ing for Piarco Airport, Trinidad. The United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner was asked to 
bring the matter to the notice of any United 
Kingdom firms interested in submitting de- 
tails of appropriate plant and equipment. 
(Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 776, Ref. No. 
ESB /13052/56.) 


Railway Bridge, Australia 

*The Commissioner for Railways, Ade- 
laide-street, Brisbane, is calling for tenders 
for the fabrication, construction, erection 
and completion of a railway bridge across 
the Haughton River between Giru and 
Poopoonbah. It is understood that the pro- 
posed bridge is to be a high level structure 
and will consist of eleven 50 ft. through 
plate girder spans and thirty-one 30 ft. rolled 
beamed spans on meshed concrete piers. 
Total length of the bridge is to be 1,487 ft. 
8 in. (Tel. Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, 
ref. no. ESB/ 14175/ 56.) 


Cotton Mill, Damascus 


A new cotton mill and store of reinforced 
concrete is under construction in Damascus, 
Syria. This sizeable project, commissioned 
by the United Arab Industrial Corporation, 
will cover a total area of 214,140 sq. ft. 
Almost all the buildings will be one-storeyed 
with an average height of 13 ft. to the under- 
side of the roofs. The cotton store, how- 
ever, is 26 ft. in height. The office block 
will be a three-storeyed building. Expansion 
for temperature effects is being allowed for 
by the use of double-column and diaphragm 
beams at intervals of 100 ft. or 150 ft. The 
architects are Abbey and Hanson, 
L/ARIBA, of Huddersfield. The British 
Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., 
are the designing engineers and suppliers of 
reinforcement. 

* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
Where further information can be obtained. 
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EUROPEAN ROADS 


25 MPs Visit Holland and 
Germany 
HE Roads Campaign Council recently 
arranged an all-party visit by a group 
of 25 MPs to see the roads of Holland and 
Germany. The visit was arranged by the 
Council with the belief that some lessons 
may be drawn from post-war European 
road developments and to contrast the pro- 
gress made in modernising British roads 
with progress in Holland and Germany. 
In Britain, the party drove to Birmingham 
airport from London, travelling by coach 


along the AS trunk toad—-one of the 
busiest in the country. At St. Albans 
18,000 vehicles a day pass through the 


town, as both A5S and A6 meet in the main 
street. A 16-mile by-pass is planned for 
the town, but no starting date has been 


given. The big project that will relieve the 
existing London-Birmingham route is the 
London-Yorkshire motorway—a road 


similar in design to the modern trunk roads 
the party saw in Holland and Germany. 
Length of the first section, London to York- 
shire road, will be 53 miles and will cost 
£15m. The Minister of Transport has pub- 
lished his draft proposals of the line the 
motorway should take and the period for 
objections expired in December, 1955. 
Public inquiries will have to be held. 
Germany 

The Germans are extending their auto- 
bahn network begun before the war. At 
the end of World War II, Western Germany 
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had 1,300 miles of autobahnen. 


Now they 
are planning an additional 1,245 miles. 
Work started last year on the first phase of 
plan—which involves building 375 
miles by 1961 at an average cost of £375,000 
a mile. 

The Germans work to a four-year plan: 
First year; design of road and hearing of 
any objections to the line of route. Second 
year; bridges built. Third year; earth 
works carried out. Fourth year; laying of 
concrete and other finishing work. To 
carry out the construction work, a small- 
gauge portable railway is laid from the most 
convenient points of access to the route to 
the site itself. This supplies materials direct 
to the machines. The West Germans hope 
to be building fairly soon a total of 125 
miles a year. Apart from work on their 
autobahnen, they also plan to modernise 
7,500 miles of existing main roads linking, 
and linked to, the autobahnen. 


Holland 


In Holland, a country one-seventh the 
size of Britain, the party drove over motor- 
ways which have cut the distance between 
towns by as much as one-half—the Dutch 
measuring road distances not in miles but in 
hours. With 432 miles completed or under 
construction, the Dutch plan an additional 
600 miles. The policy is to build new motor- 
ways rather than improve existing roads. 
On new motorways alone the Dutch are 
this year spending £94 million. 

At Utrecht, the party saw a two-level 
roundabout known as the Bear’s Pit. The 
lower level is reserved for cyclists, while 
motor traffic uses the upper level. At 
Rotterdam, the party drove over a 5-mile 
“depressed highway ” which takes through 
traffic through the centre of Rotterdam in 
15 minutes. Local roads pass over the top 
of the highway. Included in the highway is 
the Maas tunnel with four separate tubes, 
two for motorists, one for cyclists and one 
for pedestrians, running for 3,511 feet under 
the Maas river. Fifty thousand vehicles a 
day use the tunnel. 


Britain 


Today in Britain a car now travels down 
Piccadilly in the rush hour at half the speed 
its horse-drawn predecessor progressed 50 
years ago. Government expenditure on 
new roads and major improvements last 
year was £8 million, the first of four years 
in which a total £97 million will be spent. 
Work started this month on part of Britain’s 
first motorway—the 84-mile Preston by- 
pass, which will be completed in two years’ 
time. Since 1946, 800 miles of these motor- 
ways have been planned. 

Economically, the cost of Britain’s road 
delays runs into hundreds of millions a year. 
No completely accurate estimate is available, 
but before the war London congestion alone 
cost £70 million a year. From an accident 
viewpoint, Britain’s roads had their worst 
year ever last year, 267,922 people being 
killed or injured. 

Mr. WILFRED ANDREWS, chairman of the 
Roads Campaign Council, said at a recent 
press conference that he hoped that the 
MPs who went on the visit would form an 
all-party pressure group in the Commons to 
try and get something done abc.wt the situa- 
tion. 
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Bridge for Atom Project 
BAILEY BRIDGE at Conon in Ross- 
shire is planned to replace the existing 

bridge which is now unfit to carry the heavy 
loads involved in the Dounreay atom project. 
Built by Telford in 1820, the five masonry 
‘spans are still in satisfactory condition with 
the exception of the southernmost span. The 
piers are still capable of carrying a sufficient 
load to comply with needs and the present 
carriageway will be replaced by a Bailey 
bridge with sections resting on the piers. 


Greater Use of Stone 


More extensive use of stone in building 
has been advocated by the Secretary of State 
for Scotland in a letter sent to the Aberdeen- 
shire Housing Committee. The use of stone 
to give variety of texture and colour in 
central redevelopment work and in rural 
housing schemes would be especially wel- 
come, the letter said. 

Opencast Mining at Westfield, Fife 

THE National Coal Board have announced 
plans for opencast mining at Westfield, 
Fife, to lift 20 million tons of bituminous 
coal from 100 acres, 44 miles south-east of 
Loch Leven. This is the largest scheme of 
its type yet attempted in Britain. Outcrop 
coal will be worked first before lower seams 
.are tapped. Anticipated output is one 
million tons of coal per annum, of which 
some 650,000 tons will be of suitable quality 
for British Electricity Authority use. 


Buildings for Plastics Plant 


GRANGEMOUTH Dean of Guild Court has 
-approved plans for buildings estimated to 
cost £105,000, which will form part of the 
£4m. plastics plant being built for Gemec 
‘Ltd., of London. 


1,000th House at Bonnyrigg 


Tue 1,000th municipal house in Bonny- 
tTigg, was opened by Mr. J. Nixon Browne, 
MP, Joint Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Scotland on June 16. He said, at 
‘tthe ceremony, that in the post-war years 
98.6 local authority houses per 1,000 of 
population had been built in Bonnyrigg. 
This compared favourably with the average 
of the whole of Scotland which was 46.5 per 
1,000 of population, less than half the 
Bonnyrigg figure. 


Tenders for Clyde Tunnel 


TENDERS are to be invited from ten 
selected firms for construction at an approxi- 
mate cost of £34m. of a tunnel for Glasgow 
under the Clyde, between Whiteinch and 
Linthouse. Six of the firms are Scottish, the 
remainder English. 


Danish Architects’ Visit 


DANISH ARCHITECTS visiting the annual 
convention of the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland at Pitlochry, continu- 
ing the interchange of visits between Den- 
mark and Scotland, have stayed over in 
Glasgow to visit current work in the west 
of Scotland. 


Their programme included 


THE BUILDER 


visits to the IBM factory in the Spango Val- 
ley at Greenock, an example of modern fac- 
tory construction; the new Vale of Leven 
Hospital in Alexandria; the Natural Philo- 
sophy Building at Glasgow University, and 
also a house at Kilmacolm, designed by 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 


Oil Depot 


THE NEW 1,260,000 gallon capacity Esso 
Petroleum Company, Ltd., depot at Imperial 
Dock, Leith, was officially opened on June 15 
by Lord Strathclyde. It is designed to meet 
the growing demand for petroleum products 
in the Edinburgh and Borders area, and with 
an eye on the opening of a Forth road bridge 
which would allow service north of the Firth, 
the new depot is capable of considerable 
expansion and is in fact already scheduled 
for further development. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Coatbridge.—Plans in hand for the remodel- 
ling and extensions to the St. Augustine Cath. 
sch. A: William R. Watt (F), Education Plan- 
ning and Architectural Dept., Allbert-street, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans prepared for Bulls 
Metal and Marine Ltd.,; Bulldale-st., Glasgow, 
for extensions to office buildings at Ferry-rd., 
Whiteinch. A: F. J. Beveridge and Dallachy 
(AA), 257 West George-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Fifeshire.—Plans approved for new buildings 
by the architects of Alexanders Stores Ltd., 
Glasgow, which are to be erected at Rosslyn- 
st., Kirkaldy. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Glasgow 
Co-operative Society Ltd., Coburg-st., for new 
shops, offices and other buildings at Waverley- 
st. A: Kenneth Masson (F), 119 Paisley-rd., 
Glasgow, SC1. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for William Beard- 
more and Co. Ltd., Parkhead Steel Works, 
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JFOLLOWING are rates 8 
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of Wages 
al 


including the 
Shetland, etc. 


Grade A: Craftsmen 48. 3$d.; Labourers 3s, 9q 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


islands of Orkney, 


Percentage of F , 
Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 pony 
Ist 25 47 9 
2nd 334 62 11} 
i ; 
t . 664 125 
Sth 715 141 zs 
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for new buildings at Duke-st., Dennistoun. A: 
William Murdoch Macmannan (F), pte 
Glasgow, wCc2. c 

jasgow.—Plans prepared for new buildi 
at Southbrae-dr, A: H. Ramage (F), yang 
ford-ave., Giffbock, Renfrews. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the erection 
of new classrooms at_Hill-st., Garnethill. A: 
Gillespie, Kidd, & Coia (A), 20 Park-cir 
Glasgow, WC3. " 

asgow.—Plans to be prepared jor new 
houses and shops at Kilachan-rd. and at 
Kilmalaie-ter., Arden. A: Archibald G. Jury 
(F), Planning and Architectural Dept., Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow, EC1. 

Glasgow.—Plans_ prepared for new factory 
buildings at the North Cardonald industrial 
estate. A: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (FA), 12 
Claremont-gdns., Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new buildings 
at Bank-st., Hillhead. A: J. Stewart (F), 136 
Ausmouse-1é. Glasgow, SC3. 
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gow.—Plans prepared for Laurence Scott 
and Electric Motors Ltd., Gothic Works, Nor- 
wich, for extensions at their works at Spiers- 
bridge-ave.:A: Joseph Wilson (A), St. Vincent. 
st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Gourock 
Ropework Co. Ltd., Port Glasgow, for addi- 
tions and alterations at Méelon-st., Govan. 
Engineers: Crouch and Hogg, 21 Woodside. 
cres., Glasgow, WC3. 

ow.—Plans prepared by the architects 
of Galvanisers Ltd., 66 Fore-st., Glasgow, WC4, 
for extensions. 

Gienmavis.—Plans in hand for new scheme 
of 114 houses at the Ryden Wood_ housing 
development site. A: Samuel MacColl (A), 
Planning and Architectural Dept., County- 
bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Jackson.—Lanarkshire CC has revised plans 
under way for new Prot. public sch, A: William 
R. Watt (F), Education Planning and Archi- 
tectural Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

: ire.—Plans in the hands of the 
architects of Hamilton & Kinnell Estates Ltd., 
Estate Offices, Hamilton, for new office build- 
ings, machine department, and other buildings 
at the Richarton Garage, Fermigair, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of the 
engineers of Mavor and Coulson Ltd., 47 
Redan-st., Glasgow, for new factory at Mavis- 
ave., East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new offices 
and other buildings for Lanarkshire CC at 
Allers-Allers Sewage Works, East Kilbride. A: 
Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Application has been 
made for new Catholic School. A: William R. 
Watt (F), Education Planning and Architectural 
Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stirlingshire—Plans so far prepared for 
reconstruction and extensions scheme at Fal- 
kirks high sch. Council A: Alexander J, Smith 
(F), Planning and Architectural Dept. Old 
Infirmary-blgs., Spittall-st., Stirling. 

Tarbert.—Plans in hand for seven classrooms 
and new gymnasium at the Argyllshire Protest- 
ant Public School, A and QS: William Tochet 
(F), and D. Bryden Macfarlane Johnstone, 
Planning and Arcihtectural Dept., Alexandrie- 
pde., Dunoon. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts. still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of. tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
JULY 7. 
*+Bristol City C.—Adaptations to Rose Green 
High School (girls) at Whitehall-rd. City A. 


ep. £2 2s. ; ; 
*+Cornwall CC.—Junior school, Helston. 


County A, Truro. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 
July 31. : ; ; 
#Droxford RDC.—26 ‘houses at Bishop's 
Waltham. E&S, Northbrook-hse., Bishop's 


Walham, Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 9. 
Bishop’s Stortford UDC.—Seven bungalows, 
13 maisonettes and two flats at three sites. E&S. 


p. £2 2s. 

*+Enfield BC.—New building at Bush Hill 
Park. BE. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 30. 

Ossett BC.—AII trades or separate trades for 
six houses and incidental works at two sites. 
Boro’ S. 

*+Oxford City C.—Nursery school, Heading- 


ton. City A & Planning Officer. 
*+Worcestershire CC.—New primary school, 


Waseley Hills, Rubery, near Birmingham. 
County A, 14, Castle-st., Worcester. Dep. £5 Ss. 
JULY 10. 
Bradford City C.—48 dwellings and 10 
garages at Squire-la. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 11. 


*Glasgow Corp.—40 flats for aged persons, 
Dunagoil-rd., and 36 flats for single persons, 
Castlemilk. Arch. & Planning Dept., 20, Tron- 
gate, Glasgow, Cl. 

JULY 12. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Extensions to Bungay 
sec. mod. sch. E. J. Symcox (F), County A, 
Ipswich. Dep., £2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 15. 

Hartlepool BC.—Three-storeyed block of 12 
* at Northgate. Hartlepool. Boro’ E. Dep. 

2s, 

Newcastle upon Tyne Corporation.—82 
houses and seven old people’s dwellings at 
Kenton North estate. City A. 

JULY 16. 

*tBrentford and Chiswick BC.—List of 
approved contractors for building work. BE&S. 

*Brownhills UDC.—Four lock-up shops with 
8 flats over Norton East-rd., Norton Canes. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEast Ham CB.—32 houses, Brindles-corner, 
Hanging Hill-la., Brentwood. Chief Housing 
Officer. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Eight flats, 
Bell-cres., Purbrook. E, 1, Park-rd., North. 

*Middlesbrough RC Diocesan Trustees.— 
Erection of St. Pius X RC primary school, Ber- 
wick Hills estate. T. Crawford (L), 80, 
Borough-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Wood Green BC.—Brick garage, refuse dis- 


posal works, Western-rd., N22. BE&S. Dep. 
s. 

: JULY 19. 

Bournemouth CB.—Alterations to form 


branch library, at Broom Close, Wick-la., Tuck- 
ton. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Gunnersbury Park Joint Committee.—Con- 
version of rooms in small mansion, Gunners- 
bury Park, into two flats.) BE, Town Hall, 
Acton, W3. 
Y 20. 

houses, Morton. City 
S, 18, Fisher-st. 


’ _ JULY 23. 
‘ St. Albans City C.—Six houses, 6 flats and 
Sarages, Therfield-rd. City E&S, 16, St. 
Peter’s-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


P ‘ JULY 24. 
‘Bentley-with-Arksey UDC.—10 shops and 
maisonettes. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 25. 


*Berks CC.—Two classrooms, 
school. County A, Wilton House 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Durham CC,—Fire station, 
County A, South-st., Durham. 

*Eton RDC.—Stage 1, Dukes Wood pumping 
station. E&S, Council Offices, Slough. Dep. 


£3) 3s. 
JULY 26. 
‘Dagenham BC.—24 dwellings, Grantham- 


Radley CE 
Parkside-rd., 


Spennymoor. 


gdns. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. : 
*“Dagenham BC.—22 dwellings, Oxlow- 
la./Rainham-rd. North. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
JULY 13. 
*Croydon CB.—External painting of requi- 
sitioned properties. Housing Manager, 71. 


Park-la., Croydon. Dep. £1 Is 
JULY 16. 
*London CC.—Cleaning, repainting, etc., 
Hammersmith Bridge. Chief E. Dep. £1. 
JULY 21, 
*Middleton BC.—Windows, fireplaces, arti- 


ficial stone canopies, metal door frames, sani- 
tary fittings, kitchen cupboards, pitchmaster 
floors and electrical installation for 20 houses 
and 18 flats at Hollin estate. Boro’ A, Town 
Hall. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
JULY 9 
Bucks CC.—Roadw;i:s (approx. 1,000 yds.) 
comprising realignme i and widening of 
carriageway, including deep cutting, concrete 
haunching, channelling, tarmacadam shaping, 
dry stone construction, drainage and ancillary 
works from Woob Green to Holtspur road 
B.4440 and Holtspr 3ridge to junction with 

A.40, Holtspur. C. uty S. Dep. £2. 

Bucks CC.—Roadworks (approx. 700 yds.) 
comprising concrete haunching, channelling and 
minor realignment, including tarmacadam 
shaping, dry stone construction, drainage and 
ancillary works on Newport Pagnell/Woburn 
Sands road, A.50, south of Wavendon. County 
S Dep. £2. 
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Clitheroe RDC.—Construction in  mass- 
concrete of covered service reservoir at Clerk 
Hill, Whalley (capacity 250,000 galls.), and lay- 
ing of 900 yds. 6-in. Cl main and appurtenant 
works. Arnold Brooksbank, MICE, Ccl’s. 
constg. engr., 48, Sunbridge-rd., Bradford, 1. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Hatfield RDC.—Advance preparation of 
housing site at Dellison-la., Welham Green, 
comprising 1,750 cu. yds. excavation, 4,800 sq. 


yds. carriageway foundation, 1,300 lin. yds. 
kerbing and 2,800 lin. yds. 12-in. to 4-in. dia 
sewers. E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 10. 


Northampton CBC.—Extensions to Great 
Billing sewage purification works, comprising 
three 140-ft. dia. high-rate filters, two 112-ft. 
dia. clarifiers, pumping station, 200 lin. yds. 
36-in. and 20-in. dia. rising main, together with 
carriers, pipelines and other ancillary works. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 11. 

Dewsbury CBC.—4,500 sq. yds. tarmacadam 
carriageway and 2,000 sq. yds. flagged foot- 
paths in connection with Chickenley-la. 
improvement. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 14. 

Orpington UDC.—8,400 sq. yds. slab paving, 

3,000 lin. yds. concrete block forecourt walls, 


1,600 sq. yds. tarmacadam surfacing and 
ancillary works at Ramsden housing estate. 
E&S. Dep. £2. 


JULY 16. 

Brentford and Chiswick BC.—Reconstruc- 
tion and resurfacing of section of carriageway 
of Ealing road from its junction with Great 
West road to borough boundary with Ealing 
(length 389 yds.) with surfacing of 34 in. two- 
coat rolled asphalt on 9 in. r.c. foundation. 
Boro’ E, Chiswick. Dep. £3 3s. 

Bridgwater RDC.—Construction and main- 
tenance for 12 months of 14 miles 6-in. dia. 
spun-iron pumping main, sewage pumping 
station, sewer connections, manholes and in- 
cidental works at Puriton. Lemon & Blizard, 
constg. engrs., 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, 
SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 

Staffordshire CC.—Erection of tubular steel 
prefabricated footbridge, 46 ft. long by 
3 ft. 3 in. wide, over River Stour at Wordsley, 
involving construction of mass-concrete abut- 
ments and part demolition of existing foot- 
bridge. C 

Wigton RDC.—800 yds. 6-in. dia. spun-iron 
pumping main with flexible joints, modification 
of existing pumping station for installation of 
new machinery, relaying short length existing 
sewer in 6-in. dia. steel tubes with flexible joints 
and one manhole on piles at Greenrow pump- 
ing station, Silloth, Cumb. * Wellpoint ” 
dewatering of subsoil will be necessary. Water- 
house & Rounthwaite, constg. engrs., 165, 
Westmorland-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne. Dep. 


£3, 
JULY 18. 

Birmingham CC.—1,400 lin. yds. stoneware 
pipe and concrete pipe foul and s.w. sewers 
and incidental works at Cromwell-la., Bartley 
Green, and private lands adjoining. City E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Rugby BC.—Increasing capacity of corpora- 
tion’s Stanford reservoir by construction of 
temporary dams and excavation in the dry of 
shallow portions. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 25. 

States of Jersey.—35,000 cu. yds. excavation 
and 9,000 sq. yds. concrete sealing coat at site 
of proposed sewage treatment works at Bello- 
zanne. §S. Averill Gothard, BSc, MICE, Hon. 
MinstSP, Public Health Offices, South Hill, St. 
Helier. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon. — ScHoot ExTENsions. — Educ. 
Com. recommends that Fairchildes secondary 
boys’ and girls’ school be extended to four- 
form entry schools at additional cost of 
£69,000 in 1957/8 programme and that Riehes 
& Blythin (F), 77, Park-la., Croydon, be 
appointed architects for erection of an 
additional classroom at each of the infants’ 
and junior departments at the Gilbert Scott 
school. 

Croydon.—MeEmoriAL_ Hatt.—The Trustees 
of the Denning Memorial Hal’ have approved 
in principle preliminary plans psepared by the 
architects, Robert Atkinson & Ptnrs. (F/F), 13, 


K 
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Manchester-sq., W1, for the 
which is to be incorporated in the 


Art. 
certain fitted furniture is £43,000. 
Croydon.— PLANNING 


Old Town and 


flats and garages at 
Croydon, for R. de Brassey, 17, Mulgrave-road, 
Croydon. 


Shoreditch. FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—Plans 


have been approved by the Housing Com. for 
the redevelopment of the Withampton-st. area, 
Wenlock Barn estate, by three blocks of 
dwellings. Block 19, running approximately 
north-south and sited east of the Territorial 
Army drill hall, will contain 42 one-bedroom 
flats in a seven storey building. Block 20 will 
be a four-storey building containing 20 three- 
bedroom maisonettes and Block 21 will be a 
similar building. A compulsory purchase order 
to enable certain leasehold interests to be 
acquired is proposed. 

Stoke Newington. — Sits ACQUISITION. — 
Housing Com. recommends purchase of the 
following sites, for which compensation has 
been provisionally agreed, for housing pur- 
poses: 87-123 (odd) 152-156 (even) and 156a, 
Lordship-rd., 123, Manor-rd., N16, 15, 17 and 
19, Portland-rise, N4, and 134 and 138, Green- 
lanes, N16. 


Stoke Newington.—A pPpoINTMENTS.—Housing 


Com. recommends that Howes & Jackman (F/F), 
1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s_ Inn, WCl, be 
appointed architects and E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 
3, Bedford-sq., WC1, quantity surveyors for the 
development of the site of 132-138 (even) Green- 
lanes, N16, by the erection of 40 flats and of 
the Alexandra Theatre site by 29 flats and five 
or seven shops and 12 garages. 

Walthamstow.—Pus.Lic House.—By-law and 
TP permission has been granted to Watney 
Combe Reid & Co. for the rebuilding of their 
war-destroyed public house, the “Lord 
Raglan,” Shernhall-st., E17. The architects 
are Stewart & Hendry (F/F), 90, Fenchurch- 
st., BC3. 

Walthamstow.—F Lats, SURGERY AND GARAGE. 
—Reconstruction and Housing Com. approved 
schemes submitted by the Boro’ A, E&S, 
F. G. Southgate (A), MIMunE, AMTPI, for 
the development of the Mile End, E17, by the 
erection of nine one-bedroomed and two three- 
bedroomed flats in three storeys, a doctor’s 
surgery and waiting room and a garage, and 
for the development of a site at Short-rd., E11, 
by the erection of 27 flats in three-storeys. 

Wimbiedon.—FLats.—BC has approved 
scheme prepared by Boro’ S, T. Webster, 
AMICE, MIMunE, FRSanlI, for erection of 20 
flats on Jand between Havelock-rd. and River 
Wandle. 

Wimbledon.—ELDERLY PERSONS’ BUNGALOWS. 
—BC has approved Boro’ S’s proposals to in- 
crease from 16 to 28 the number of elderly 
persons’ bungalows to be erected at Queens- 
mere-rd. estate. 

Wimbledon.—ScHooL, ExtTENsion.—BC has 
recommended to North Surrey Area Sub-Com- 
miftee that permission be given to revised 
application of the Ursuline Convent to erect 
three-storey extension at 15, The Downs, con- 
sisting of new classrooms, craftrooms, library, 
laboratories, gymnasium, kitchen, dining-room, 
etc. The architect for the scheme is J. H. 
Greenwood (F), 4, Conduit-st., W1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Brighouse.—BC approved plans:—Extension 
for latex store at Brookfoot Mills, Elland-rd., 
Brighouse, for Tufted Carpets, Ltd.; extensions 
to works at Mill-la. for A. Lapish; head- 
quarters building at Bradford-rd. for British 
Legion (Brighouse branch). 

Brighton.—TC to build block of J5 flats at 
166, Upper Lewes-rd., £22,000 est.; and two 
blocks of four 2-bedroom flats at Ravenswood- 
dr., and one similar block at Cowley-dr., 


£15.890 est. 

Carlisle-—Site has been selected at Morton 
estate for erection of new church for Holv 
Trinity PCC. 





roposed hall 
uilding of 
the Croydon Technical College and College of 
The estimated cost of the hall, including 


APPROVALS.—By-law 
and TP approval has been given to the follow- 
ing applications:—86 flats and maisonettes at 
14 houses, 6 bungalows, 48 
maisonettes, 12 flats and 29 garages at Long- 
heath housing estate, Long-la. for the Corpora- 
tion; 14 houses with garages at rear of 90-96, 
Beulah Hill, SE19, for S. A. Weston, 79, Good- 
hart Way, West Wickham; 55 houses at site of 
Brooke House, 21, Mowbray-road, SE19, for 
Mrs. D. M. Smith (outline application); and 6 
18-20, Woodstock-road, 
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“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
PLASTER BOARD 


The Plaster Board Industry announce 
that the price of plaster board will be 
increased by 4d. per sq. yd. as from 
July 2. The prices of gypsum rock and 
plasters also advance as from that date. 











Cheshire——EC received Ministry approval 
for following in 1957/8 programme :—Second 
instalment of Mid-Cheshire College of Further 
Education, £129,250 est.: second instalment of 
North Cheshire College of Further Education, 
£132,000 est.: and first instalment of Maccles- 
field College of Further Education, £100,850 
est. 

Chester.—TC proposes erection of further 60 
houses and flats at Plas Newton estate. 

Clitheroe.—TC seeks Ministry approval for 
erection of further 16 houses’ at Littlemoor site. 

Cockermouth.—North-Eastern Housing Asso- 
ciation, Curzon-hse, Maryport, to build houses 
w:th roads and sewers at Seaton. 

Darlington.—District Hospital Com. has 
approved plans by Boro’ A for connecting block 
of 11 beds and gymnasium at East Haven 
Institution, and has given first priority to 
£10,000 scheme for new orthopedic block at 
Darlington Memorial Hospital to be followed 
by an admission block to cost £10,000, 
laboratory block and out-patients’ building, 
Newcastle Regienal Hospital Board, Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Derby.—Brampton Brewery Co.. Ltd., pro- 
pose new licensed premises at Birkinstile-la., 
Stonebroom. 

Dewsbury.—EC received Ministry approval 
for sketch plans for new schools at Overthorpe 
and Chickenley in 1956/7 programme. 

Durham.—Extensions are to be made to J 
& S. Bickley & Co.’s factory at Dragonville 
trading estate. A: Geo. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F), 
Camden-st., North Shields. 

Guisborough.—Cameron & Middleton, 38, 
Bedford-sq., WC2, appointed QS by North 
Riding EC for proposed additions to Guis- 
borough grammar sch. 
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Hartlepool.—TC to let contract 
of 12 flats at Northgate to plans 
ae — in te aia 
_ Heanor.—I. - Morley, Ltd., pro 
tion of new office block. A: J. L. Dato 
25, Chapel-st., Belper. ’ 

Hebburn.—UDC to prepare plans for 6 
shops under development scheme: S: RC 
Bestow. “NS 

Ltd., pro- 


for erection 
by Boro’ B. 


Heywood.—Boots Pure Drug Co., 
pose erection of new warehouse at Fox-st 
Plans by own architects’ department, Stations 
Nottingham. . 

Hull.—Hull Co-operative Socy. to build five. 
storey block containing shop premises, Offices 
restaurant and dance hall at site of their 
bombed building at Jameson-st. 

Hyde.—BC approved plans for erection of 
houses at Bowlacre estate. 

Keighley.—A. for improvement scheme at 
Cliffe Castle are Sir Albert Richardson, KCVO 
PRA, & E. A. S. Houfe (F/F), 24, Queen Anne. 
St. * 

Knutsford.—UDC preparing sketch plans fo; 
proposed shops at Thorneyholme estate, 

Lancs.—EC approved erection of Middleton 
Langley county sch. No. 2, £51,670 est, A: 
Cruikshank & Seward (F), 196, Deansgate, Man. 
chester. 

Leamington Spa.—BC approved erection of 
four-storey flats, 5 dwellings and 7 terraced 
houses at Tachbrook-rd. 

Leigh.—Lancs EC proposes repairs and 
adaptations at Wilkinson-st. schools to form 
extensions to Technical College. 

Lichfield.—Appeal for £200,000 has been 
launched for repairs to fabric of Lichfield 
Cathedral (Dean of Lichfield: Very Rev. W. § 
Macpherson). 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board ap. 
proved schemes for regional plastic surgery 
unit and burns unit at Whiston Hospital, 
£72,500 est. 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board ap. 
pointed Richard Costain & Sons, Ltd., to carry 
out site investigations at Arrowe Park, Birken- 
head, for proposed new General Hospital. 

Malton, Yorks.—Quantities to be prepared 
for additions to Malton grammar sch., for 
North Riding EC. A: F. X. Velarde (F), 9, 
Windsor-bldgs., George-st., Liverpool. 

Manchester.—Two-storey office block, canteen 
and warehouse at Paston-rd., Northenden, for 
United Yeast Co., Ltd. Plans by H. A. Scrase 
& Ptnrs. (F), 37, Great James-st., WC1.—Seven- 
storey office block with basement garage at 
Mosley-st., Charlotte-st. and Back George-st. 

for Woolwich Equitable Socy., Ltd. A: Harry 
S. Fairhurst & Son (F/A), 55, Brown-st., Man- 
chester. 

Middlesbrough.—Tenders being obtained for 
building RC sch. at Berwick Hills to accommo- 
date 440 children. A: T. Crawford (L), 80, 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—HC approved plans by 
Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon, for erection of two- 
storeyed, four-bedroomed houses at Graham- 
st. clearance area.. 

Middlesbrough.—TC has approved plans for 
a children’s home at Thorntree estate. Boro’ E. 

Middlesbrough. — Newcastle Regional Hos- 
pital Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle, seeking 
Ministry approval of sketch plans for proposed 
ear, nose and throat outpatients’ department 
at North Riding infirmary. Board’s Chief A: 
P. H. Knighton, MBE (A). ; 

Morpeth.—Newcastle Regional __ Hospital 
Board prepared plans for first part of its major 

reconstruction scheme at St. George’s Hospital, 
Morpeth. Board’s Chief A. k 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—Reconstruction of 
Royal Station Hotel for British Transport Com- 

mission is planned to provide 110 more bed- 
rooms and to cost £2 million.—Plans have been 
approved for conversion of Carlton House into 
college of commerce. City A. -.. 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—Durham University 
to erect computing laboratory at King’s College. 

North Riding.—EC to obtain tenders for 
building new prim. sch. at Linton RAF station. 
Cost will be about £21,500. County school A: 
D. W. Dickenson (F), County Hall, Northaller- 
ton. 

North Riding.—Johns, Slater & Haward 
(F/A), 32, Foundation-st., Ipswich, appointed 
architects for new prim. sch. at Catterick 
camp. ; 
North Riding.—EC appointed W. W. Atkin- 
son & Sons, 4, Raymond-bldgs, Grays Inn, 
WC1, architects for new school at Osbaldwick. 

Nottingham.—TC approved plans :—Three 
classroom unit at Clifton sch., £10,000 est.; 
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modification of Bosworth prim. sch., £10,000 
egt.; and modification of Welbeck sch. premises, 


,000 est. ; 
“Nottingham. —TC proposes erection of new 
wishhouses and slipper baths at Holborn-pl., 

ell. 
em and Thrapston.—RDC approved pre- 
jiminary layout for 58 dwellings at Ketton 
Drift, Easton-on-the-Hill. 

Redear.—K. W. Ash, Boro’ E, prepared plans 
for 10 bungalows at Lakes estate. No contracts 


Mt ssond, Yorks.—North Riding CC Wel- 
fare Com. to build home at Richmond est. to 
cost £50,000. Plans by County A, North- 
allerton. 
Sanend, Yorks.—North Riding EC 
roposes new county mod. sch., £240,000 est. 
and extensions to gram. sch., £60,000 est. 
County A, Northallerton. 

Rishton.—-PCCCcl. approved the erection of 
new school, £40,000 est. 

Rochdale.--TC proposes erection of 350 
houses at Meadway, 100 at Shawclough and 
1,700 at Caldershaw. 

Ryton, -Co. Durham.—UDC to carry out 
housing developments in Cushy Cow-la. and 
Holly Bush. Plans by S. 

Seaham.—UDC S, A. M. Smith, has pre- 
pared estimates amounting to £93,000 for con- 
struction of subway under Dawdon level 
crossing and matter is under discussion by 
UDC, Durham CC and British Railways.— 
UDC approved modified plan by S. for erection 
of shops at Westlea estate. 

Sedgefield.—RDC to build 86 houses at 
=o: J. Barran. 

Sunderland,—_TC to take steps to acquire 
compulsorily Town End Farm (175 acres) for 
housing purposes. Boro’ A: H. C. Bishop, 
Grange-hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—By-law and TP approval to 
William Leech (Builders), Ltd., for five detached 
houses at vacant sites at Tunstall Red House 
esate, and to Wm. & T. R. Milburn (A), for 
- houses at High Barnes estate for Pattison 
10S, 

Tynemouth—EC has_ received Ministry 
approval for RC sec. sch. at North Shields, 
£115,000 est. A: R. Burke (L), 10, Lambton- 
td., Newcastle. 

_Wakefield.—RDC approved plans for erec- 
tion of 24 houses at Doncaster-rd., Crofton, for 
N.C. Ashton, Ltd., Meadow-la., Leeds. 

West Hartlepool.—EC’s building programme 
for 1957-58 is expected to include Owton Manor 
prim. sch. (junior department), St. Teresa’s RC 
prim. sch., and sec. tech. sch. (girls’ dept.). 
Boro’ A. 

Whitley Bay.—Storey, Sons & Parker, estate 
agents, Higham-hse., New Bridge-st., Newcastle, 
have submitted plans to TC for erection of 
houses on 10 acres of land nr. Seatonville-rd., 
Monkseaton.—TC has reserved site nr. Red 
House Allotments for proposed helicopter Jand- 
ing ground. 

_Workington.—NCB social welfare organisa- 
tion is seeking grant towards erection of wel- 
fare centre at junction of Westfield-dr. and 
Rowe-ter.. Workington. Board’s Architects’ 
Dept, Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, North- 
umberland. 

Wrexham.—TC and RDC propose erection 
of joint crematorium at site at Pentrebychan 


Hall. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
5 Pontes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
on accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


Airdrie—71 houses at Dunbibin housing 
development site.—Excavation, brick, building, 
and allied works, *Gilchrist & Lynn & Co., 
Ltd.. 74, Hallrige-st., Airdrie. 

Barnsley.—Extensions to factory for W. 
Sutcliffe & Co., Ltd. *F. & H. Sutcliffe & €e;, 
Ltd., Hebden Bridge. 

Birmingham.—New Christ Church CofE 
Voluntary prim. sch. at Sparkbrook for EC. 

Green & Sons, Ltd., Monument-rd., 
gbaston, Birmingham. 

pprighton.—Factory at Lower Bevendean for 

tighton Service Plating Co., Ltd. *McKellar 

Westerman, Ltd., 143, Church-rd., Hove 3, 
£21,396, 

\ Brighton.—Conversion of ‘“ Devonia,” Lon- 
on. to old people’s home, for TC: 

fates & Sons, Ltd., 1  North-rd., 


eee ntpainalitiaiiegcaninie £25,423 


THE BUILDER 


F. T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd., 115 St. 
James’s-st., Brighton 1 ............ | £25,220 
McKellar & Westerman, Ltd., 143 
Churelerd., Have 3 «oo ncicsccaccés 24,114 
A. C. Jenkins, Ltd., Ladies’ Mile-rd 
DNB Ge rue iencsstec cs ceuees 23,019 
*A. Alldritt, 79 Church-st., Hove 3... 22,122 


_ Chester.—20 single-bedroomed bungalows at 
St. Marks-rd. and 14 single-bedroomed bunga- 
lows at Blacon, for City C: {Thomas Warring- 


ton & Sons, Ltd., £40,200. 
Chester.—Annexe to County Hall for 
Cheshire CC. *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 


Swinton, nr. Manchester, £87,151. 

Croydon.—13 houses and 6 flats at Wilford- 
td. development area for CBC. *Hawker Smith 
& Co., Ltd., 1, West-st., Erith, Kent, £34,678 
(subject to MH & LG approval). 

Cumberland.—New BBC transmitter at Ireby. 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Edinburgh.—New _ four-storey office block 
for London and Lancashire Insurance Co., 
Ltd., Chancery-la.. WC2 (initial contract). 
A: J. R. McKay (F), 8, Albyn-pl., Edinburgh, 
2. *Stuarts Granolithic, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—New Church and presbytery at 
Croftfoot-rd. for Archdiocese of Glasgow. 
A: Thomas S. Cordiner (F), 261, West George- 
st., Glasgow, C2. Principal contrs.: *Thomas 
Cooper & Co., Ltd., 25, Dobbies Loan, Town- 
head, and *Sir John Train & Co., Ltd., Mer- 
chant House, George-sq., Glasgow, Cl. 

Glasgow.—New senior sec. sch. at Garth- 
munnock. A: John Macnab (L), Education 
Dept., 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, C2. Principal 
contrs.: *Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., St. 
Enocks-sq., Glasgow, Cl, £353,845. 

Hammersmith.—48 two-bedroomed flais at 
Sulgrave-rd. site, for MBC: *Direct labour, 
£120,300. . 

Hammersmith.—Four-storey 
Royal Masonic Hospital, Ravenscourt Park, 
comprising nurses’ training school, chapel, 
physiotherapy and _ pathology departments, 
nurses’ quarters and wards, with new boiler 
house for whole hospital and laundry in base- 
ment. A: Sir John Burnett, Tait & Ptnrs. (F/F), 
10, Bedford-sq., WC1. Structural consultants: 
Bylander & Waddell, 26, Old Burlington-st., 
WI. QS: Gardiner & Theobald, 49, Bedford- 
sq., WCl. *William Willett, Ltd., Sloane-sq., 
SW1. Over £500,000. 

Hemsworth.—33 houses at South Elmsall for 
RDC. *G. H. Smickersgill, Ltd., Wath-on- 
Dearne. 

Hexham.—40 houses with roads and sewers 
at West Wylam for RDC. A: W. Dixon & Son 
(A/L), 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle upon 
Tyne. *W. Leech (Builders), Ltd., St. James- 
st., Newcastle (subject to Ministry approval). 

Kettering.—24 flats at Windmill-ave. estate 
for TC. *Direct labour, £24,436. 

Liverpool.—Twin operating theatre at Stanley 


extension to 


hospital for Regional Hospital Board. *Bovis, 
Ltd., 1, Stanhope-gate, W1. 
§London (Admiralty).—Particulars of con- 


tracts over £1,000 in value :— 


_ Yorkshire: Painting work, *Wm. Latimer & 
Co., Ltd., 10 Archbold-terr., Newcastle-on 
Tyne. Co. Durham: Painting work, *Win. 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
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Latimer & Co., Ltd., 10 Archbold-terr., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Fifeshire: Roller shutters, *G. 
Brady & Co., Ltd., New Islington Works, 
Ancoats, Manchester 4. 

4 London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value £500 or over for week ended 
June 23:—Building work: *William Press & 
Son, Ltd., Willoughby-la., Tottenham la., N17; 
*Charles R. Prince, Barnsley-rd., Doncaster ; 
*W. H. Streeter, Ltd., udor-rd. Works, 
Hampton, Middx.; *Bosworth & Wakeford, 
Ltd., New-st., Daventry, Northants; *Rigg & 
Remington, Ltd., Booth-rd., Colindale, NW9. 
Artificers work: *John Carnegie and Son, Ltd., 
35, Seafield-rd., Dundee; *S. W. Foster, Ltd., 
Coombend, Radstock, nr. Bath, Somerset. 
Building work: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
(Scotland), Ltd., 5, Royal-ter., Edinburgh, 7. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region:— y 

*Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., Smethwick, 
Birmingham, patent glazing roofs Nos. Zt, ZZ 
and 23, iron foundry, Crewe locomotive works. 
*Manchester Slate Co., 26-28, Hunter-st., Man- 
chester, 3, general work. *Marple & Gillott, 
Ltd., Arnold Works, Stevenson-rd., Sheffield, 9, 
removal of track and structures Dunford up 
yard. *T. E. Cundy & Sons, Ltd., 28, Belgrave- 
rd., Leicester, labour only cleaning and painting 
at Derby Friargate goods depot. *Saunders & 
Taylor, Ltd., 97, Chapel-st., Manchester, pS 
renewal of heating plant at carriage repair shop, 
Meols Cop. *Wm. Mulcaster & Co. (Contrs.), 
Ltd., Haslington, Crewe, renewal of floor boiler 
shop, Crewe locomotive works. *Leonard 
Fairclough, Ltd., Gordon House-rd., NWS, 
formation, renewal and drainage Simonstone- 
Harwood. 2 m. 1,620 yds. to 3 m. 
yds.; formation, renewal and drainage at 
Chorley up line 22 m._ 760 yds. to 22 m. 
910 yds.; down line 22 m. 760 yds. to 
22 m. 880 yds. *Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd. 
Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby, partial reconstruc- 
tion, etc., Bridge No. 13 Derby to Birmingham 
line for Central Electricity Authority. *C. A. 
Horton, Ltd., Brierley Hill, Staffs, new 
pedestrian subway alongside bridge No. 5 Aston 
and Sutton Coldfield line for Birmingham . 
Corporation. *S. & C. Walmsley, Ltd., Stand 
Park Works, Bridge-rd., Liverpool, 10, supply 
and erection of steelwork engine shed roof 
renewal Rose Grove motive power depot. 
*Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington, Lancs, 
part reconstruction of bridge No. 59 Birken- 
head Grange-la. carrying railway over Black- 
pool-st. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Eastern Region :— 

*Tersons, Ltd., 4 Dollis Park, Finchley, N3: 
supply and erection of lineside fencing in the 
Sheffield Engineer’s district—*W. R. Payne & 
Sons, “ Lingerfield,” Shipley, Yorks: cleaning 
and painting of general offices, station build- 
ings, bridges, subways, toilets, messrooms and 
stores, etc, at Liverpool-st. station (West Side). 
—*A. Cameron, Ltd., 235, Queenstown-rd., 
SW8: cleaning and painting of general offices, 
station buildings, bridges, subways, toilets, 
messrooms and stores, etc., at Liverpool-st. 
station (East Side).—*R. Ridd & Son (Contrs.), 
Ltd., 153 Billet-la., Hornchurch, Essex: clean- 
ing and painting of the roofs (internal and 
external) and the columns to platform level at 
Liverpool-st. station —*Neonore Stone Clean- 
ing Co., 7 Victoria-st., SW1: cleaning of wall 
surfaces, etc., internal and external (including 
Harwich House), at Liverpool-st. station —*W. 
& C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex: con- 
struction of office block at Ripple-la. railhead 
depot, Barking. 

London, EC.—Office building at 2-3, 
Cursitor-st., and 40-43, Chancery-la., EC4, for 
Sun Insurance Co., Ltd. A: Daniel Watney, 
Eiloart, Inman & Nunn (F), The Charterhouse, 
Charterhouse-sq., EC1. QS: Walter Fidgen & 
Son. *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., South Lambeth-rd., 
SW8, £180,000. 

London, EC.—Six-storey steel-framed office 
building with basement at site bounded by 
Bream’s-bldgs., Greystoke-pl., and Fetter-la., 
EC4, for Solicitors’ Law Stationery Society. 
A: T. P. Bennett & Son (F), 43, Bloomsbury- 
sq.. WCl. OS: Gardiner & Theobald, 49, 
Bedford-sq.. WC1. ‘*Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, 
Baker-st., W1, £356,993. 


qLondon (MOW).—Contracts placed for 
week ended June 16:— 
Caernarvonshire: Argyle-rd., | Llandudno, 


erection of telephone exchange, *The Norwest 
Construction Co., Ltd., Litherland, Liverpool 
21: Head Post Office, Pwllheli, adaptations, 
*W. G. Jones, 29 High-st., Criccieth, Caernar- 
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von. Essex: Post Office, Rochford, extension 


and alterations, *Muggleton (Builders), 50 
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Ashingdon-rd., Rochford, Essex. —Hereford- 
shire: Ministry of Supply Depot, Rotherwas, 
repairs and asphalte to roofs, *Western Trini- 
dad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., St. Mary-st., 
Cardiff. Lancashire: Malayan Teachers’ Train- 
ing College, Kirkby, internal decorations, *R. 
Costain & Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Blundell- 
sands-ho., Mersey View, Waterloo, Liverpool 
22; Premium Bonds Organisation, Heyhouses- 
la., St. Annes, adaptations, *J. Turner & Sons 
(Preston), Ltd., William MHenry-st., Preston. 
London: Bow-rd., E., erection of East Tele- 
phone Manager's office, *Tersons, 4 Dollis 
Park, Finchley, N3; 65-73 Mansell-st., and 15- 
19 West Tenter-st., El, internal and external 
decorations, *Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8 Essex-st., 
Strand, WC2; Somerset House, Strand, WC2, 
external decorations, *South London Decora- 
tors, Ltd., 9 Streatham High-rd., SW16. Mid- 
dlesex: Government Buildings, Bromyard-av., 
Acton, W3, internal decorations, *J. W. Green 
(Painters), Ltd., 171 Graham-rd., Wimbledon, 
SW19. Staffordshire: ARC Cold Norton 
Farm, nr. Stone, Staffs, erection of two houses, 
*E. G. Lester, Ltd., Cannock-rd., Stafford. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed in week-ended June 16: Berkshire: 
Fencing, ‘*Astolat Co., Ltd., Peasmarsh, 
Guildford. Devon: Building work, *J. W. 
Finch, Plymouth. Co. Down: Road- 
work. *John McQuillan, Ltd., Dunmurry. 
Hampshire: Roadwork, *Allweather Mechani- 
cal Grouting Co., Ltd., London; *Hadsphaltic 
Construction Co., Ltd., London; roofing work, 
*Maurice Hill, Ltd., Horndean; electrical in- 
stallations, *R. F. Webb, Ltd., Southampton. 
Hertfordshire: Miscellaneous, *Francis Jackson 
(Contractors), Ltd., Ickenham. Lanarkshire: 
Miscellaneous, *M. Simpson & Co., Ltd., Glas- 
gow. Wiltshire: Painting and _ decorating, 
*W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. York- 
shire: Miscellaneous, Allton & Co., Ripon; 
roadwork, *Sangwin, Ltd., Hull. 

Mansfield.—New maternity unit at Kings 
Mill hospital, Sutton-in-Ashfield, for Sheffield 
Regional Hospital Board. Henry James 
(Mansfield), Ltd., Central-bldgs., Station-st., 
Mansfield, £30,847. 

Newark.—Erection of Barnby-rd. school for 
Notts EC. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., 
Haydn-rd, Nottingham, £34,433. 

Newmarket.—15 flats at Chapel-st. and St. 
Wendred’s-way, Exning, for UDC. A: P. D. 
Lees, Council Offices. QS: Crump & Ptnrs.: 


MIDIWEY: AG. ETOSE. — o stncscceeet- secs de cen £30,126 
Walliam: ‘Sindaul,, (td. .o.. ces cesses 28,504 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. ........ 26,962 
WV cK. “SOUINMOE oo ses ctidewiedioses 25,177 
eee ge Oe | 24,661 
*Law Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Ely-rd., 
EMCNOTL, ACAMNDS:o.6 s.05sawnes ioe 23,181 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 

















Board. 


Hospital Board. 


North gr clip og a 3 ad 
m. sch. for - Count 
Dickenson (F), a 

*Plaxtons, Ltd., Scarborough, 


Nottingham.—Erection of Glapton 
*Hutchinson & Rostance, 2 
Meadow-rd, pe meg yc rE 
—_ ouses at Cakemore es 
*Rock & Downes, a 
Aldridge, Staffs. 

Shrewsbury.—New sub area office for Mid 
C *John Bromley & 
atling-st., Church Stretton, 

South Shields.—Open-air special school 
Cleadon Park for EC. 
Hilda-st., South Shields. *D. Glen, Ltd., Albert. 
rd., Jarrow, £60,000. 

Stoke Newington.—26 maisonnettes, 20 two. 
bedroomed flats and 20 bed-sitting room flats at 
Portland Rise extension housing site for MBC 
{William Moss, Ltd., North Circular-rd., NW). 


A: R. Collins (A), 


Sunderland.—22 houses for TC. *T. Stewart, 
Peacock-st. West, Sunderland. 
Walthamstow.—Six three-storey flats at sites 
of 100/110, Markhouse-rd., E17, for BC. 
£11,700 (subject to Ministry 


Whitehaven.—Reconstruction of theatre suite, 
Whitehaven hospital for Newcastle Regional 
*Lovell Bros., Harrington, 


June 29 1956 
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Ltd., Walsall-rd,, 
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ing and penne more 
end of that 
dustry must play its oie in restor 
the balance, and none can do more 
.ding industry and the allicd 
nanufacturing trades, To reduce costs, 

production and to step up ex- 
- of. plant,materials and ser- 


- must be the threefold aim. 









Failure to do so can mean one thing 
only - unemployment and a depressed 
Standard of living for all,accompanied 
in all likelihood by a return to lic- 
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"THE BUILDER 
Dispute 


and the Printin 


1g 
‘The sword which has been hanging over . 
publishers of periodicals and technical 
newspapers in London fell on February , 
and "The Builder", in common with other 


- technical papers, cannot be published. 
The dispute is between the Master Pri- 
nters and the London Typographical Soc- 
iety lich we can exert no influence 
tows ‘riving at a settlement. In of- 
feri yologies to readers for the 
inconvenience ft hich they are put, we 

re issuing 2 weckly Nows-Letter in which 
essential news of the industry will <p- 
f t 
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RIBA DINNEE 


he RIBA Dinner will be held on Friday, 
April 6 next,at Guildhall, lent for the 
occasion by the Corporation of the City of 
London, Tickets (price £3.10s.inclusive) 
should be applied for on forms to be found 
in the February issue of the RIBA"JOURNALY 


‘GANDA COMPETITION 


z 


ition for the Uganda Legislative Council 
Building in Kampala has been submitted by 
Messrs. Edward D.Mills & Partners, F.and 
ARIBA, 15, Carlisle-strect, Soho-square, 
W1. Second award goes to Moross and Graff 
of Johannesburg. The assessor was Mr.H, 
Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, apni with Mr.G.T. 
Bragg and Mr, i ouws advisors, The 

site is in aes ll Kampala. 


iie winning design in the 2pca compet- 


The design, which wins the first 
premium of £750 shows a building in rein- 
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bay spacings, 
of 8ft. On the north and south facades 
of the office section are vertical pre- 
cast concrete sun-breaks. 
to be finished with reconstructed stone 
with ashlar jointing, will be air con- 


ditioned. Cost has been estimated, at 65s. 


per sq.ft. ,at £117,000 and alternative- 
ly ona cu.ft. 
case exclusive of cost cf car park and 
other external works 


Ti:PERTAT, COLLEGE 


Plans for enlarging Imperial College, 


South Kensington, by new buildings 
hich will provide a total floor space 
of 1,500,000 sa.ft., nearly 1,600,000 
sq.ft. of which will be on the Central 
side, have been prepared by :ir.Graham 
Daisbarn,CBE, FRIBA, 5,Gower-street,.'C1. 
The demolition of T.:},Collcutt's build- 
ing which 
is invclved, 


‘NIVSRSITY COLLEG, LOMDON 


An appeal for £2m. has been launched 
for help in providing a nev iahicuie 
building for University College ,London. 
The bu ildings, which will adjoin the 
C ege s buildings in Gower-street, 
have been designed by Pro f.H,O.corfiato, 
of Jorfiato, Thomson & Partners,15, 
square,''C1. The section of the new 
anne fronting Gower-street will be 
faced with Portland stone. The portion 
linking that section with the 12-storey 


tever block will be built first and,like 


the taver, 
facings. 


be jaune 


Tal ANT oO 
Lo 2 wT YHOOLS 


vill be in 2-in. yellow brick 


RCHITECT 


To fill the vacancy caused by the 
ae e “r.S.Poward, the LCC's general 

urposes committce have recommended the 
ppaetian of Hr.li.C. L. Powell, BA,ARTIBA, 
at present Assis cant Schools Architect, 
to be Schools Architect at a salary of 
£2,059 rising 
& year, ur.Povell, who is 39, entered 
the council's service in 1950 as Assist- 
ant Housing Architect. He was formerly 
a partner in the firm of Messrs.Powell 
and Moya. 


ALEPPO i SEU COMPETITION 


The closing date for the International 


one of 12ft. and the other 


The buildings 


basis at £146,568,in each 


fronts Imperial Institute Road 


oburn- 


Cost of the first section will 


annually by £100 to £2,250 


Competition for the site of a prelinin- 
ary project for the Aleppo :useum, pro- 
moted by the Directorate General of An- 
tiquitics in Syria(see "The Builder" of 
January 6) 


COVENTRY'S NE‘ SCHOOLS 


Coventry Corporation has accepted a 
recommendation cf the City Architect 
that, in order to provide accommod:tion 
in the time available, the Tile Hill 
Wood Secondary (Comprehensive ) School 
should be ef "Intergrid" censtructicn, 
and have agreed to suspend standing 
orders to allow the appcintment of 
Gilbert-Ash Ltd. ,why are the only con- 
tractors for this form of construction, 
as the builders, The Corporation have 
also approved a recemmendaticn that 
Allesley Hall Primary Scheel and the 
primary school at Henley-road should 
be in "Derwent" timber construction "in 
order again to ensure the censtruction 
of the schceols by the time thcy are re- 
quired". 
Ltd. ,Nettingham, have becn nominated as 
the sub-contractors fer the supply and 
erection of the "Dervent" components. 


BUILDIiG SCHOLARSHIPS 


The National Joint Council will of- 
fer tvo scholarships for HND courses 
for competition in the schrol ycar 
1955-55. Details and entry forms may 
be obtained from the Clerk. NJCBI, 11, 
‘Yeymouth-street,London,.1. Applicat- 
ions are returnable by February «I 


Ic'’ LECTURE 


Students will be particularly iel- 
come at the lecture which i‘r.E.D,i:ills, 
FRIBA,is to give on March 7 at 66,Port- 
see ee 4 The lecture, on "Mat- 
erials 2nd Techniguves in rclatinn to 
iiodern Buildings" will commence 6.30 
and is under the auspices of the Insti- 
tute of Clerks of Works of Gt.Britain. 


CI AT ‘GING LO ONDO? }} 


The Chairman of the LCC will pen at 
the Building Centre on February 24 at 
neon an exhibiticn of about 40 scale 
modcls of projected schcincs for future 
planning and building in London. The 
exhibition is cpen until March 23, son- 
day to Friday, 9.30 am to 5 pm. ,Satur- 
days 9.30 pm to 1 pm. 


as been cxtended to April 2k, 








For these projects Vic Hallam 
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“Review of Housing Work 
St.Pancras" by A.W. 
ror, St.Pancras MBC, 
t,SW1l. 6 pm. 


JLG 





i edn sd LV 2brua LV 29 
nibition on architecture in 
Pe 65,P ) -tland-place,W Mon, 
7; Sats.10-5, Open until 
24, 
Soeicty of Arts.-"A New Concept 


,¢ 


264, Ut 


6 


: j in R. Branson, 
JOhnn Adam-street,WC2. 2.30 pm. 
College.- Presen- 
certificates by 
Hall, Denzil-rd., 


riz and 
2V 9 Coit ae 
7.30 pm. 
cturnl Associction.- "Noise 
sions" by J,H.A.Crockett,ACGI. 


es 





24, Be .ford-square,WCl, 8 pm. 
Thursday, March 1 

ki stitution ey of Ble etrica a Enginee sSs.° 

wiseussion on "Reeruitment to the En- 

~ineering Profession". epaaieee. 

WZ, eI pin, 

Towa Planning Institute.- Annual 

ju OY.ear, ish Ao Ng Hotel, WC2, 1.0 pm. 





will 


Manace 
WLI icles C 





ENNISKILLEN COMPETITIC 





Mr.R.S.Wilshere, assessor in the comp. 
etition for Fermanagh County Offices, 
Enniskillen, has awarded first place to 
Mr.H.Gibberd,ARIBA, 146,Co rporation-st,, 
Birmingham ("00 )premiun), and second 
place to T,B.Fenton & D.Maclean, AA, IBA, 
Ratncoole,Whitechouse,Co,Antrim (£2 Ve 
US EMBASSY, LONDON 
The US State Department's planning con- 
petition for 2 new Embassy buil n 
Grosvenor-sq.,London, has beuwr r My 
Kero Saarinen,whose design shows 2 5- 
storey building largely glass-faced. (& 
struction is expectud to begin in Januar 
next. 

EPINBURGH SCHOOL 

Mr.Ralph Cowan,ARIBA,AMTPI, has be 

inted Professor of Architecture in 

the School of Architecture, Edinburgh 
Coliege of Art, in succession to lrof- 
essor Robert Matthew who resigned in 
Becember last. 

UNFIT FAMILIES 

The Minister of Housing has set u 
sub-committee of the Central Housing 
Aavigoxy Committee, with Prof, J.M, 
Mackintosh as chairman, to report 

the problems arising agin t r using 
of families from unfit hou . BVI > 
should be submitted the join - 
retaries, Miss Empson and Mr.Davey at 
the Ministry of Housing & Local Govern- 
ment, Whitehall,SWl. 

TAAS OFFICERS 

The Incorporated Associatio i- 
teets and Surveyors has elected Lt ee 
A.E.Henson,T.).,FRIBA,FIArb, as Presi- 
dent, and Mr.R.E.J.Harding and Mr. Ve 
Meekins FIArb, as chairman and vice- 
chairman of Council respceetively. 
PRICE STABILISATION 

The Northern Pipe Association announce 
that their members have agreed to keep 
their prices for deliveries of salt 
glazed pipes in Ingland and Wales at 
existing levels until June 30 next at 
least, They wish to take part in the 
general move to stem inflation and to 
contribute to stavility in the cost of 
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TENDERS 


Zarrow-in -in-Furness. 75 houses and 20 flats at North Walney estate for TC. 

¥ Direct Labour, £130 9969. 

Birmingham, Works for City C, 108 maisonettes and 96 flats at Wychall Farm 
estate, *Wates, Ltd, ,£487,355; 54 maisonettes at Kitwell Farm estate, *Wates Ltd., 
£127,122; four-form entry mixed mod sch, at Bromford-rd,,Hodge Hill, *Thomas 
lowe & Sons, Ltd. ,£196,453. 

Bridgwater. 70 houses at Sydenham estate for TC.*J.Standerwick & Sons,Ltd., 
£94,674. 
Crawley Development Corp, 721 dwellings, 98 flats and 91 garages at Tilgate, 
Stage ll. A:ll.S.howgrave-Grahum,ARIBA, AMTPT, QS: Gardiner & Theobald.*G.T. 
Crouch, Ltd, ,Sutherland House, Surbiton-cres,Kingston-on-Thames ,£1,220,469. 
Edinburgh. Medical school buildings for University Senatc.A: W.N.W.Ramsay(A), 
529, sauchichall-st,. ,Glasgow,C.5, Foundations,etc.*Colin Macandrews & Ptnr., 
Ltd. ,11,West end-pl.,Edinburgh., Steel structural works,*Redpath Brown and 


Co,,Ltd., Albion-rd, ,Edinwweh, 
Glasgow. Houses at Mosesfieid tor City C.*L.K.Mackenzie & IPturs.,Ltd., 
Townhead,Glasgow,N.M.1.,£62,468, 
Grimsby. Second phase of Coliege of Further Education for TC.*J.H.Thompson 
and Sons, £125,707. 
Guildford, 20 dwellings at The Rough,West Horsley for RDC. J.W.Snape,MIMun.E, 
ES, *Orchard & Peer, (Loadon) Ltd,, Wimbledon,S,W.19, £433,053. 
ttes,one shop and maisonette,one lock-up shop 
ga 


=r 


Kensington. 129 fl« ML 3,4 mMalso rie 


and 12 garages at Treverton-st.,for BC, *Leslie & Co.,Ltd. ,W.8,£352,574. 
Leeds, 202 dwellings at Belle Isle estate,area 5,for TC. *Hall & Dudley Ltd., 


221 ,Woodhouse-la,Leeds, £246,640. 


London (Air Ministry). Contracts to value £500 or over for weck ended Feb.4: 
Building work:ualey Coles, fe gett eae gins DPrabole Construction,Ltd., 


44,Aylesbury-st.,Bletchley,Bucks; R.Fielding & Son (Builders) ,Itd, ,Stanhope- 


dr,,Blackpool; Shipman & Sons,Ltd.,N spent: age P sai ont George Wimpey & 


Co.,Ltd. ,Orchard-hse,Fenwick-terr.,Newcastle-on-Tyne;Haymills Contractors Ltd., 
& Sons,Ltd.,Blue Bridgc-la. , York; 


Hanger Green,Wostern-av2.,W.5; F.Shepherd & 
Extension of runway: Kings « Co,,Ltd.,19,Woodside-cres, ,Glasgov,C.3;Artificers 





= ; 7 ; Re ws ad : 
work: Haymills (Contractors),Ltd.,Hanger Green,Western-ave.,W.5; John Mowlem 





& Co,,Ltd.,91, bury Bridge-rd. ,SW1;Painting work; G,A.Fryer & Son (Warrington) 
Ltd, ,212,Manchester-rd,,Warrington; Resurfacing work: Wirksworth Quarries,Ltd., 
Bank House,286,Pcntonville-rd,,Nl. 
Contracts placed for week ended Feb.1l: Artificers work: Kerridge (Cambridge ) 
Ltd. ,Sturton-st,,Cambridge; Downing Rudman & Bent,Ltd.,Site Office,New Ward-rd., 
Ward Barracks ,Bulford Camp,Wilts; Fred Pearson & Co.,Ltd. ,32,Cenetery-rd., 
Doncaster; J,Barhon & Co.,Ltd.,77,Ladywood-rd, , Edgbaston, Birmingham,16; Repairs 


4D 








to heating: Norris Warming Co.,Ltd. ,94,Exchange-bldg. ,New-st. ,Birmingham,2; 


Building work; Middleton & Co,,(Blackpool) Ltd.,Beacon Hill,Haughton,E,Skerne, 
nv.Darlington; G.& J.Seddon,Ltd.,Little Hulton,Walkden,Manchester; Sadler & 
Sons ,Richnond-rd.,Ipswich; Johnson & Builey,Ltd. ,51,Norfolk-st. ,Cambridge; 
G,Chessman, Ltd, ,Scotter-rd.,Scunthorpe; Thomas Broad,Ltd.,Graham Works, Graham- 
rd,,Malvern; Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co.,Ltd.,Linasay House,171,Shaftesbury- 
ave. ,WC2; Civil Engineering; Robt.M,Douglas (CTTRS)Ltd.,395,George-rd., Erding- 
ton, Birminzhan. 

soucon (Moll): Contracts placed tor week ended Feb.4: Beds.: Sharnbrook, Bedford, 
8 houses *W,T,Ravitt , Ltd. ,Newton-st.,Olney,Bucks; Berks; ks: AWRE, Aldermaston, 
further ncaele Macht Hall & Co,,Ltd.,Matthew Hall “House, Dorset-sq. ,NW1; 








*Richard Costain Ltd. ,4,Princess-pl. ,Notte-st. ,Plymouth; Hants: RAE, Farnborough 
modification and additions to building Q4*Lavender McMillan . (Contractors) Ltd., 
24,Cheam Common-rd, ,Worcester Park, Surrey; Kent: HPO, Sevenoaks, extension to 
Sorting office,*Stanley Bervick,Cramp tons-rd, , Sevenoaks ; London: Avenue/ 

Mansion TE,EC3,alte rations for third unit,*Whyatt (Builders) ‘Ltd. ,225,Streatham- 
hill Rd.,SW16; Shed 4,Kidbrooke Park-rd,.,5E3,additional welfare acpoaaebabton, 
*F.G.Steadman,140,Main-rd, ,Sidcup,Kent; Enterprise TE,Bowes-rd. ,Nll,alterat- 


ions and extensions, *Richard Moddern Ltd, ,15,Thke Viaduct ,Sherwood-rd, ,South 


Devonshire: RNE Colle ge,Manadon,Plymouth, stage 2,erection of superstructure 
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Harrow,Middx; PEE PRONE 1 pCR SEM oe and additions,*Phelps & Son ,Lta,, 

23,Goodge-pl.,W1l; Monmouthshire: ESSE, ees extension to UAX RW. 
Moon, Ltd. ,13a,Harrow-rd. ,liewport,Mon; Shropsnire: HPO,Wellington, alterations 
and extensions, *Whitchurch (Salop) Contre, ,Ltd. ,Castle Hill, Whitchurch; Yorks 
DSIR,Wassand-st.,Hull,extensions to fish working laboratory,*J.Mather & Son, 
oe .,otoneferry ,Hull. 








Londo War Deot.): Contracts placed for week vigil 'eb.4s Roevureh shires Misc. 
isso ¢ John Crow & Sons ,Havzick; sirouShi ne: Sewage disposal p lant, *liughes 4 


’ 
— ter, Ltd. , Wrexham; statis: Water —— pbs eiredte & Co, ,E Engineers, Ltd 
reat Bookham; Surrey: Miscellaneous, *G, Bolom & Sons,Ltd.,London; Wilts; 
Piet va work,*J,T.Parsons & Son,Ltd. ,Westbury;*F.Rendell & apie igitenieeie 
Yorks: Fl< wbindines as Saniga ert Lid. ,Darlington; painting and decora ting, 
*Alfred Bagnall & ee 

Contracts placed for wee : ending I Feb.ll: Bucks: Miscellancous,*iM.R.J.Ripley, 
air pind Berks: Wood Pe pentane »*Vigers,Bros. ,Lt i. keeiens Denbighshire: 
“a — 2Llatio n; *Thouas Wood & Son (Chester) Ltd. ,Chester; Hants: 

T.H, Kenyon & Sons, Ltd. »London; Kents Koadwork, * W.H.Bensted & S & son, 
t 














stle-on-Tyne. s and maisonettes at eg North estate for City ¢ 
(Contractors) Lid. ,The | gE pomet p£1. 74,672. 
Nowport,iion. 73 Easiform houses and 14 traditional "flats at Ringland Top for 
TC. * John Laing & Son,Ltd., £129,456. 
Norwich, Now Blucbell-rd.,sec.mod.sch.for boys.*R.G,Carter Ltd. , Drayton, £125,00, 
Oxford. 10 sho.s and maisonettes at Northway estate for City C. *R.@.Munt,Ltd,, 














£29.155. 

Kéaainzg., Conversion and reconstruction of premises 2t Oxford-st.,to form self- 
service store for Premier Supermarkets,Ltd. A:Thomas Mitchell & Ptnrs,(AA), 
20, Bedford-sq. ,WC1,*J.M.Jones & Sons,Lid. ,Highway Seid Reis dceaaal, 

Salford. Hope Hall see.mod. sch.,Hccles Old-rd.,for EC. *G. & J.Seddon Ltd., 
Little Hulton,nr Bolton, £145,422, 

Stourbridse. 7l,houses at Wollaston Farm estate for TC. *Nathan Hyde,6,Ulare- 
mont- rd. Sedgeley, £105,756. 

Sunderland, Farringdon Jun. and Infants! Sch. for EC. *Tate & Holmes Ltd., 





f 
Benwell ,Ncowcastle-on-Tyne, eet 
worcester, 40 houses and 72 flats a 
Ministry ence. 
ing). New prison buildings at Everthorpe Hall,North Cave, for 
sSioners, * F,Shepherd & Sui, dka; Seek. £400,000. 


- ay’ . . s 


LATE TENDERS 


+ Warndon for City C. *Wates Ltd. ,£153,873. 
























124 dwellings at Tark-la. estate for BC. *Direct Labour,£165,45 

98 dwellings at Saltwells estate for BC. *Hy.Boot & Sons,Ltd., 
ross Hall,Eccleshall-rd.South, Sheffield, £246,925. 
4d. 208 houses at Lobley Hill estate for TC. *William Leech,Ltd., 
e-on-Tyne, £285,561. 
inster. 9 pairs of bungalows and 4 houses at Fairfield estate for RM. 
Parkes (Builders) Ltd. ,Powke-la. , Blackheath,£26,030. 
(CL. Rebuildin f bombed "Marquess of Anglesey" PH at junction of 

Ro st 


fo) 

r Nicholson's Catering Co. A: Vincent Burr & Ptnrs., 

1. QS: Grahame Blackburn,28,Cork-st.,Wl. *Kirk & Kirk, 

mond-rd.,SW15, £32,000. 

t Low Moor estate for TC. *Wm.Airey & Son (Leeds) Ltd. 
ng 3 on and Brotton ii miata EC. A: Hadfield, Cawkwell 

dson (F),High-st.,Sheffield. QS: T.Barrett,Sons & Ptnrs.,50,Pall Mall, 

Ltd lt 





ryer, Ltd, ,Saltburn,Yorks., £114,784. 
Works for EC: 2nd instalment of Gedling Cty.Sec.sch.*Sweeney & Palmer, 


vlale-rd.,Aspley; 2nd instalment of Stanton Hill Cty.Sec.sch. *J. 
d mead ie: Hirtind cali m-in-Ashfield; extensions at Newark Sconce Hills 
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lack box, Erection of North Shore Sec.Mod.sch. for CB. A.Hamilton, Bh&S. *Brown 
ackson, Ltd.,Blm-st.,Fleetwood, £142,412. 


B 
& HI ~ 

thester. 46 aii flats and two shops at Blacon for City C. *Lloyd & Cross 
74 Ltd. £69, 651 

enwich, 12 flats and 11 garages at Little Heath for MBC. *Gee,Walker & Slater 


£25,887 (extension of existing contract). 
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ambath. 6 flats at Knowle-rd.,and 6 at Sudbcurne-rd.,for MBC. +Soar & Co.Ltd., 
£26,898. 
L.C.%, Alterations and additions to Woolverstone Hell Sec.bo arding sch.for boys 
nr Ipswich. 
Kerridge (Cambridge) Ltd, ,Cambridge £266, 662 
R.G.Carter,Ltd., Norwich 257,693 
F.R.Hipperson & Sons,Ltd., Dagenham 254,883 
Cubitt & Gotts Ltd., Ipswich 249 ,963 
J.Gerrard & Sons,Ltd., Menchester 247,593 
1,,L.Sadler & Sons, Ipswich 242,959 
George A.Kenney & Sons,Ltd.,Ipswich 241,381 
V,A.Marriott,Ltd.,Ipswich 238,432 
Rogers Bros.Ltd., Felixstowe 226,950 
Architect's comparable estimate is £237,575. 
London (MoW). Contracts placed for week ended Feb,11. Bucks: HPO High Wycombe, 


Lonc 

alterations and extensions *Clayton Heath,Ltd.,Boyne Works ,Maidenhead; tan (Co 
ne emesis, extensions to plastic laboratcry annexe,*Lavender McMillan \von- 
actors) Ltd.,54,Cheam Common-rd, Worcester Park,Surrey; Herts: Hemel Hempste 
ffice supplies dnote, Milnes phreys, Ltd. ,Knightsbri dge ,SW7; W7 ;Lanarks: PO, 
ter House,Old Hall-st.,Liverpool, internal cleaning & decorat ions , *Decorat- 
iverpool) Ltd. ,24,Pembroke-st.,Liverpool,3; London: Robart House, Leyton- 
one,E,11, internal decorations, *Ford & Walton,Ltd., Worton-rd, ,Stratford, El}; 
; Hendon, erection of Crown building, *A.Fairhead & Sons,Ltd. ,Sydney- rd., 
eld; Surrey: Richmond Park,rebuilding section of boundary wall, *Higgs | TAs 
Ltd, ,¢ ‘rown Works , South Lambeth- rd.,oW8; Kew Gardens ,rein nstatement of river wa ll; 
AW lson Lovatt & sons ,L td.,16,Gros svenor-cres.,Hyde Park Corner ,SW1; Warwicks: 
TRO,Richmond House ,Newhall-st,,Birmingham, internal cleaning and painting, 
AWeiteman (Nenorations ) nbd ,Gravell-lane, Erdington, Birmingham ; Weres: 

Hewell Grange,nr Bromsgrove, four houses,*G.Harrison & Son (Builders) Ltd., 
»Worcester-rd., Droitwich. 

aidenhead. 20 houses,Spencers estate for BC. *Halfacre & ¥oung, Holyrert, 
Maidenhead, Berks,, £31,131. 
aedear, Mod.Sch. for North Riding of Yorks.EC, A: D.Clarke-Hall (F), 6,Mason's 
1d. ,Buke-st. , London, Si 11. QS: Davis,Belfield & Everest, Ashley-pl. ,SWL, *Wimpey 

% Co.,Ltd. ,Orchard House »Newcastle-on-Tyne, £109,493. : 
walford, Sch. at Eccles Ola- -rd., for City C, A: J.C.Prestwich &Sons, Bradshaw- 

- te- sai Lanes. *G, & J.Seddon, Ltd. ,Coronation-bldgs, , Litt ‘le Hulton, 
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: ‘tish European Airwa 
Zensington, Substructure of new London oir terminal of British European ways 


S 

&t com mwell Curve,S.Kensington for {2:0 Transport Executive. *Wiliie O1d & 
%6. std, 495, Perrinerd,.¥, Barrow, F.2->9.000, 1 
stefficld Industria 1 research sta’ at East Bank-rd., for British Stee] Cast- 
~*gs Kesearch Assoc. *John Eshelby & Son,Spring-street,Sheffield. 

Jalenil, 124 houses at Mossley estate for BC. *F.A.& H.Taylor ,Croxtall- 


loxwich, £175,285. 

“ellsend, Reconstruction of No.3 building berth at Wallsend Shipyard of Swan 
“unter & Wigham Richardson Ltd, ,Constg. Engrs: |.F.Burns & Partners,3,Ellison-pl., 
‘Ieweastle-on-Tyne,* Demolition & Construction Co.,Ltd. ,London. 

28+ Bromwich, Jun.bept. at Gorse Farm Cty.Prim.Sch. for EC, *Sir A.McAlpine 

¢ Son »Ltd.,Hooton,Wirral, Ches. : 
Wuarfedals. A2 Bouses at Church-la for RDC, *Arthur Gibbs & Son (Pudsey) Ltd. 
<Qurnemouth . Unierground garage with shops, offices and flats above at Richmone 
Hill for Cdin Property Co. Ltd, A:A.G,Anderson & Prtnrs.,1,Soberton-rd, ,Queen' 


Park, *Feorge Wimpey & So.,Ltd.,London,W6, £300,000. 
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EASTERN COUNTIES 





IG PRICES 
TL£S BUILDERS. - The Eastern 

n of Building Trades Employers 
ecemmended its ens not to pass 
building owners any increased 


Fojerati 


A Yate \ 


costs of materials used on contracts 
for a- period ‘of! three’ months.” This 
vill-aoply to all’ materials covered by 


the terms! of. the céntract and: not only 
those where manufacturers have already 
announced a price freeze. -cmbers of 
the Federation have been reccommended "to 
waive all contract claims under basic 
materials schedules in respect of in- 
creascd costs of materials delivered to 
contract sites during the period March 
31 to June 30, on contracts cur- 


yy 
et 


1956, 





rent or centered into prior to March 31, 
1950, subject to review prior to June 
50,15 as to the possibility of cx- 
tending the period". 
The Federation's president, Mr.R.G. 
(cr, commented: "It is a matter of 
ct to the tastern Federation that 
recomncendation cannot also be ex- 
to wages. Unfortunately as the 
Llc know, the unions are at present 
pressing for a further. 6d. per hour and 
no stability in this direction seems at 
all likely", 
BUTLDER STABILISES PRICKS. -. Robert 
erriott, Ltd, , of eiaiaen Northants, 
builling eontractors, have stabilised 
their prices for six months as from 


runry 4d: 
of the 


iontcaA + 


noarriott, 


! - 
U 


Colonel 
firm said: 
Oo take this step we 
‘cl that it is virtually tur of 
vote of confidence in the country and, 
indeed, in our own resources.... 
cortracts go through at speed prices 
't have time to rise" 


of PRICES REDU Hunt Estates 
Wt, ,ouildcrs, of Derby, who have plans 
tem. of houses on their sites, 
the price of all new houses and 
lovs by 3 per cent. This mcans a 
tion of about £60 a house. The 
at Derby, Grantham, Lin- 
on, and they intend to 
,000 houses on them, 
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ALM TNOUS CE ih Lafarge Aluminous 


-crncnt Co, Ltd. ,solc manufacturers in 
+ Tr » ttre : oval P e a 
he UX of "Ciment Fondu" aluminous cem- 
ony, are not to increase their prices 


June 30 next, whatever risc may 


-ion prices of 


Printed and Published by The Builder, Ltd., 4, Catherine-street, 


take place in the intcrim in costs 
outside their control. 


CLINKER PLOCK.- At the annual general 
meeting of thc Federation of Clinkcr 

lock Manufacturers, on February 7, a 
recommendation that there should be 
no increase in ‘the official Federat=. 
clinker. blocks: during 
the next: six months was agreed unani- 
mously. 


BUIT.DER PRICES 
Alterations in Current I 





ity: Ss of 











“aterials sincc Feb.17, 1956. 
Damp Course Current Increase 
Slates Price 

18 x9 ete, BL RS. &-S 

ux 9 at ae: To Sy Sy, 
18 x ks 2. 2. &, 1, 7. 0. 
14 x hs s,. bs % ae Pa 

9x he ah Ga 2 sb Me” 
Slates 
2h x 12 3, toda 4Oe Go & 
SF £35 174, Gerd, 7a th te 
22 41 100, 4&4. 1. te Oa Pe 
20-542 S94. 9.10, 6.0.70, 
20 x 10 90. 8 6. G. CD 
18 x 10 es hw Be Se Aes. De 
18.2% 9 ee: hy ie he *Par 105 
16 x 10 419. 10. O. 8. 9. 
16x 8 36.- 155. 3s Ve Pe 
Copper Tube 457d. +1b. 
Red Lead Dry iy the Cs an Fe 





RIBA JOURNAL 
The RIBA and the Building Centre 
nounce that lr. Eric L.Bird,ibiz, ARTPA, 
is being released from his position as 





Editor of the RIBA Journal. in order to 
become Technical Education Officer at 
the Building Centre. This new posit- 


ion has been created as the result of 
a memorandum submitted recently by the 
ge bai the Building Centre suggesting 
the cation of a new information secr- 
vice ‘to architects and 
dustry on modern building tcchniques. 
The Building Centre have agrecd to es- 
tablish and operate it. 

The RIBA have appointcd as sditor 


the RIBA Journal tr.Noel Musgrave who - 


is relinquishing his present position 
as Editor of "The Architect & Building 


News", The changes will take place on 
date to be agreed. 
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No.2. 
FROZEN PIPES 


Last week the House of Commons, des- 
pite its preoccupation with Capital 
Punishment and Capital Cuts,found time 
to refer, even if briefly,to the ques- 





tion of damage to houses by frost and 
frozen pipes. Damage during the pre- 
sent cold spell hgs been widespread, 
said Mr.Sandys, the Housing Minister, 
but "it should not be attributed to 
any defects in the bylaws and still 
less to any lack of good advice. The 
trouble” added the Minister,"is that 
bylaws are not always observed and 
that advice is often ignored”, The 
Minister is to make inquiries to as- 
certain how extensive ‘the damage has 
been, and how far recently-=built 
houses have been affected. 


The London County Council has been 
quicker off the mark,for on the same 
day (February 21) the chairman of the 
Housing Committee told the Council 
that there had been burst or frozen 
pipes in approximately 11 per cent of 
their post-war dwellings,that is ab- 
out 10,000 incidents. The Committee 
is to consider what steps should be 
taken to avoid damage by frost. 


Who is to blame? The Minister 
seems to imply that good advice is 
not being followed,and this presum- 
ably brings in architects, builders 
and plumbers, The RIBA on behalf of 
architects,vigorously repudiated re- 
sponsibility in a memorandum pre= 
pared at the time of the last freeze 
up which we believe is still sitting 
in a Whitehall pigeonhole. The 
builders have said nothing,and the 
Plumbers,through the agency of the 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Plumbers, deny that the fault lies 













with them, and point out that up to 
1936 all waste pipes had to be on 
the outside of buildings, and that 
the new model bylaws, which were 
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NO CHARGE 


permissive in allowing such pipes to be 
fixed internally, came into effective 
use only after the war. So the merry- 
go-round proceeds! 


It is clearly time that an author- 
itative analysis of the situation was 
made so that new housing at least should 
be rendered free from this particulat 
and vexatious trouble. Bylaws and tech- 
niques apart, there is promise of re- 
lief in some of the new plastics pip- 
ings and fittings,though, according to 
the Royal Society of Health,some have 
demerits which should be thoroughly 
investigated. 


NEWS of the WEEK 
NEW RAs ; 


The names of Mr.Brian O'Rorke, the 
architect, and Mr.Siegfried Charoux, 
the sculptor, appear in a list of six 
Associates of the Royal ACademy who 
have been elected Royal Academicians. 


ICS TOWER 


There are hopes that the tower of 
the Imperial College of Science, South 
Kensington, may be preserved, Lord Sel- 
kirk (Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster) said in the House of Lords on 
February 22, “but it is no more than a 
possibility", he added. A model is to 
be made showing the treatment of the 
site. 


LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 


The main work on Liverpool Anglican 
Cathedral this year will be the const- 
ruction of the triforium (states the 
bulletin of the Cathedral building com- 
mittee, A decision had been made to 
begin work on the second bay of the 
cathedral with a view to finishing both 
bays at once, but a gift of £25,000 





(Continued on page 3) 











Right: Model (Shown at The 
Building Centre) of the 
joint City Corporation -LCC 
official scheme for the 
Barbican area. Moorgate is 
in the foreground. 
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> 
Mr. F Lasserre, Director of 
the School of Architecture, 
University of British 
Columbia, who will visit 
England next month to 
lecture on Timber House 


Design. 


Design for UCL Engineering Building 


‘n Gower-street, WC I( HO.Corfiato, architect). 


Left: Bristol Council 
House (E. Vincent Harris 
architect) to be opened 
by the Queen on April I] 


























uncil 
Harris 
pened 
April 12 











from the Dulverton Trust to meet the 
cost of a stone bridge across the east 
end of the nave, work on which will 
commence at once,means that there will 
be considerable delay in the complet- 
jon of the new section. 


HE AMERICAN EMBASS) 


Mr.Bero Saarinen (whose design for 
the now American Embassy block in Gros- 
venor Syuare,London,has been accept- 
ed in a limited competition, as an- 

1 in our last News-Letter) visit- 

lon on February 21 to show his 
plans to the American Ambassador. The 
building, of five storeys and making 
use of Portland stone with a good deal 
of glass facing the Square, occupies 
a site at the western end about 4330ft 
long. The estimated cost is about £ln. 
and construction is expected to begin 
next year, English and American con- 
tractors will be invited to submit ten- 
ders. We understand that the design 
as reproduced in several national 
newspapers is to be revised in certain 
directions and that Mr.Saarinen has 
returned to the USA for this purpose. 


COUNTY APPOINTMEN 
of paren n,ARIBA, has been ap- 
pointed county architect of Cornwall, 
and takes up his duties on April 1 at 
County Hall, Truro, Cornwall. 
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
The Sie rte Photographic eet has 
org, ed a Spring Exhibition of Ap- 
plica Photoaeeiy (Architectural, Ill- 
ustrative and Industrial) at 16,Princes 
Gate,S./7, Open from Wednesday, 
March 7. 
FLUCTUATIONS CLAUSE 


In view of the recent move by a 
number of building materials' manu- 
facturers to stabilise prices for a 
Stated period, the RIBA Council, at 
its mceting on February 7, agreed to 
ask the Joint Consultative Committee 
of Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders to give further consideration 
to the possibility of abolishing the 
Fluctuations clause in respect of mat- 
crials in the RIBA form of contract. 


PRODUCTIVITY 


The British Productivity Council 
recently held a conference at which a 
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recommenation was agreed that a per- 
manent Building Industry Productivity 
Conference for the London area should 
be set up. The RIBA has appointed Mr, 
Howard Lobb,CBE, and Mr.E.D.Mills as 
its represcntatives. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


The RIBA is to make urgent repre- 
sentations to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government on two points in 
connection with the Housing Subsidics 
Bill before Parliament. It was felt 
that the subsidy scale should be re- 
lated to current building costs rather 
than show a financial bias in favour 
of one type of development against an- 
other. In this respect the vicW was 
taken that the present weighting 
against threc-storey development would 
pero a serious limiting effect on ar- 

hitcctural freedom in the design of 
aan development schemes of houses 
and flats, especially in slum clear- 
ance areas. 

Under clause 11 (1) of the Bill, 
replacements to fit houses that have 
to be demolished along with unfit 
houses do not qualify for the in- 
creased slum clearance subsidy, and 
this limitation seemed to the RIBA 
Council to militate against the pro- 
per planning of a comprehensive re- 
development of such areas, 


THE BUILDER PRICE 


Inerzcases in Current Prices of Material 
since issue of February 24, 1956 


Copper tube 47; + 2$d 1b. 
Brass tube 347i + 140 15, 
Shect lead £158. 15. 0. + £5 ton. 
Lead pipe isos. Crh ve * 
Lead soil pipe 1c... 10. O.- + 
Lead soil pipe 

over 4" 163. 10. 0. + £5 " 
Lead Gas pipe ie... 7 oe 
Old lead 107. O. 0. + £4 _ 
Ground White lead 9. 18.0. + 4/-gal. 


Genuine White lead 


Paint 3, 12.0. + 2/-gal. 
Genuine Red Lead 

Dry 7. 18. 3. + 4/3ewt. 
Raw Linsead Oil 17..3.-* 3/3, 
Boiled Linsezd Oil Lt... Go 2 


The last full list of Prices was pub- 


lished in our issue of January 20, 1956. 








FROST AND FROZEN PIPES 


Frozen pipes have been much in the 
news during the current coli spell, *el- 
lowing are summarised official and 
other statements. 








Saniys, Finister of Eousing and Local] 
Government, announced in the of 
Commons on February a1, that he was mak. 
ing inquiries to ascertain hew extens- 
ive the damage caused te heuses through 
frozen pipes had been, and how Yar re- 
cently built homes had been affected, "I 
propose", he said, "to consult water un- 
dertakings about how better methods 
could be adovted to effect a better ch- 


a ee > 2 « an 5 x 
servance of the bylaws. In the light of 
ar A a 42 1 Tie . + 
this information shall ler what 
fy 5474+ } at os " 

further action should be ‘ 








> in oh * rr 
by the Chairman of ‘the ee, 
? pa eae ee a ) oe 
Hr. '.G. Fiske, that ther st 
Ps . : oe i” rs 
or frozen pipes in apr per 
> a) as i i 
cent. of the Council's lings 
+ _ 4 An lavas ay 
that is, about 10,000 e- 
4 ory, 1:4 Ln 4 : 3 
rt would be submitte using 
> Trae *% } nm We IA an a Yr) 
tee wn OUL nsl Stcps 








+ Tr a i ig 2 
Plumbers Defended. In hi 
a a 

the London Area Plumbing Tr 


e 
prenticeship Council's prizegiving,held 
at County Hall, ‘'estminster, on Feb- 

ruary 10, Mr.G.N,Lewis,ARIBA, Master of 
the ‘forshipful Company of Plumbers, de- 
fended plumbers from some of the charges 
recently made against them. During a 
reecnt tclevision programme, he said he 

’ nS 
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hat, before 
stipulated 
on the out- 


} a “tr 
year ,nowever, 








as intro- 
duced, and local authorities had to sub- 
mit mae by mid-1939. From then 
on it becaire permissible for such pipe 
work to be fixed internally, but it was 
true to say that the new bylews had not 
become effective until after the war 
ended, added to which licensing rest- 


ctions had not been lifted until ti 
years ago. It was unfair to blame the 
plumber for something over which he hag 
no control. 


Plastic Pipes. Inquiries made by the 


¢ Pi 
British Plastics Federation from areas 
throughout the country where local auth- 
orities have experimentally installed 
polythene cold water piping in Council 
estates, show that there were no bursts 
t Birmingh am, with 3,600 bursts in 
ouncil property with other types of ip. 
t d 


* ’ a ‘a J 
oe at Coventry or at 01k 
\ 








Q » 


ry 


i oy Yahi jena 
JIN VouNc1s houses 


On 
= | 
iS 

< 
ae J 

+ 

ae 
4 

N 


tic piping are mainly on the more ex- 
nosed sites and the experiment - des- 
oribed by ir.F.D.Matthevs, housing man- 
ager, as "very successful" - is estir- 
at Z ts 


ecencerned abou 

water eric whi v 

of copper, galvanise 
Way 


yonene pipes. 
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In the case 9 





I e vipes, states the So 
stances have occurred where the poly- 
thene aopears to be i 
coal gas, which had 
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special research by the Water 
Pollution Research Laboratory 


COMING AVENTS 


Vio ss Vs 


Friday. 





varch 2 


Rastern Federation of Building Trades 

Fmployers.- Course for General Fore- 

man, Kelstead House, Ipswich. tcet at 
Co t Sunday 





Aine, eae Tina esy Ie Ke? Ont avo _M 
Gen. Sir Humfrey Gale .“°3 C3,CVO,NC. 
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6.15 pm. 
Tuesday, March 6 

RIBA.- "Ritual and Architecture in Meg- 
alithic Monuments" by Prof.Stuart Pig- 
gott,FSA, 66,Portland-place ,W1, 6 pm. 
Institute of Eritish Decorators and In- 
terior Designers.- "Interior i‘otives" 
by Sir Hugh Casson,RDI,FRINA,PSTA, Hon, 





FIBD, Royal Society of Arts, 6,John 
Adam=-strect Adelphi .WC2. 6.30 pm 
Royal Photographic Society of Great 


Britain. Onening of Spring exhibition 
of Applied Photography by the President 
Dr.U.taines,FRIC, 16,Princes-gate ,SW7. 
7 pm 
Royal Institution of 
ors.- Annual dinner. 
» te PepO Pate 
BEC,- Third Programme talk on "T 
Architect as Artist" by Gordon Graham, 
ARTPA, 7.35 pm. 
Wednesday, 
Institute of t 
Britain.- "Materials and Te hniques in 
Relation to Modern Buildings ° 
Mills,*RIBA, 66,Portland Place,W1, 6 pm. 
Thursda ay, March 8 
Britis} h Instit mage 


Park-lane 





Clerks of 








what extent are ents o 
Heusehold Work Piles red in goto Town 
Planning" by — T.P. Bennett ,KBE,FRIBA, 


8 ,Hill-strec t 41, 3.30 pm. 

snstitution nf ae Eng gineers. ~ 

"Application of Adhesives to 

ber Structures" by D,W,Coover. 11 ,Upper 

Belgrave-street,SW1. 6 pm. | 
Saturday. a 10 

Royal Academy of A - Exhibition of 

works by Sir Merea ‘Moctinn. KCVO 

Burlington House ,"%1. 10 am to 5.30 


until June 30, 
STARILSATION OF PRICES 
English Joinery Manufacturers 


ions W3 
LLOC jern +L 





PPPRA 
gu ttene 
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The Council of the English Joinery 
Manufacturcrs' Association - which is 
not a price-fixin g association - has un- 
animously expressed the opinion that, 
Provided wages remain constant, there 
is no reason to anticipate any rise in 
the cost of housing joinery during the 
current year. In January,1955, they re- 
Commended their members to quote firm 
preee, subject to acceptance within 

days and delivery within 6 months and 
also subject to any nationally 
4226S variations. 
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"Point" Block Flats 





Scheme for Leeds 


Leeds Housing Committee has approved 
in principle a scheme for twelve T- 
shaped blocks of 10-storey flats,each 
containing 60 dwellings, at various 
focal points overlooking open spaces 


at the Corporation housing estates. The 
sites proposed are at Moortown (five 
blocks) , Halton Moor (three blocks), 
Givton ( tw 10) , Ireland Wood and Beckett 
Park (one each). The flats will be 
teel and conerete and have 
1 


built of s 
ning -tistate oors and private balcon- 
Ss They have been 


Architect, Mr. 


3 
The Committee also approved a pre- 
out for a civic centre at 
include a pedestrian shop- 
t with rear access for veh- 
s provision for multiple stores, 
inema, a public house, library, 
ealth centre, police section house and 
other civic buildings. 
FUTURE FOR BUILDING 
Diffi 
building i 
National tae nt, 
builders on b 


cult times are ahead for the 
seo Mr.Nigel Hannen, 
told North-Western 
ary 25. The credit 
. a "is a form of cure 
which can bring on troubles to which 
ilding indu 
t 








ustry is particularly 
is vital that the Gov- 
ld watch this position 

dcd Mr. Hannen. 


AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE 


"Architecture in Aus- 
opened on Tuesday by the 
ioncr for Australia at the 

s yg the first occasion on 
ralian architecture has been 

try, and the exhibits: 
s-section of post- 

s well as an historical 


which Aus 
shown in 
tion presen 
war practice, 
section. 


The next Building Teachers' Confer- 
ence will be held at 82,New Cavendish- 
street ,W1, at 10.45 am on fiarch 17. 
Further details from Hon.Sec. Mr. A. 
Cleveland, LCC Brixton School of Build- 








6 
TENDERS 


Armagh and Bungannon Joint Waterworks Board. Tenders received for construction 
of new Sea:‘ahan dam. (Co mstg. engrs, Bip & Kennedy, 133,University-st., 
Belfast).P.A.Baines & Sons,Cumberland, £629,350; Jas.!''Mullen & aig Aa 
£649,891; Goo.M'Cauley & Co. ,Quagh, £564,673; R.J.M'Leod,Glasgow,£665,768; J, 
White & Co.,Belfast,£580,146; Reed & Mulik,Ltd. ,Salisbury ,£716, 443; Societe de 
Construction des Batignolles, Paris, £747,061;T.Lowe & Sirs, Camevaute , £764, 404: 
As i. iri rec eanbagiheiote 10,532; R.Pattison Nutt& Sons,Lndonderry, £837,945. 

Bury St.Edmunds. 6 police houses at Newmarket-rd., for West Suffolk CC. *Wilsoy 
& § Sle ter , a ae. 

Croydon. 10 houses at Monk's Hill estate for CB. *A.G,Scott (Bldrs.) Ltd., 29 
Ludgate Hill,EC4, £19,189; 8 two-storey flats at Ashburton estate, *Walker 
Tooting) Ltd, ,Hackbridge-rd.,Wallington, £11,229. 

London CC, Home for 71 old people at Loughborough-rd.,Lambeth, Tender prices on 
basis” A are subject to fluctuations both in rates of wages and costs of mater. 
ials and tender prices on basis B are subject to fluctuations in respect of raia 
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Guess 








of only ; 
7 Dasis A Basis B 

L, & W,Whitehead Ltd., Lambeth 563299 £65,799 
George Moss & Sons,Ltd.,Southall gg 82,578 
Lavender McMillan (Contrs.) Ltd, ,Worcester Park 78,113 - 
J.Lawson & Co,,Ltd., Acton - 17,622 
He & H.F Hige Sig lit d. » Le mbetl 7159544 
W.J.Marston & Son,Ltd. ,Fulham 74,945 75445 
Tersons Lt: 


hahaa 73,761 
mtractors) Ltd. ,Kensington 725935 - 
ruction Co.,Ltd., Lambeth 71,857 * 

etna estimats on basis A is £70,436, | 


Home for 73 old psople at Picton-st,,Camberwell. Tender prices on same 

basis as above, 
Norman Sinclair,Ltd., Ealing. 85,536 - 
Catchpole & Co,,Ltd.,Potters Bar 84,823 85,999 | 
Halsc & Sons,Ltd.,Woolwich 84,686 - 
F. 8 q : 
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ason & CO¢ » Lt dias Erith, Kent 
comparahle oe Lil iate on canis A is £73,083. 
ish Railwa ays). Contracts placed for Eastern Region. *Wellerman Bros, 


a ee at. Sheffield, 3 for reconstruction of flooring of White Cross-lane Over- 








bridge No.66 between Wokkbwell -(Wost) and Barnsley (Courthouse) ; *Preoman Heating 
Co.,Ltd., 314-314a,Balham High-rd.,SW17, — installation of oil fired central 
nonsepi —. in general offices at Liverpool-st, Station; ard in Croswell 

offi : -st.,otation. 
London (ilar +t.) Contracts placed for weck ended Feb.18: Co.Down,Miscella 
eous, * an & Sen Solaand, Hants: Building work,*F, H. Biddiscon ‘be , Trow- 


bridge; Roofing work, *Gray Conoley & Co.,Ltd.,London; Building work, *E, & A, 
mouth; Kent: Miscellaneous, *C,Jenner & Son,Ltd., Folkestone; 

i. decorating, Nena uniagimoee & Decorative Arts Co.,Ltd. ,Mansfiell, 
sieihcre: & Pickmere,Ltd., P embroke ;Suropshire: Puinting and 
By oge,Ltd., Manchester; Sussex; Miscellaneous, *Charles 1 

elsey; tates ok and decorating,*R.H.Birdsall & Son, Knottinglcy; 
Moss Sons, Halifax, 

London. Restoration of bombed facades of store fronting Oxford-circus and Gt. 
Castle-st.,for Teter Robinson Ltd, ,with 4,000 cu.ft.salvaged stone and new Port- 
land stone supplied by South Western Stone Co.,Ltd, A:N.Mertin (A), Leeds. 
*Higgs & Hill,South Lambeth-rd,.,SW8, £120,000. 
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on (eritish Rail ays) Foundation wofks and provision of temporary accommodat- 
Constg.engrs. Freeman, Fox & 














63. Victoria-st, Sift, y25, Craven-st. ,"02. 

British Railways London “idl have placed the following con- 
tracts: #Leonard Pairclougt London, NW5. for formation, renewal 
and drainage between Braunst Barby; *#The Industrial tingineer- 
ing Ltd. ,..ellier House, /ibemar for the renewal of roof coverings 
over platform Nos,1-6 at Liver nat, piace n; #J.3.Corrie & Co. ,Ltd.,29, 
Cromveli-rd., S/7 for renewa in the Northampton engineers’ district; 

A . 


gRobert Myles, Ltd. , 36432, 2rd aport-st, ,Live 


“4 _ = 
Dallam MOtTLVE power depot, 


pool, for nev stores accemmedation at 

ingtoi Millis Scaffold: & Co. ,Ltd. ,Trussley 

r scaffolding for the renewal of roof ceverings of 
ef Oldham Mumvs passenger station, 





"7 Pom 1L L 
Hnammersm.1 theerove 39'S, 10 
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Nos. 1-6 platforms at Euston; reconstruction 

#],Gerrard & cons, Swinton. 

Tondon (ir Ministry) “orks centracts to value £500 for week ended Feb.15; Arti- 

ficors work, * ilichael Thonmsen Pul ontractors & Engineers) Litas; 

Petterel-rd. ,.Upperby Carlisle; ng pipes. + The Eagle Star Insurance 
2 1190 ter Lawrence & Son,Ltd,, Vent- 
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OFFICE BUILDINGS LATE TENDERS r 





RIBA Symposium Aberdeen.- Building work for new Scot. 
A symoosium on ofvice buildings has tish television transmitting station at 
been arranpedc. by the RISA Science Com- Rosemarkie, Alexander Hall é Son 
mittee for April 12 at the RIBA, Frof- (Builders) Ltd., Granitehill-rd, ,Norty 
essor Sir “in.Holford will take the chair field, Aberdeen, / 


and papers will be read by Messrs.J.B. Abe: rdeen. - Reconstruction of Bridge of 
Bickerdilxe, Hove Bagenal, J.R.Kell,H.F. Don, , +HVM, Murray & Co., 255, Bath-st 














ie 
Rebinson : ona F,J,Samuely. Admission is Clasgow, £297,778. 
by ticket ig Ae from RIBA, 66 Portland- Bletchley. - 13), houses at Rivers estate, 
place ,W1 (£4 cach incliding buffet meal J.P, Sinithie »MIMun,E, E&S, #Drabble Co, | —— 
and revort, 10s. for students, the lat- seca. 4. d.,Aylesbury- street, No 
ter limited to 50 avplying before March Bletchle CY, £214,848, 
20). Envelopes should be marked "Office London (if trovolitan Police »)-Convers- 
Buildings". ion of Elizabeth House ,Hi “hgate to 
- section house, #R,Hart & Sons,%50,é 
APPEAL TO BUILDERS' CLIENT SOCTLON HOUEE, oS oe 
London (MOW) Contracts rlaced for week Du 
Agree Accounts Promptly ended Feb.1% - Bucks: PO Suvplies dep. Lo 
. oo , : ot, olverton,erection of single store 
"In these time of financial strin- nie Se ee col 
: 7 ee hie ea building, eBetts & Faulkner, ght. , bie 
gency, vhen builders are finding it no ns St ates vA ch 
% -S a as CAL rd cS 3 
less difficult than others in industry Figh ste augers Saad : Bucl ead th 
tes: & : a a ae Durham: PO, ATE, Rishomeematn, “ 
generally to arrange ercdit facilities eT ee , di 
ie Sunder land, extension,# R “ictthews & Co, "R 


with their banks, it is more than ever 
1 
i 


apraeae under Ltd. ,25,Villicrs-st. | 
thnt accounts for building (Sunde lana) td, 25 Vil s-st., Lo 


‘ ET emer ig. “Tiles +o tia 4 Wav. .Harloy 
; : ounderland ssex: Howard Way ,Harlow 
work that has been carried out should on oe pr 
aceasta nee gaa engages New Town,FO Enang.Depot,Stage 1, #5, th 
be agreed snd paid promptly’, Mr. Nigel ze Pg 
+. avoir eas oe i Nate nnn] Bod Cronin € Sons,Ltd., 461-163 Warley be 
Hannen, Presiicnt He the Nationel Fed- my ure W 
Sa celal mali eee alae Rill Brentwood ,ssex; Glam: MLS New th 
eration, told the annual meeting of the , acs s — 
Midland Peccrstion of Builfine Trades Crown bldg., Westgate-st, sono po 
fiidland Feccration of Buil ng iraacs ne eS ee 
Bemleavere on Pehrunry 27 "A lorge ro internal deérora tions ,* Gilmours (Wales Co 
ee a pets ge es Di VATS ° . “ — ae pe Ltd. F ree School ¢ ourt t ,Br rid snd; Hants: ho 
portion of the money owed to builders a COSTS) aes 
Se hd aa cathe A a de ak Fareham, erection of TE, +Varings ie 
UY Laci Cl2aenscs = tae OLLL 1S av (Cc t an Ltd a Portsmo +h 
least £100m, - is due from local auth- shoes aro saaagenenendlilieee cabpagys-tabas- wh 
: ae ie Ts eee Herts: Garston, extension of altcrat- do 


S +3 Pe ee. ae 3 mer sy rae 
oritics, who often delay settlement for 














wh ; ions and additions to TE, +G.Moss & 
12 months or more. It is unfeir to ex- 4 Pore ny sire aS Lo 
ge tcc as = ; : Hons , uta. Conidae wharf , Lady aa See ad 
pect building firms to carry this bur- ! 4 : 
~ a saad — a — ‘ 
e ‘ z es me aie aN cai ee terd. ,southall ,Middx; Inverness-shire: er 
den at any time, but now that the creclt D Comes : 
Sithnien base a. daanibt aad ake ik; Sela PO garage ,Portree, extensions and al- 43 
soue is overnting and it is becom- ee igi 
. os . . terations #G6,.5rovm, Station Point, 0 
Em abeg wnercasi nely Ne fs CWwLs +4 Finance a 23 “od 3 IV 
EE tOLedtoiliety ALlit A AD & Sacre 4 ee , ; T f moloy 
eT - tly hope that sii agg “shire; soneon: Employe th 
new contracts, I carnestly hope that ee sf 
917 our 7l3 des rivat« ae official ment Exchance, marst owe-terr, Le 
i Se i : DPLLeCNnus — DFAVaALS Oo Of4s tOia ” eas ar 
= . 7 7 ew ecantcen, +A R shevpard, Ltd ay- 
amy 37 at oan. roe wedi? Die antete Mae new ay CN, Sh. t,o he wpar g- Ue » LY 
will collaborate by making payment with- 7. "lJ, he pe fi 
na ee aren <n bank-r ma ew Middx: PO 
in the veriod nained in the contract’. <a gens, ip - mo 
. Trans sot, Yeading, 
FIXED PRICES park ars, #otanley Hugh a 
‘ ean ¥. - it 
A “s Leach 41a, Yeading-la. ' 
Interoroofers and Cement Po o - ’ ’ 
Waterproofers and Cement Paints a Widlothien: JOB Manse- bu 
George Lillington & Co, ,Ltd. ,announce field-rd. , gh, crection,#7ohn “ 
thet during 1956 they will not make any Cullen nt Ltd, ,6,Edinburgh-ra., tc 
increase in price of their "Plasmor" Nusselburs naon-rd, ,Heacing- Sé 
mortar plasticiser, "Veloid" emulsion ton, er iC sh. sLavendc r Me a t¢ 
‘ aE t a) n Commnon-r 
onint, "Painterete" cement paint or an PS D4 vneail pps s¢ 
NaF. 4 aa ie +1 co rete h ra ner an Vy orces vi aa Park, Surrey 3 Yorks CI 
2 ce Jsic onerete hardener and see 
sesinie alia een Se nee Shefficld, creation of ATE, aR pe 
rat ¥ * ~ val £ = 
wa rproot: inson, Ltd Ge, 450, London-re hs pohef Tic id, pit 
a SwanseaCB, Primary sch. at Bonymen. ‘a 
22 A: aA.T,‘lykes FRIBA, AMTPT; QS: W.T. Hills vE 


DJ ro 
. acrphilly- rd. Cardiff £110,0/). PE 





& Co. Ow ansea, Davics Middleton & Dave 
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Builder, rtd, , 4, Catherinc-street, iD. 
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) REDUCING LONDON CONGESTION 

She Some pronouncements made by Mr. 

Week Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 

dep Local Government, on the subject of the 

i: congestion of London will strike a 

. chord in the hearts of all who work in 

= the Metropolis and have to travel any 

. distance to their place of business. 

} & Co, "Reducing the fearful congestion of 
London is the biggest town planning 

pig problem which confronts Britain", said 

- the Minister. “Over £100m.has already 

| been spent in providing New Towns in 

se the home counties for London's surplus 

a population, and in addition the London 

Les) County Council have spent over £70m.on 

ah housing estates outside their boundar- 
ies,,.But while the number of people 

hs who sleep at night in London is going 

eg down, the number of those who work in 

s London by day is going up". Mr.Sandys 

ail added that the number of insured work- 

— ers working in London is now above the 

wait 4om, mark - a figure which is going up. 
Over lm. of these work in the City and 

mploy- the West End. 

uy- Analysis of the problem is not dif- 

) ficult. It is to see that as people 

- move out of London, employment moves 

sh out with them. But solution is harder: 
it.is to see that not only industry 

‘ but commerce moves out on a greater 

san scale, either beyond the Green Belt or 

bias to the Metropolitan periphery. Mr. 

ig= Sandys’ appeal to commercial interests 

fille to do this - moving their offices,or 

ele some part of their offices, to less 

ae crowded areas - will be received sym- 

1.2, pathetically, but it may be question- 

ed whether much action will follow, 

4 11s certainly at present. London is a 

Dave vast pool of labour, and as such offers 

0,675. particular attractions both to em- 
Ployers and employed, and while vast 
Schemes of office building in the 
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NO CHARGE 


City and West End continue, firms are not 
likely to move out in large numbers. 


A more promising field is surely to 
continue to encourage industry to move, 
and to take its office side with it. 
Many firms have taken the chance offered 
to remove to the New Towns or to the 
outskirts, and few have regretted it. 
Buf even greater encouragement would be 
given and additional congestion avoided, 
if the premises which are vacated “were 
not immediately snapped up by firms com- 
ing in from the north and elsewhere, the 
only effect of which is to quicken the 
drift of population from north to south, 
a movement for which there is nothing 
at all to be said. 


Planning has somehow gone wrong in 
this matter. Is not this something 
Mr. Séndys might well look into? 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Building Programmes 


Sir David Eccles, Minister of Educ- 
ation, has taken immediate steps to put 
into operation part of the Government's 
pian for technical education. All ed- 
ucation authorities have been asked to 
send to the Ministry by April 30 partic 
ulars of any additional projects which 
they wish to include in their 1958-59 
Further Education building programme, 

Authorities have also been told that 
the Ministry will send them approval of 
their 1957-58 programmes by the end of 
April next and their 1958-59 programmes 
by the middle of June. The value of each 
of these programmes will be £15m. for 
England and Wales. When these have 
been approved, the Minister will invite 
advance proposals for 1959-60 and 1960- 
61. The 1959-60 programme will be ap- 
proved not later than the Spring of 1957. 








"OUR GREATEST PLANNING PROBLEM" 


Mr.Sandys on Reducing 
London's Congestion 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Town Planning Institute, which was held 


in London on March 1 with the President, 


Mr.Desmond Heap, LLM, in the chair, Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said that the biggest 
town planning problem which confronted 
Britain today was that of reducing the 
fearful congestion of London. 

"Over £100m. has already been spent 
in providing New Towns in the Home 
Counties for London's surplus populat~ 
ion and in addition the LCC have spent 
£70m. on housing estates outside their 
boundaries", he said. But while the 
numbers who slept in London went down, 
the numbers of those who worked there 
by day was going up, and in 1953-54 
(the latest year for which figures were 
available) the numbers of insured work- 
ers increased by more than 100,000, and 
was now above the 43m. mark. It was 
the consequent large daily movement of 
population that was responsible for the 


evils of the rush hours. "We must there~- 


fore, by one means or another, see to 
it that as people move out of London, 
employment moves out with them", he de- 
clared. Industrialists were increas- 
ingly following this policy, but it was 
not industry but office workers who 


caused the congestion, and with 10m. sq. 


ft. of new office space in the City 
alone either under construction or ap- 
proved ~ sufficient to accommodate 
70,000 more workers = the prohlem was 
getting more acute. 

"The time has clearly come when we 
must try and persuade commercial firms 
to follow the lead of industry", Mr. 
Sandys continued. "I earnestly appeal 
to all Central London firms seriously 
to consider whether they could not with 
advantage to their businesses, to their 
staff and to the community in general, 


without its vital spark. More ana 
more it was realised that town plann- 
ing had "got something needful for 
this day and age", and would progres. 
sively assert and re~assert itself yp. 
til it got its due. 

Mr.Heap said that it was not the re. 
sponsibility of planning control to 
design new buildings though it might 
be its duty to turn down buildings 
that had no design at all. "But when 
does a building have no design? That 
is the question", All these elevat- 
ional matters were matters of taste 
in architecture, "They are things for 
which town planning is today being 
unduly and wrongly, in my opinion, 
held responsible. Whether in the fut- 
ure we shell have the stately plea- 
sure domes decreed by Kubla Khan, or 
the cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous 
palaces, the solemn temples decreed 
by Sir Albert Richardson or the as- 
tringent asceticism of the South Bank 
school depends upon the architects 
and upon 'the growth of aesthetic 
taste and architectural appreciation, ' 
to quote the Housing Minister's pro- 
gress report of 1951", 

The toast of the guests of the 
Institute was proposed by Mr.M.J., 
Hellier,AMIMunE, senior vice-presi- 
dent, and the response was by Vis- 
count Kilmuir,PC,GCVO, the Lord 
Chancellor, © 





LCC ARCHITECT'S POST 


The London County Council invites 
applications for the post of Archi- 
tect to the Council, left vacant by 
the appointment of Dr.J.L.Martin as 
Professor of Architecture in the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. The salary of- 
fered is £4,500 a year, and full par- 
ticulars and application forms (re- 
turnable by April 20) are obtainable 
from the Clerk to the Council ,County 
Hall, Westminster ,S31, 


move their offices outside the congested mparnrnc FOR INDUSTRY 


central area". From London's point of 


view it would be best if the move was be- 


yond the Green Belt, but there was also 


benefit to be gained by dispersal to the young men in industry has been arrangti 


periphery of the Metropolitan area. . 
The President, Mr.Heap, said that an 
ever-increasing majority was realising 


A one-day conference of the future 
organisation of technical training for 


jointly by the Ministry of Education 
and the British Association for Com- 
ercial and Industrial Training. It 


that, notwithstanding "the arid complex~ will be held in the Royal Festival 


ities" of planning and its irritating 
restrictions, town planning was not 


Hall,SE1,on Thursday,March 22, Tickets 
from Mrs.Kelly, 8, Hill-st., W1. 
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PEGGING PRICES 

National Federation Recommends 

Removal of Materials Fluctuat- 

ions Clause from contracts up 
25,000. 


Having considered the rcenet under- 
takings given by a number of producers 

building materials to keep the 
rices of their products stable for 
certain fixed periods, the Council of 
the National Federation of Builcing 
Employers has decided to recom- 
members that in respect of 
racts up to £5,000 in total velue 
the duration of which wou 
six months from the date 
materials fluctuations c 
be omitted from — 
under Form CC 

In view of Ss 
that the new limit will be op- 
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the upward tendency of prices; e.g. 
the manufacturers of cdment, plaster- 
board and metal, windows have stated 
that their products will net be in- 
creased in price for the next six 
You no doubt have also observed tha 
the makers of baths, sinks, basins etc, 
locks, ironmongery,etc., have not, so 
far, followed that good example. 
"Constant increases in prices are 
undesirable from every point of vi 
To stabilise prices at today's 
a step in the right direction 
suggest, this do 
anough. The builder should not only have 
+ c i] 


4 
4 


the advantage of fixed "ceiling price 
he should also receive the benefit of 
any reductions which may be made poss- 
ible through world, national or even 
trade conditions, 


Th ss ae si arte 
Full details of the scheme are as 








months, 
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devaluation shall be deemed to have 
taken place if the £ sterling is offi- 
cially quoted at less than American 

$ 2.7h. 

7: Any inerease or imposition of pur- 
chase tax, or any form of sales tax 
shall be chargeable to the buyer. 

8: It is our rresent intention to ex- 
tend this scheme after August 31. In any 
ease, the priccs at which orders out- 
standing after August 31 shall be char- 
ged will not be more than the datum 
price with the addition of any subse- 
quent national or other increase, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


"THE BUILDER" NEWS-LETTER 
Sir, 

I desire to express mv appreciation 
of the hard werk and determined effort 
which you and your staff have expended 
in order to ensure that the issues of 
"The Builder" should be forthcoming, in 
spite of the cxtreme difficulties with 
which it is obvious you have had to 
contend, 

Your decision to present to the Ar- 
chitectural Profession and to the Build- 
ing Industry in general the best poss- 
ible service under such circumstances 
is, in my opinion, typical of the best 
endeavour of the British Press, and 
furthermore is an cxample of the spirit 
which it is absolutely essential we 
should show to the world at large, if we 
are to maintain the traditionally high 
position in the sphere of building which 
we have so justly held in a long and 
distinguished past. 

I congratulate you, 


W.A.Cessford-Ball, FRIBA, 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE DEVELOPMENT 
15-Storey Tower Propesed 


A plan for a new block of effices to 
be crected at a cost of £1,750,000 on a 
site bounded by the Hyde Park Hotel on 
the cast and Wellington Court on the 
west, has reccived LCC planning permis- 
sion. The architects are Messrs. Guy 
Morgan and Partners, of London, 

Beneath this large block of offices, 
which will embody a 150ft. high 15- 
storey tover, will be a road which will 
pass bencath the main building to pro- 
vide a new gateway into Hyde Park by 
linking up with the roundabout of the 
proposed south orbital road. Plans for 


the building which will have a basemey 
garage for 135 cars, have been approyg 
by the Royal Fine Art Commission, 


COST OF A HOUSE 


Mr.Enoech Powcll ,Parliamentary Sec. 
retary,Ministry of Housing and Lona) 
Govt. said in the Commons on March 1 
that the average cost of a national 
threc-bedroomed house in 1951 was £4 39, 
and today it was £1,442, The total re 
payments on such a house by a local 
authority assuming a 60-year lean wer 
£3,520 and £4,754 respectively. The 
amount of such repayment for intcrest 
loan charges was £2,124 and £3,312, 


NEW AUSTRALIAN TOWN 


The Rio Tinto Company, the British 
mining concern, is to develop the Mary 
Kathleen uranium lease in NW ®ucenslani, 
Australia. A new town is to be built 
near the mince; This will be situated 
near Mount Isa, where a treatment plant 
is to be erected. 


AA PLAY 


Section AA, the Theatre Group of the 
Architectural Association, will present 
"The Three Sisters" by Chechov at the 
Twentieth Century Theatre, Westbourne 
Grove, W.17, on March 22, 23 and 24. 
Tickets (5s,6d. 4s.6d. & 3s.6d.) from 
Section AA, 34, Bedford-square, WE6!, 


GOVERNMENT AND COSTS 


Is the Government really alive to the 
problem of reducing building costs, asked 
Mr.A.E,Stevens, national Vice-President 
of the Federation of Master Builders, 
speaking in London on March 2? "The Air 
Ministry" he said, "put out to tender 
painting and decorating contracts and 
insisted on a maintenance period of 18 
months as against the present period of 
6 months. How can an honest contractor 
tender and give a genuine price?” asked 
Mr,Stevens, adding that retention monty 
was involved and that with the credit 
squecze tightening its grip,contractors 
could not stand such conditions. 

"It now appears that certain large 
undertakings, such as County Councils, 
are endeavouring to extend their main- 
tenance periods to 12 months. In such 
circumstances how can thc Government 
hope to reduce building costs and the 
contractor weather the present economle 
storm?" he added. 
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Following are aay ie in current prices of materials since 
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NEWS OF TEE WEEK 
HOUSING IN JANUARY 


21,269 houses were completed in 
Great Saphene in January as comnared 
with 20,967 in January, 1955. Of these, 
8,573 were put up by vrivate builders 
and 11,758 by local authorities. 
SCIENCE *UITDING, CAMBS 

Messrs.Easton & Robertson 
ford-scuare, WC1, have she ena red plans 
for the proposed ne\y chemical and vet- 
erinary anatomy building for Canbridge 


a 


, 5t.,Bed- 


University. About 12,630 sc. ft. of ac- 
eommodation on five floors will be pro- 
vided. Tenders to be invited soon 
CUBE!'S TEEATRE, Wi, 


The “ueen's Theatre, Shaftesbury- 
avenuc, 1 is to be reinstated after 
war damage, for Globe and Sueens The- 
atres, Ltd. The architects are Messrs. 
Westvood Sons and Harris on, FF/RIBA 
46, voneapereore W1, 


COACH STATION EXTENSION 


Messrs.Eliott ,Cox & Partners, 172, 
Buckingham Palace-road, Si , are archi- 
tects for an extension to the London 
Coastal Coaches station which is to be 
crected on the site of the Russian 
ehurch adjoining. 
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party 


' AT DAMASCUS 


will visit Canada. 


he Federation of British Industrics 


i 
is organising for the first time a Uni- 
ted a pei yavilion at the asians 
International Trade Fair at Damascus 
from Sentember 1 to 30, The pavilion 
has the support of the Board of Trace 
Who will have a stand. It was designed 


by Mr. John hansde 11,MEIA ,.nd will cov- 
er an ares of about 20,000 sc.ft. The 
a ae 

vamascus fair is thc only annual trade 
fair in the Micdlc East, It has become 
an establisned centre of trade for al 
I and last year it 


the Arah countries, 
attrectsd one million visitors. 


Builder,Ltd., 4,Catherine-strect, 
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THE GUILD OF SURVSYORS 


Sir Albert Richardson,PRA,displayed 
his usual exuberance when he vresided at 


the annual dinner of tre Guild e Surveys 
ers, of whic he is enna 
the Cumberland Hotel, W1, on March 2, Sip 
Albert, who was replying to i toast of 
"The Guild" proposed by Mr.W. Godfrey 
Allen,FRIBA, Surveyor to the Babin a 
St.Paul's, spoke on "The Inevitability of 
Change as it Affects the Fine Arts", 
Ameng other things, he appealed for" inore 
fun in life", As an example, men could 
dress up a lot more, "Don't buy an over. 
coat - b cloak", he said. "It would 
look a great deal better with a red, 
blue, green or yellow lining". He con- 
demmed "the universality of idea which 
has reduced architecture to a common 
statement in all countries" and which 
"inclines more to pscudo-engineering 
than modelled form", \c need not, how- 
ver, despair, as the arts were con- 
tinually c -~ wnging. Otherspealcers were 
Mr,.L, Scott White “MICE, and Mr, G, R.D Ue 
Bradriela, deputy chairman, LCC 


The exhibition of Precision Site Sur- 
veying, erganised by the Guild of Sury- 
veyors, closed at the Building Centre on 


March 3. So weli has this display been 
recéived, that the Guild has decided 
to make it available on free loan to 
any profcssional institution or tvch- 
nical college wishing to piaaegimbe sn the 
study of this cxacting wor’:, Applicat- 
ions should be made to the Senor See- 
retary, 17,’estbury-avenue ,London,NZ2, 
Bookings close on March 31. 
UNS)M.PLOYMENT FEARS 

A resolution passcd on February 28 
at a meeting of unions affiliated to 
the NFBTO cxpresses dcep concern at the 
present Government policy in placing re- 
strictions on credit facilities by means 
of both raisin: the bank rate and in- 
creasing the intercst charges on loans 
made by. the Public orks Loan Board. 
These devices, coupled with the heavy 
subsidy recuction on all housing work 
except slum clearance ,will,it is feared 
result in a serious curb on building 
activitics with a resulatant fall in em- 
ployment...Most firms in tc building 
industry are medium anid small sized 
ones and credit curtailment will make it 
difficult, if not inpossiblc, for them 
to continue except with minor repair 
and decoration, 
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TENDERS 


Aberdeen. 198 houses at Summerhill housing scheme. A: G.M.Keith (F),Broad-st,, The 
Castlegate. *Alexander Hall & Sons,Ltd.,Granitehill-rd, ,Aberdeen. 
shire. 60 houses at Bank-st.,development scheme,Irvine. A: J.Austen Bent,(A), 
15,Palmerston-pl, ,Westend, Edinburgh. *William Cairns & Co.,Ltd., 2,Friars Court, 
ine. 

oalgaeds 20 flats at Meadows estate for RDC. A:Kenneth Glover (F),'Blue Gate’, 
Feadnell,Chathill. *Joseph Sample, Warkworth,Northumberland, £24,382, 
Blackpool.Erection of N.Shore sec.mod.sch, for BC, *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm- 

st., Fleetwood, £142,412, 

Bradford. Works for City C. Six houses and shops at Eccleshill South estate and 
three houses and shops at Eccleshill North estate, t H,.JOhnson & Sons (Farsley), 
Ltd,, £28,895; 164 "No Fines" dwellings at Parkside estate, + George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., £254,712 (revised tender). 

Canterbury. Erection of traditional houses at Hales-pl.,estate for City C. L.Hugh 
Wilson, City A. *G.Lewis & Sons (Dover) Ltd., Widred-rd.,Dover, £103,731. 

Caterham and Warlingham, Two houses and four flats for UDC. *Woodcock Marshall & 
Co, Ltd. ,LOndon,W.11, £10,449 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Coatbridge. 104 houses at Couparhead site for TC. Brickwork: *London & Inglis, 
Calder-st. ,£64,989; Joiner work: *W.Bain & Co..Ltd., £43,396. 

Chatham. 80 houses at Weeds Wood estate and 22 houses at Wayfield estate for BC, 
*K,A.Hawkes,Ltd,, Minnis-rd., Birchington, £140,039. 

Dumfries. 100 houses at Lochside development scheme. A: J.Austen Bent (A), 15, 
Palmerston-pl.,Westend, Edinburgh. *Afhol Houses,Ltd., 29,Park-circus, Woodlands- 
rd. Glasgow, ©.3. 

Dundee, Extensions to Fintry, Balerno and Blackshade Infants Schs. and erection of 
St.Columba’s RC.prim.sch. for EC, *Bristol Aeroplane Co.,Ltd. ,Filton, Bristol,£136,238. 
Forfarshire. 103 houses at Gallowshad housing development for Corporation. A: 
Alexander Miller (F), Master of Works Offices,Forfar. *Felling & Cranshaw,Ltd., 
17,London-st.,Forfar, £64,943 for excavation, brickwork etc. 

London (Admiralty), Warwicks:; Building work, *J.Emlyn Williams,Ltd., 163,Victoria- 
rd, Aston, Birmingham,6; Yorks; Building work, *Plaxtons (Scarborough) Ltd. ,Seamer- 
rd,,Scarborough; N.Ireland: Building work, *J.Kennedy & Co., Society-st.,Coleraine, 
N.Ireland; Ross-shire: Laying pipe line, *Wm.Tawse,Ltd., Carse,Inverness; tar- 
macedam roads, *Kings & Co.,Ltd. ,Duncraig-st.,Inverness; Monmouthsire: Apshalte 
work, *The Western Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co.,Ltd., Asphalte House, St.Mary-st., 
Cardiff; Kent: Steelwork, *Whessoe,Ltd.,Darlington; piled foundations, *Concrete 
Piling,Ltd., 10,Westminster Palace-gdns,Artillery-row,SW1l; internal painting, 
*Clark & Fenn,Ltd,, 16,0ld Town,SW4; Hants: Steel framework, *Wm.Dibben & Sons,Ltd., 
Lower nerdy reg ne ae Middx; Asphalte roofing, *Val De Travers 
Asphalte,Ltd,,21/22,0ld Bailey,EC4. 

London (Air Ministry). Contracts placed to value of £500 or over for week ended 
Feb.25, Artificers work, *F,R.Hipperson & Son,Ltd.,Invicta House, Wants-rd., Dag- 
enham,Essex; *Howe & Bishop,Ltd., Crown-bldgs., Claredore-st.,Portsmouth; Install- 
ation of ovens, *Thomas Collins & Co.,Ltd., St.Werburghs,Bristol, 2; Building work, 
*J.M.Jones & Sons,Builders,Ltd., Highway Works,Maidenhead,Berks; *James & Crockerell, 
Ltd., Durrington, Salisbury,Wilts.; *G. & J.Seddon,Ltd.,Little Hulton, Wa}kden, 
Manchester; (2 contracts) *George Wimpey & Co.,Ltd., Hammersmith-gr.,W6; *Unity 
Structures,Ltd., 35,Tavistock-sq., WCl, *Gage Communications Ingineers,Inc., King- 
ston Blount ,Oxfordshire; *Roy & Partners,Ltd., 25,Cross-st.,Manchester,2; Drainage; 
*Rogers Bros, ,Ltd., Walton House, Felixstowe. 

London (War Dept.). Contracts placed for week ended Feb.25: Berks: Painting and 
decorating, *Fields,Ltd., Reading; Roadwork, *William F.Rees,Ltd.,London; Hants: 
Painting and decorating, *Decorative Painting Contractors,Ltd., Hounslow; Lancs; 
Building, *W.W.Kenney,Ltd.,Liverpool; Lincs; Roadwork, *Fletcher & Co., (Contractors? 
eo Mansfield; Essex; Roadwork, *Home Counties Tarmacadam Contracting Co.,Ltd., 
Ondon, 
aicester. 264 Easiform flats at Mowmacre Hill estate for City C. t John Laing & 
on, td. , £394,190. . 

Liverpool, Widening and reconstruction of Old Roan canal bfidge,Aintree for Lancs. 
CC. *W.W.Kenney, Ltd., Liverpool-rd.,North,Maghull, £65,170. 
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Liverpool. Works for City.C. First instalment af City College of Technology *hy 
Boot & Sons, Ltd. ,Heysham-rd. ,Liverpool,10, £353,047; 26 dwellings at Brownlow 
Hill for City C. + Direct Labour, £47,500 (subject to MH&LG approval). 
Liverpool, Rebuilding of bombed Brown Library in William Brown-st.,for Gity C, 
*Tysons (Contractors) Ltd., £401,769 (subject to loan sanction). 

London CC, New cty.sec.sch. at Camden-rd,.,Islington. 





M.J.Gleeson & Co.,Ltd., Cheam £174,321 

Wilson,Lovatt & Sons,Ltd. ,Westminster 169,975 

Stewart & Partners, Ltd. ,St.Marylebone 168,950 

A.T.Rowley (London) Ltd. ,Tottenham 168,444 

Speirs, Ltd. ,Westminster 167,861 

Wm.Moss & Sons,Ltd. ,Cricklewood 167,138 
W.J.Simms,Sons & Cooke Ltd. .Westminster 165,631 q 
C.Miskin & Sons,Ltd., St.Albans 162,500 
*Rowley Bros. ,Ltd.,Tottenham 160,589 


Architect's comparable estimate is £159,804. 
London CC. Repairs and redecoration work at Old Kent-rd.,sch. for the deaf, Southway, 
*William Blood,Ltd..,Lambeth £21,855. : 
London (MoW), Contracts placed for. week ended Feb.25: AngusPO Smith-st. , Dundee, 
extension to Dundee North TE,*JOhn Nicholl & Son,6,Harcourt-st.,Dundee; Caerns; 
MAF & F Experimental Station,Benarth-rd,.,Conway, store,workshop,timber store 
and toilets, *J.W.Owen & Hughes (1947) Ltd.,4,Victoria-bldgs. ,Deganwy ,N.Wales; ; 
Ches;: PO ATE,Cross-st.,Hyde, erection of ATE, *P.Hamer,Ltd.,15,Park~-st.,Swinton, 
Manchester; Devonshire: Government Buildings,Alphington-rd.,Exeter, extension 

to Spur 4, *Woodman & Son (Builders) Ltd. ,Bartholomew-st. East, Exeter;Fifeshire: 
Woodmill-st.,Dunfermline, erection of POSO, *John Best (Contractors)Ltd., 13, 
Meldrum-rd, ,.Xirkcadly; Lancs; Minster House,Paradise-st.,Liverpool, adaptations 
to form PO Sorting Office, *Henry Boot & Sons,Ltd. ,Heysham-rd,,Aintree,Liverpool, 
10; LOndon:Somerset House,WC2, alterations to lavatories, *John Greenwood, Ltd., 
King William-st.,House,EC4; British Museum, extension to Students’ Manuscript 
room, *JOhn Mowlem & Co.,Ltd.,.91,Ebury Bridge-rd.,SW1l; PO Depot, Studd-st. ,Nl, 
new entrance etc. from Almeida-st,,* J.Willmott & Sons,(Hornsey) Ltd., 40,Tott- 
enham-la.,N8; Edmonton N18, erection of TE, *W.E.Chivers & Sons,Ltd.,Devizes; 
BPO, Bedford-st.,WC2, modernisation of lavatory accommodation, *Clemens Bros. ,Id., 
77, Derby-rd. ,Forest-gate,E7; Glasshouse Yard,ECl, PO Supplies Dept. ,*A.Roberts 

& Co.,Ltd. ,79,Eccleston-sq.,SWl; PO (London) Tube Railway,Paddington,DO, internal 
redecorations, *South London Decorators,Ltd.,9,Streatham High-rd.,,SW16; Middx: 
South Harrow, Erection of BPO,*J.Willmott & Sons (Hornsey) Ltd.,40,Tottenham-la., 
N8; Midlothian:PO, BPO, Queen-st.,Edinburgh, prevention of dry rot and alterat- 
ions, *Thomas Graham,Ltd.,45,Castle-st.:,Edinburgh,2; Northumberland: MPNI, Benton 
Park-rd. ,Newcastle-on-Tyne, renewal of felt roofing, *Macartney,Ltd.,13,Blackett- 
st. ,Newcastle-on-Tyne; Surrey: Teddington Lock, erection of TE, *Sloggetts (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., 142/4,Cromwell-rd. ,SW7; Yorks; HPO, Halifax, remodelling of pub- 
lic office, *A.Wood,Mitchell & Son, Sunnyfield Works ,Lowton, Pudsey. 

London (British Transport Waterways) New storage shed,three additional berths at : 
Meadow-la, ,depot,Nottingham, *Dow-Mac (Products) Ltd. ,Stamford,Lincs. 
Maidenhead. 20 houses at Spencers estate: Halfacre & young,Holyport-rd, ,£31,131. 
Manchester, Works for City C. 77 houses and m isonettes at Tipping-st., Ardwick 
and 20 houses at Palmerston-st..,New Cross *Direct L@bour (subject to MH&LG ap- 
proval); conversion of Sharston sec.mod.sch, into 6-form entry *G, & J.Seddon, 
Ltd. ,Walkden; erection of Wythenshawe College of Further Education, *G. & J. 
Seddon, Ltd. ,Walkden. 

Middlesex. Clinic at "The Elms",High-st.,Potters Bar, for CC.*A.N.Coles (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., £20,089. 

Perth. 102 houses at Letham for TC. *W.Londen & Son,Motherwell, £103,280. 























Stirlingshire, 90 houses at Sauchie housing developmemt. J. Austen Bent (A), 15, 





Palmerston-pl. ,Edinburgh,*Conoboy & O’Brien Ltd. ,206,Wallace-st,. ,Stirling, 
(principal contractors). 

West Ham. 74 maisonettes,53, 8-storey flats, 21, 2-storey flats and 19 houses 
at Hermit-rd.,Canning Town for CBC. Boro’ A; *W.J.Jerram,Ltd.,Sandford-rd., 
E.6. £364,317. 
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BUILDING WAGES 


The claim of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives for an 
hourly increase of 6d. has now been re- 
ferred to arbitration by the Industrial 
Dispute Tribunal. The Employers had 
offered 24. (additional to the 1d. al- 
ready paid under the cost-of-living 
sliding scale) but this was held not 
acceptable by the Operatives, who are 
seeking at least 23d. 


The claim, in our view, is both ill- 
advised and ill-timed. Ill-advised be- 
cause it has its roots in political 
ground, having been stepped up-at the 
end of last year as a direct protest 
against the Butier credit squeeze, and 
does not bear any relation to the esti- 
mated cost of living increase attribu- 
table to the then Chancellor’s proposals 
(in any case the sliding scale agree~ 
ment takes care of such increases 
though admittedly retrospectively). T1l- 
timed because the claim is being per- 
sisted in beyond reasonable limits at a 
time when demand for the industry's 
services is slackening. 


Indeed, this latter factor may well 
be responsible for the Operatives’ 
seeming intransigeance. With the pos- 
sibility of slackening demand and some 
unemployment, work available and labour 
to execute it may come into equilibrium 
again, and the necessity to pay addit- 
ional inducement money diminish. The 
Operatives may well feel that it is now 
or never, While re~affirming the -prin- 
Ciple that any further pay increases 
Should be directly linked to output, we 
think there may be a case for increas- 
ing the flat rate while commensurately 
raising the datum (ridiculously low as 
many think) above which bonus is now 
paid. This aspect of status increase 
deserves consideration, in our view. 





We are as anxious as any to see the 
status of the building operative 
raised to a proper parity with other 
skilled trades but not at the expense 
of further addition to total wages, 
already high enough in terms of pro- 
duction. The Operatives will be wise 
to consider the implications involved. 


THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 
RFAC to meet Treasury 


Mr.Henry Brooke, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury informed the Commons on 
March 9 that he had invited the members 
of the Royal-Fine Art-Commission to meet 
the Treasury to discuss in detail the 
considerations which had influenced the 
Government.in deciding that the Imperial 
Institute should be demolished to make 
way for the expansion of the Imperial 
College. This action by Mr.Brooke would 
seem to be an attempt to stave off an 
irreconcilable conflict ‘of, ipinicn si-vat 
the future of the Institute. The Com- 
ission, in a further letter to the Trea- 
sury, state that they-are "profoundly 
disturbed" that, in spite of their con- 
tention that the building should be pre- 
served, the Government still proposed 
to demolish it, Suggesting that if the 
argument that it would be difficult to 
find land-in the neighbourhood for the 
purposes envisaged in the development 
project should prove to be correct, the 
Commission propose that consultations 
should be held with the London County 
Council as planning authority about al- 
ternative sites and zoning. But until 
those enquiries are complete they re- 
ject unequivocally any idea that the 
expansion of the college could only 
take place if the main building was des- 
troyed, and urge. the Government to re- 
consider their decision in the light 
of the further- recommendations. 





—) 





Ferris & Dup 
journal of the 


sabeouss aed vou a we H401F 











Right: Laguna Beach Club, Venezuela. Vegas, 
“ architects. (From “Integr 
enezuelan Society of Architects) 


tan 


Left: Flats in Ebury Bridge-road, 
recently completed for West- 
minster CC to designs by Riches 
& Blythin. Taylor Woodrow 
Construction, Ltd, builders. 


or, 


Left: Interior view of the Great Hall of the 
new Rotterdam Bourse. The roof is of 
pierced metal stressed arch construction. 
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Monday, March 19 
Royal College of Art. “Sixth lecture on 
my R,Lethaby and His Times",by Prof. 
asil Ward,FRIBA, Victoria & Albert 
Museum, o.Kensingt on a 5 pm. 
arch 20 
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BRITISH ARCHITECTS! CONFERENCE 


he subject of the 
s! COREEE UNA, 





wich from wey 30 to June 2, is now 
settled as "Architectural Economics", 
and the speakers are Dr.Leslie Martin, 
MA,FRIBA, Mr.E.D.Jefferiss Mathews, 
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THE RICS ANNUAL DINNER he believed were all better under one 
Minister's Concern at High Cost of roof than divided up inte splinter groups, 
Building Flats They were not a trade union, ccnrerned 


entirely with the interests of their om 
members, but they had a traditicn cf ser. 
vice to the cemmunity in which they serve 


The annual dinner of the Royal In- 
stituticn of Chartered Surveyors was 
held at Grosvenor House,W1 on March 6 


‘ themselves. 
with the President ,Mr.W.R, Brackett, OBE, — sink ‘iat: Merctaiinaniie seamiitiieaas 
ID, in the chair, ‘ rok eee : we, 


Mr.Duncan Sandys, Minister of Hou the professions had had a prefrund effent 
1 c y ioc . . - . 1 . 
. in moulding and evelving changes in spc 
ing and Locsl Government, who proposed rye ey Sat ae pace of cae. ms cecacunl 
+} tanat ra) : Fe oU 
the toast of the Institution, said that om ms tne ent half-cent (ay 
we were passing, at home and abroad idea eete Peal cinay ei eeree tia Bio 
ines an enitiaen aie ot ‘ ing that time some 100 statutes affecting 
nrough en unahpoy time, and it was go- ) that t 
ing to require all the stability and PAS Vers Sak bean HEAetes) “SASS See 
inherent qualities that the British eponking the prcrensions tn PosK em 
people always shoved en these oeeasicns oe — — — 
to get through it. The whole nation had policies after they were formulated, Fu. 
a respon nsibility, and the great evens thermore, the professional societies had 
> iio ) 2G ts a a ¥ +2 5 ‘ : - 
ethan Quinte aia gre RTGS. ne ieee been at a great disadvantage in ccmment- 
ii 3 © ‘ > vw ~ tiu 


ing freely because their members were 
unlikely to be of one mind politically. 
If the profcssiens were to retain 


a big part to play. 
Continuing, Mr.Sandys said that a 


problem that had causcd him a great deal 
f : eae + 4 fluence they must 
of concern, and on which he would be — cgi erties ; s that 
? = . > a rN " > Nn aia la) el nat 
gratcful for their expert advice, was yet “ye oo — 2 t —— a4 s re 
od nea A enable im to be ahead ner 
the hish cost of building flats compar- ee 


© 


ed with hc Where } than behind public opinion; they must 


houscs,. sas the average . . 3 acarch 
ose sncourare quiry anc sponsor reascarc 
present-day cost of a threc-bedroom pa Ns ei Nline ago . "a ponies: 

For example , 


ee w on technical questions. 
eouncil house was under £1,500 that of ac” hnical guestions . 
7 ‘ he said, "in regard to town planning, if 
A.» ° 5 ‘ Ss Cc Y 2 OE \ LATUILIL, 
flat, which provided less arecmaodatien ; & ; : 3 


- c “ in the 1920's is Institution had un- 
was £2,000 or more, The diffcrence _ sat 1920's this rs se sik 

here we i dertaken research and formulated re- 
here was greatur in many eases than on COT Vase Fesearen & . 


ey h, the planning legislation of the 
t 20 yoars might have been less in- 


Pte hee 


the Centinent, and he wondered whether 
the quantity oe among them, who 


we 1 4 coherent", In the next few years one 
Were EXE pcricneed in estimating wha at a coke: sc Piece ae ae r p. 5 Ao whet 
gi f the problems would be to decide wnat 
Biven Geaaas g would cost, could not ve eee ; “ aa fleakialtl 
: ere fair rents. If the vrotession woul 


malice some useful Supeon ts Ons as to how 
the cest of building blocks of flats 
eould be reduccd, The N 
pregreme would cntail a great deal of 
rebui Jing, largely in the form of 
flats, hence a reduction in the cost 
would be a signi valuable economy for the 
country at large, 


now deliberately take the lead in that 


it would be doing an immense service. 
he slum clearance ; oy 


| 


by Lord Evershed, MR. 


BUILDING WAGE CLAIM 
Refcrred to Arbitration 


On the mattcr of building costs gen- 
craliy, he thought that ve were not do- At the resumed Statutory Mveting of 
ing so wcll in’ ritain as in some other the National Joint Council for the 
countries. In America, for examplc - Building Industry held in London on 


where they had no quantity surveyors - March 7, further consideration was given 
every detail of the specification was to the claim submitted by the Building 
eeloulated before building was begun, Operatives for an increasc in wages of 


an. he belived that in this country we 6d. an hour. A report was received from 
cou.d well prepare building work in morethe ad hoc Committee set up at the 
dctail than we did. But he would not Joint Council's meeting on January 1¢ 
like *o do without the quantity survey- to examine the claim. After further 
or, who throuch his sltill and qualifi- discussions the Council were unable to 
cations had an cssential job to do. reach agrecment and in accordance with 
The "resident, in his response, said their dead-lock procedure agreed that 
thet the RIOS was an organisation based the claim be referred to arbitration 


on the interests of 211 its members, who by the Industrial Disputes Tribunal. 


The toast of the guests was proposed by 
Mr,Oliver S.Chesterton,MC, and the respons: 
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"THE BUILDER" PRICES not be needed as far as the building in- 
one dustry is concerned - the industry turns 
&Youps, Following are alterations in current to its own conscience added Mr.Greatrix, 
ned prices of materials since March 9,1956 who is chairman of the Geaineton Junior 
Town Chamber of Commerce inquiry into mono- 


. ty a 
‘f ser. ed mag - —— polies and restrictive practices. 
+ serves} 6" ¥ 9 © 2" Per ton 


g" x 6",10" x 6" and IN PARLIAMENT 
ed, 12" x 6" plain cut t Monopolies & Restrictive Trade Fractices 
ef feet lengths delivered Among the effects created by the 
iain, London Area £41. 10s.+ 10s. transfer of functions from the Monopol- 
ease] Steel angles ies Commission to the new court which is 
(dur. average price 45. 58 + 10s to be set up to curd restrictive trade 
ecting Steel Tees av. price 44. 53 + 10s practices,writes our Parliamentary cor- 
Oadly Fabricated work del- respondent, is the proposal to withdraw 
years ivered London from the commission references which are 
ent on R.S.Joists cut and not near completion, and which snaked 
. Fe fitted 58. 10s + £1. - street lamp equipment,steel frames for 
3 had Compound girders 64, 10s + 1. 5s. buildings and common prices and agreed 
nent= Stanchions 70. - + 1.10s. q 1s made apparent by 
re Compound Stanchions 4. 5s.+ 1.15s oft,Pr 


Q wo 


Lly, In roof work - trus- 


fe) e 2 t 
’ ses & purlins 87. 10s + 2. - Practices Bill 
Per cwt. ch 6. Current in- 





Si 


nat Angle cleats and §", 
s" and g" Bolts av- including those into s 





4 erage price London WON 
ch Area os = 6+ DS. iblished. 
Fer lh. this decision,said 
. Copper tubes plus f lorneycroft, was to prevent over- 
n- gauge & manufact- Lippi etween the Gommission and 
uring extras 49gd + 2d. The Government's pro- 
the Extras g" x 19 gauge 13gd + ad ed early registrat- 
n- 2" x 19 " 1144 mm za es, level tendering 
ne eae 6 lOgd + gd scrimination, It was 
nat msi * 9gd + aul .zreements regist- 
woul isis * 92d + ad three months of an 
at oe 2 i ligd + = It would be for the 
Rolled Copper Sheets determine in which 
sed by up to 48" tion should take 
-Spons: basic price per ton £466. 58 + 26.15s s read a second 
Brass Tube per lb 3944 + = lsd to 252. 
Linseed Oil Putty es ee 
per cwt. 2, 15s + 35 Future of the New ‘owns 
Mr.Duncan Sandys,Minister of Hous- 
e MATERIALS FREE MARKET ing and Local Government indicated last 
Substantial Cuts Possible week that he was consulting the devel- 
The view that substantial cuts opment corporations of th: new towns and 
ven Ould be made in building costs if a th local wuthorities CONSGEMES “OH Sues 
g -re? merket were declared was expres- questions ue “9 nanbatads ae irate a yor" 
e sed by Mr.S.Slifford Greatrix,presid- ulation to which new towns in the Lon- 
rom ent of the Midland Region of the see should be developed, and how — 
F many towns would be permitted to expand. 


ilding Surveyors' Institute.He 
hought such cuts would be sufficient 
“o reduce the cost of a £1,700 house 

; roughly £120, Mr.Greatrix added that the new tc 
1 unless labour and material costs were development ae rs 
pulled down, the Government would be pected extent of the nat 

rced to introduce controls on capi- the oe a cei 
val projects and the housing programme. targets hid been reached, In the 


antime he had ne tateme ake 
"Te Monopolies Tommission would meantime ho had no statement to make. 
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TENDERS 


arbrath. 57 houses at Montrose-rd,, for BC, Burgh A: Excavation, brickwork etc. ,* 
Christie & Anderson, Ltd. ,Chalmers-st., £30,252. 

parrow-in-Furness, EXtensions and adaptations to Cty.Gram.sch.for Girls,*Direct 
—— J 

jabour, £50,795. | . 

path, Works for City ©, Shops,flats and maisonettes at High-st.,Twerton + E, 
Mortimer & Sons,Ltd. ,Bath, £38,956; 42 dwellings, 8 shops and 8 garages at Brad- 
ford-rd. ,Foxhill,+ T.F.Brain & Co,, Bath, £82,199, 

Belfast. 9 flats at Upper Frank-st.,for City C. *Baird Bros.,Baden Powell-st., 
£14,850. 

Blaydon, Durham, 21 bungalows at Dalton-terr.,Chopwell for UDC. *Direct Labour, 
Bradford. 424 dwellings,16 shops,recreation centre and 30 garages at Woodside 
estate, Halifax-rd. , for CBC. } Director Labour, £674,150. 











a 


engrs.,1,Worley-rd..St.Albans. R.C.superstructure *Davies;Middleton & Davies, 
Phoenix Works,Caerphilly-rd, ,Cardiff, £90,746: supply and erection of steel 
roof trusses, *T,C. Jones & Co,,Ltd..2,Pier Head-chbrs. ,Bute-st., Cardiff £29,989. 
Faling. 16 flats and 6 garages at Dorchester: rd. /Whitton-ave, ,Greenford for 
Middx CC, *George Moss & Sons,Southall, £36,000 (subject to Mininstry approval). 
Bast Kilbride, 394 houses at Murray site for Development Corp, F.C.Scott,(L), 
Chief A. *George Wilson (Stonehouse) Ltd, ,Loch Park Works , Stonehouse. 

Edinburgh . Warehouse buildings at Turnhouse-rd.,.for Thomson & Morris Manufact- 
uring,Ltd,, *Scottish Construction Co.,Ltd, .Renfield-st,..Glasgow,C2, 

Exeter, Works for City C. Whipton Barton estate: 12 flats, Meedsiar & Sons 
{Bldrs) Ltd., 4,Bartholomew-st. East, £17,620; 12 flats i FA. Bridges & Son, 
Commercial-rd. £17,892; 12' flats + W.E.R.Howell,15,Dix°s Field, £17,372; 
Heavitree Bridge and Sweetbriar-la, 24 flats,+ F.W.Davey.Ltd. ,12,Victoria-rd., 
£34,898. 

Faversham. 40 houses at Lower-rd.,estate for BC. A.C. E.Richardson, BE&S, Con- 
tract (a) *Tyler (Contractors) Ltd,, Bristol-pl.,Ramsgate, £24,027: contract 
(b) *B.R.Rigden & Son, Station-rd.,Whitstable, £24,440, 

Glasgow. Protestant Prim.sch, at Arden Housing Development. A: +. MdcNab(L), 
Rdueation Dept., 129,Bath-st, *James Crawford & Sons, Ltds,14,Woodlands-terr. , 
Glasgow,03, £84,328, 

Glasgow. New buildings for Associated Metal Works (Glasgow) Itd;, A: Wright & 
Kirkwood, (F&A),9,Woodside-pl, ,Woodlands-rd. ,Glasgow,©3, QS: Smith,Mackay & 
Simpson,11,Park Circus, Lynedoch-st, ,Glasgow,¢®3, *James Maclaren & Co.,Ltd., 
75;,Glosester-st, ,Pollockshields, Glasgow, C2, 

Glasgow, Crematorium at Craigton for Craigton Cemetery Co. ,Ltd.,24,Gordon-st., 
A: Abercrambie & Maitland (F), 1,County-pl..Paisley, Excavation,¥#riékwork, 
etc,, *Grant & Burns,Ltd,.Prospect Hill,Rutherglen. 

Godalming, Old peoples dwellings at Wyatt's Almshouses for BC, *Godalming 
Building & Construction Co.,Ltd.. £24,761. 

Harlow, 59 shops at New Town centre for Ravenseft Propertoes Ltd, ,52,Charles- 
st.,W1, As Donald Hamilton,Wakeford & Ptnrs, (F), 7,Connaught=-pl.,W2. QS: 

Cyril Sweett & Ptnrs,48,Bedford-row,WCL. *Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons Ld.‘ 

80, Park-la, ,Wl. 

Hartlepool, 50 houses for TC, * Direct Labour, 

Jedburgh, 3-storey buildings at LOthian-st,, for Lyle & Scott,Ltd. A: Alex- 
ander Inglis,14,Bridge-st. ,Hawick, Excavation br‘.ckwork etc, *H.Mackechnie 

& Ptnrs, Ltd. ,10,Priors-rd, 

Lindsey, Jun.Sch, at Grange-la,Scunthorpe,for CC, County A, Lincoln. *B.~ 
Pumfrey, Ltd. .Wintern Works, Lea-rd.,Gainsborough, £81,199, 
London (Air Ministry), Contracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 

March 3: Artificets work (2 contracts) ,*Ellis Thompson & Co..Ltd,, 1,James-st., 
Louth, Lines ;*J.H.H111 & Sons,Ltd,,Heather Park-dr.,Wembley; Building work 

(2 contracts) *Woodcock Marshall & Co,.Ltd, ,2,Westbourne-gr,. ,Mews,W1l, *Farrans 
itd. ;78,Mount-st.,Wl, * Spooners (Hull) Ltd. ,Glebe-rd. .Stoneferry, Hull; Civil 
Engineering: *Tarmac,Ltd. ,Ettingshall,Wolverhampton; Building work: *Roy & 
Partners, Ltd. ,25,Cross-st, ,Manchester.2; *T.Ringham & Co. , Ltd. ,4,The Broadway, 
Wimbledon, SW19 ; *McCormick & Davies, btd. ,Willaston Estate, Douglas IoM; 
*Kerridge (Cambridge) Ltd. ,Sturton-st. ,Cambridge;*Willcocks & Stephens,Ltd., 
Lower Polsham-rd, , Paignton, Devon. 
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London (British Railways) Eastern Region. Erection of wagon repair shop , roadways, 
modification of sundry buildings,etc.,at Temple Mills,Leyton,new marshalling yard, 
*Rush & Tompkins,Ltd., 109,Station-rd,,Sidcup,Kent, £151,895. 
London..Alterations dnd additions at 180/188,High-st.,Lewisham, for C.& A.Modes, 
Ltd. A: North & Partners (F),40,Broadway,Maidenhead, QS: Harold Ridout & Ptnrs, 
* Rush & Tompkins,Ltd., 109,Station-rd.,Sideup, £100,000 (approx. ). 

London. 50 flats at The Hall,Blackeath,for Bargood Estates,Ltd.,Richmond. A: Eric 
Lyons (F) ,Mill Ho. ,Bridge-rd.,East Molesey. *Wates Ltd. ,LOndon-rd,SW16, £119,478, 
London (British Railways) Contracts placed by Eastern Region: demolition of high 
level roof and replacement with platform awnings at Barnsley (Courthouse ) Station, 
*George Simpson & Co.,Ltd. ,166,Broomhall-st.,Sheffield; repairs to coaling plant 
at King’s Cross motive power depot, *Mitchell Engineering Ltd. ,Fengate House, 
Peterborough; cleaning and painting of station buildings,signals,signal boxes, 
warehouses and bridges at Southend (Victoria & Prittlewell stations *A.Cameron Lid, 
235, Queenstown-rd. ,Battersea,SW8; cleaning and painting of station buildings, 
signals,signal boxes warehouses and bridges at Billericay ,Wickford, Rayleigh, Hock- 
ley and Rochford stations,*Donald Humberstone & Co.,Ltd. ,North Somercotes, Louth, 
Lines; sup, ly and delivery and installation of Mazda patent universal trunking ani 
fluorescent lighting in No.1 body shop,Stratford Carriage Works, *Metropolitan 
Vickers Electrical Co..Ltd..44,Fitzroy-rd.,W1l; rehabilitation centre at Doncaster 
works, *Jacques & Greeves,Ltd.,3,Cedar-rd,. ,Balby,Doncaster; supply and installat- 
ion of signalling and telecommunication cables between Leyton and Walthamstow, 
*JOhnson & Phillips,Ltd. ,Charlton,SE7. 

London (War Dept.) Contracts placed for week ended March 3; Berks; Waterproofing, 
*W.T.Pickering & Sons, Ltd. ,Watford; Ches; Miscellaneous, *Thomas Building & Con- 
struction Co.,Ltd. ,Chester; *W.H.Roberts (Builder & Contractor) Ltd. , Wallasey; 
Derbys: Painting & decorating, *Industrial & Decorative Arts Co.,Ltd., Mansfield, 
Notts; Devon: Building, *Plymouth Co-Operative Society Ltd.,Plymouth; Flintshire: 
Store sheds, *Jones Watkin & Sons,Ltd.,Bangor; Hants; Painting & decorating, *W,T, 
Pickering & Sons,Ltd. Watford; Hants: Painting & decorating, *N.S.Long,Ltd., 
Shrewsbury; Northants; Alarm system, *The Auto-Call Co.,Ltd.,London; Pembs:; 
Building, *Phelps & Owens, Milford Haven; Salop;: Building, “Horace Hoskins ,Tun- 
stall; Surrey: Sports ground, *Kinman (Contractors) Ltd: ,London; Co.Tyrone: 
Miscellaneous, *McGrath & Co. (Coalisland) Ltd.,Killen; Wilts; Painting & Dec- 
orating *Geo.Jones & Son (Contractors) Ltd.,LOndon; *Fields,Ltd.,Reading; Yorks; 
Painting & decorating, *R.H.Birdsall & Son, Knottingley. 

Middlesbrough, Extensions to Archibald cty.sch. for E@, *C.Wilmhurst,Nunthorpe, 
£13,109; 

Mitcham: 12 flats at Inglemere-rd.,estate for upc. + Olwer R.Crondace,Ltd., 97, 
Godstone-rd;,Caterham, £23,292 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Oban, 29 houses and flats at Glencruitten-rd. ,Soraba-rd.,and Tweeddale-st., for 
BC. *Blackburn (Dumbarton) Ltd. ,Castle-rd.,Dumbarton, £37,996. 

Plymouth, Works for City C. 24 flats at Pasley-st. ,& Alcester-st. ,+ Godolphin 
Co.,Ltd. ,Manor Office,Chapel-st. ,Devonport, £44,617; 20 flats at Whitley,+ Ply- 
mouth Co-operative Socy Ltd. ,50,Thorn-pk.,, £28,265; 11 Cornish Unit bungalows at 
Pennycross,+ Selleck,Nicholls & Co..Ltd.,Hill Ho.,S£.Austell,Cornwall, £13,313. 
Reading, Offices at 16/18,Friar-st., and 2/4,Station-rd., for Prudential Ass- 
urance Co.,Ltd. QS: J.Pritchard Williams & Hunt.*Rush & Tompkins,Ltd., 109, 
Station-rd. ,Sidcup, £262,236. 

St.Marylebone. Demolitions of buildings and erection of Central LOndon Syna- 
gogue at Gt.Portland-st..Wl. A: C.E.Wilford & Son (A) 2,Green-st.,Wl, *Tersons, 
Ltd., 4,Dollis-pk,N3. ts 

Scunthorpe. Dwellings at Riddings estate for BC: 44 and 8 garages,+ H.N.Slingsby, 
22,Granville-ave,,Old Brimby.£65,054; 48, t Clark & Cook,E.Butterwick, £68,320; 
30, + W. & J.Sims,52,Moorwell-rd, ,Yaddlethorpe, £42,500; 26, + Dunn.& Sons, lla, 
Messingham-rd., £37,260; 22, + Hornbuckle & Mitchell, £31,140; 34, + &.2. 
Sargentson & Son, North-st.,Crowle, £49,060. 




















Printed and Published by The Builder,Ltd.,4,Catherine-street,WC2. 
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TRADING WITH CANADA 


British manufacturers of building 
plant and materials who regard Canada 
as a great and growing market for 
their goods will note with satisfact- 
ion that a Suilding Materials Display 
Centre has been opened in Toronto. Or- 
ganised on lines similar to the Build- 
ing Centres in London,Rotterdam and 
New York, the Toronto venture (the 
first of its kind in Canada) will show 
new building products. applications 
and techniques, and the public‘s at- 
tendance will be stimulated by supple- 
mentary exhibitions. lectures,etc, The 
President is Mr.A.R.Craig. a Glasgow 
contractor who has recently settled in 
Toronto and who was formerly a member 
of a committee set up by the Scottish 
Department of Health to study the use 
of non-traditional materials, Another 
member of the Board is Professor Eric 
Arthur .MA,FRIBA. head of the School 
of Architecture, Toronto University. 
Further details are on p.3. 


This is a step which "The Builder”, 
following a tour of Canada by its 
Editor and General Manager in 1950, 
has consistently advocated, It is to 
be regretted that the Centre has been 
so long in coming into being,and that 
it is not.as might weil have been the 
case. British-sponsored. There is no 
mention in the details whi¢h have 
reached us of any proposal to link 
the Centre with warehousing and ser: 
vicing facilities, Without these UK 
manufacturers who have not already 
made arrangements in these directions 
must be at a disadvantage with Canad- 
ian and. especially. American firms 
which can quickly supply goods select- 
ed as a result of a visit to the 
entre,and most important, provide 
Servicing and spares, 











Friday, March 23, 1956 NO CHARGE 


Nevertheless, the establishment of 
the Centre is a first and useful step 
in providing a permanent shopwindow f 
which UK exporters of consumable goods 
should take advantage. though they 
should remember that it can only sup- 
plement and not supplant a carefully 
worked-out sales campaign which ine 
itably requires study on the spot. 


YORK INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTURAL STUDY 


The new headquarters of the York In 
stitute. of Architectural Study were op- 
ened in Micklegate York. on March 16 by 
Mr.Patrick Buchan-Hepburn. Minister of 
Works, The Minister said that he was 
glad that “pseudo or poor imitative 
architecture. associated particularly 
with the 20s and °30s. was in decline. 
‘because J do not think that it was 
founded on a true understanding of the 
past. 1 much admire what is called con~ 
temporary architecture because it seems 
to me, unlike pseudo, to be a natural 
evolution arising from a combination of 
modern needs and of all the wonderful 
new materials and techniques which 
science has made possible. But I! am 
quite sure," he continued, "that it is 
a profound mistake to think that those 
who will be designing the architecture 
of the future can get on without a true 
understanding and appreciation of our 
architectural past. 

"If they try to. that elusive thing 
called taste will be lost. and contem 
porary architecture will become an un 
attractive cult instead of a living 
style. I am sure that the York Insti- 
tute. by the breadth of its studies, 
will exert a powerful influence against 
any unbalance in these ways’. He added 
that he did not believe that any other 
country had done so much in modern times 
to spoil its towns and countryside with 
unworthy building as our own, 








IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
EXPANSION SCHEME 


Model and Perspectives 
of Design 


The scheme for the expansion of 
the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology at South Kensing- 
ton, for which Messrs. Norman 
and Dawbarn are architects, 
was made public last week. The 
illustrations show: Fig. I— 
Amended model; view from the 
south-east. Fig. 2—The pedes- 
trian Entrance from Exhibition 
road. Fig. 3—Looking south 
to the existing Royal College 
of Science from the Central 
Deck. The Imperial Institute, 
which if ts proposed should be 
demolished, is situated in the 
centre of the’ forefront of the 
model (Fig. !) 


























NEWS OF THE WEEK 


THE RA SUMMER EXHIBITION: The Royal 
Academy have announced the days for 
receiving works for the Summer Exhib- 
ition, 1956. They are: Architectural 
drawings, water colours, pastels |: -min- 
iatures, black and white drawings 
colour prints, and engravings, March 
23: oil paintings, March’ 24 and 26; 
sculpture, March 27. Hours for the re- 
cention of works, 8 am to 7 pm (except 
March 2h, 8 am to 3 pm). No work will 

e received before or after :these- 
co all works must be delivered 
(unpacked) at the Burlingten Gardens 
entrance. Labels and forms can now be 
obtained from the Academy. Applicat~- 
ions by letter must be addressed to 
The Secretary, Royal Academy ef Arts, 
Piccadilly,W1, and be acoompanied by a 
stamped addressed envelope. -The--exhi- 
bition opens on May 5 and closes on 
August 19. 


ARCUK ANNUAL REPORT: The annual report 
for 1955 of the Architects’ Registrat- 
ion Council of the United Kingdom, 
issued from 68,Portland-place,W1 ,states 
that there are now 19,000 architects on 
the register; 996 persons qualified by 
examination and were admitted during 
the year. The report states that the 
Council are considering in what circun- 
stances an architect's name may appear 
in the lay or technical Press and on 
notice boards and premises without in- 
fringing Principle III of the Code of 
Conduct which provides that an archi- 
tect must not advertise. Other forms of 
publicity are also under consideration. 
The report adds that the Council are 
advised by counsel that if an unregist- 
ered person or someone acting under his 
direction completes and submitsfor the 
Signature of his client an RIBA Form of 
Contract in which he is named as- the 
architect, he will be committing an of- 
fence against Section I of the Archi- 
tect's Registration Act, 1938, in that 
he would be practising or carrying on 
business under the title of 


IVA MEETING ON SCHOOLS: The Internat- 
ional Union of Architects’ Working Com- 
mission on Schools Construction, which 
has been meeting in London this "week, 
holds its final session at the RIBA to- 
day (March 23). Delegates from some 

14 countries, including the USA-and 
“oviet Russia, have been taking part in 


"Architect". 


the discussions. The British represen- 
tatives have been Mr.Kenneth J.Camp- 
bell ARTBA, and Mr.&.A.\/.Johnson-Marshall, 
CBE ARTBA The meeting has included 

a tour of schools in the London area. 


DINNER TO Dr.GROPIUS: The Architecture 
Club is giving a dinner in honour of 
Dr.i/alter Gropius at Ironmongers" Hall, 
EC1, on April 12;to mark the award to 
him of the Royal Gold Medal for Archi- 


tecture. Tickets (15s. each) obtainable 
from the’Secretary, 5,0ld Palace 
Yard, SiW1. 


AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS. AT LMBA: Mr. Arthur 
J.Brown, Past President of the Cumber- 
land Master Builders' Association of 
New South Wales,.and Mr.P.J.Lowe ,Pre- 
sident of the Northern Branch of the 
Master Builders’ Association of New 
South Wales, who are on a visit to 
this country to study building condi- 
tions in Great Britain, attended the 
March meeting .of -the LMBA Council. They 
were welcomed by the President, Mr. 
Kenneth C.f.Foster, and in brief re- 
plies both Mr.Brown and Mr.Lowe em- 
phasised the. prospects for young 
builders in the Commonwealth, and 
promised assistance to anv of the 
LMBA members who might visit Austra- 
lia with a view to-setting up in 
business there, 


THE "HOLBORN" SITE: Building of the 
new £750,000 office block on the 
site of the Holborn Restaurant ,Kin;s- 
way, for Site Improvements, Ltd. ,1, 
Queen Anne's-gate, SW1. (Fitzroy 
Robinson é Hubert A.Bull (F/1) ar- 
chitects; quantity surveyors, Gard- 
iner & Theobald) will be begun 
shortly. The builders are Holland 

& Hannen and Cubitts. Ltd., 1, Cueen 
Anne's-gate, Si1. 


CARRIBE 


BRITISH GUIANA: A contract for the 
Construction of 644 working class 
houses at Ruimveldt, near Georgetown, 
has been let for $15m. to H.A.Amo 

a local contractor. This estate, the 
largest in the Colony, has been des- 
igned by the Planning and Housing 
Department. 

TOBAGO: A % 350,000 luxury hotel for 
the Carribean Development Company is 
to be built.at Crown-Point to designs 
by Anthony Lewis, FRIBA, on 25 acres 
of land leased from the Government. 


EEAN BUILDING 








COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 26 
Ministry of Works. Opening at 3 pm by 
Sir Harold Nicolson,KCVO,CMG, of exhi- 
bition on work of the Historic Build- 
ings Council for England, Kenwood, 
Hampstead ,NW3, Weekdays 10 am - 7 pm 
(or dusk of earlier) until May 9. 
Tuesday, March 27 
Housing Centre. Diploma project by 
students of the Department of Town 
Planning, University College, London. 
13, Suffolk-street, SWi, 6 pm. 
Modular Society, "What a Manufacturer 
wants from the Modula Society" by Mr. 
Peter Gardiner ,MIStruct.E, Building 
Centre, 26, Store-street, WC1. 7 pm. 


OFFICIAL ARCHITECTS 
AND PRIVATE WORK 


RIBA Gouncil‘’s Opinion 


The RIBA Council, at its meeting on 
March 6, considered the principles in- 
volved in the undertaking of work for 
private clients by the architectural 
departments of local authorities. It 
was the opinion of the Council that 
each case must be judged on its indi- 
vidual merits, but in general it would 
only be considered appropriate for an 
official architectural department of a 
local authority to undertake work where 
that local authority had a financial 
or operational responsibility for the 
completed work, or where a substantial 
proportion of the cost of the work was 
chargeable against public funds through 
the local authority. 


RIBA EXAMINATION DATES 


The RIBA Final and Special Final Ey- 
aminations. 1956, will be held on the 
following dates: June 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 
12 and 14, 15. Last day for receipt of 
form of application April 12, The Ex- 
amination will be held in London, Man- 
chester, Leeds, Newcastle, Edinburgh 
and Belfast. 


PLUMBERS AT DINNER 
Need to Solve Frost Troubles 


Architects, engineers, quantity sur- 
veyors, scientists and plumbers should 
get together to find means of overcom- 
ing the problem of frozen pipes. What 
we wanted was co-operation, for it was 
not possible to get in one person all 
the knowledge required. Mr.C.H.Aslin, 
CBE, President RIBA, made these com- 





ments at the annual dinner and dance of 
the Institute of Plumbers and the Nat- 
ional Federation of Plumbers and Domest. 
ic Engineers (Employers), held in the 
Park Lane Hotel, W, on March 14. 

Mr. Aslin was responding to the toast 
the Guests felicitously proposed by Mr, 
James Woodhead, President of the Feder. 
ation. Earlier, Mr.L.A.Walden, Vice 
President NFBTE ~- referring to the fact 
that for over 30 years plumbers and dom 
estic engineers had actively engaged 
with the NJC, and as such had assisted 
the industry to keep free from indust- 
rial dispute -- remarked: "In regard to 
the present wage claim, the Council did 
the right thing in not making any great- 
er offer (than 2a. per hour). The credit 
squeeze means difficult time ahead for 
the industry and it is not going to be 
easy to pick up when the break comes", 

Mr. Walden was responding to the 
toast of "the Institute and the Feder- 
ation", proposed by Mr,Harold Griffin, 
President of the Institute, who, during 
the evening presented the prize fora 
new symbol to Mr.G.N.Germany. 


ARCUK MEETING 
19,027 Names on Register 


At the 24th annual meeting of the 
Architects Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, held on March 16 at 
66, Portland=place,W1, Mr.Denis Poulton, 
FRIBA, was re-appointed as chairman 
for the coming year; with Mr.H.V.Lobb, 
CBE,FRIBA, as vice-chairman. 

During the 96th ordinary meeting 
of the Council, held on the same after- 
noon, it was reported that the names 
of 24 architects resident overseas had 
been removed from the Register on 
January 31 last, for non-payment of 
their 1955 retention fees, It was also 
stated that during 1955, 997 names 
had been added to the Register, 74 
names restored and 528 names removed, 
leaving 19,027 names on the Register 
on December 31, 1955. Approval was 
given by the Council to the admission 
of 236 applicants to the Register; 228 
qualifying by examination under sec- 
tion 6 (15 (c) of the Principal Act; 
and eight qualifying under section 6 
(1) (a) of the principal Act and under 
Regulation 26 (a) (3) architects re- 
signed - seeking re-admission. Nine 
applicants were admitted under Regu- 
lation 26 (b), and 23 rejected, One 
application was withdrawn. 
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st. PAUL'S PRECINCTS» aah 
= 7 ee 


A view of a model of the new 
proposals for the precincts of 
St. Paul’s, designed by Sir 
William Holford. Sir William 
has stated that the concept 
has been to design outward 
from the Cathedral and provide 
aworthy setting. The proposals 
assume that some building 
could start aft once. 
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Toronto Teacher’s College. Page 
t Steele, architects. (Courtesy 
RAIC Journal) 


Design for the Desborough 

Sailing Club’s new clubhouse. 
Westwood, Sons and Harrison, 
architects. 

















“THE BUILDER" PRICES 


Following are alterations in current 
prices of materials since March 16,1956. 
Malleable Iron List Price 
Tube Fittings ,Galvd. - 

7 5 Black oud fo 
ar 


4 


IS 


Copper Tubes 
Gauge & Manu- 
facturing Extras ; ss 








$" x 19 Gauge - #0 

i | 

lgxi1s " ad 

lgéx18 * + $d 
Brass Tube : Hd 
Sheet Lead £357.25 “£4 
Lead Pipe 159.0 ~£4 
Lead Soil Pipe 160.1 -£4 
Lead Soil Pipe 

over 4" 162.10. Od. -£4 
Lead Gas Pipe 160.10, Qd. -£4 
Old Lead 107. O. Od. -£3 

Per Cwt 
Genuine Dry Red 
Lead 7.15. 6d. - 2s. 9d 
EASTER HOLIDAY WORKING 


London Arrangements 


The London Regional Joint Committee 
for the Building INdustry has issued a 
reminder that, in pursuance of a decis- 
ion made last April, Good Fridey,March 
30, will be a public holiday in the 
London Region, in addition to Easter 
Monday, April 2. All work on Good Fri 
day will therefore (as on other public 
holidays) be paid for at double time, 
As regards working on Saturday,March 31, 
the LMBA draws attention to the advis- 
ability if a ballot being taken on each 
job to ascertain the wishes of the op 
eratives, and proper records of the 
ballot being kept “to avoid difficult- 
ies which have in the past arisen over 
the validity of the vote’ 


BUILDING CENTRE, TORONTO 
Opportunities for UK Trade 
A Building Materials Display 
has been opened at 12,Shuter-street, 
Toronto,Ontario. The President is Mr, 
A.R.Craig, and Professor Eric Arthut 
MA,FRIBA, Head of the School of Archi- 
tecture, Toronto: University, is a mem- 
ber of the Board. 
The Centre has facilities for the ex- 
hibition of products, staffing of three 
display fioors and of documented in- 


Centre 


é > eee. f 
+40% + 42% 


‘ok za 


2d sto 


quiries and distribution of exhibitors 
literature, Either wall or floor space i, 
available, and rates can be obtained fro 
the axport Services Branch, the Board of 
I’ Lacon House, Theobalds-road » London, 
WCl, (ref E&P 144/56), who would be 


rad <2 


+347 pleased to lend a copy of a descriptive 


brochure to inquirers. 

Several United Kingdom firms are a]. 
ready showing. The Centre insists on 
exhibitors being able to supply the Cap. 
adian market, to maintain adequate 
sks in the country and to be able to 
give service to Canadian industry 


-UMBERNAULD NEW TOWN 


Chief Architect's Post Vacant 


umbernauld New Town is to appoint a 
Chief Architect at a salary of £1,800- 
£2,300, Applications should be sent in 
by April 19 to the Chairman, the Cum- 
bernauld Development Corporation, c/o 
Dunbarton CC, 24,George-square, Glasgow, 

. Some interesting details are available 
as to the proposais governing the devp 
elopment of the New Town. It is the view 
of the Scottish Office that building at 
Cumbernauld should be at densities high- 
r than those in other New Towns in 

itain. [t is hoped that the Cumber- 
nauld project will set a new standard 
in urban de evelopment of a close-knit 
character; moreover, it may be that the 
chance for architects to exercise their 
ingenuity on the kind of problems in- 
volved, will be an incentive to those 
wno tend to regard New Towns as some- 
what stereotyped. 

The main object of building at Cun- 
bernauld is, of course, to help in the 
solution of the urgent Glasgow over- 
Spill problem. The target population 
is 50,000 ~ "a balanced community 
with industrial and commercial facil- 
ities” although this may eventually 
be exceeded, It is expected that it 
will take fourteen years to achieve 
this target, 


CONSULTATIVE MACHINERY 


The Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders announce that regional joint 
consultative machinery on the lines of 
the national body is now active through- 
out the whole of England and Wales. 


AN INFORMATION CENTRE, The first Build- 
ing Industry Information Centre in the 
south west opened at Cornwall Technical 
College, Redruth, on March 20, 
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TENDERS 


parking. Workshop and stores for TC4Malthouse (Bldrs) Ltd:,Manor-rd., 

Chigwell, £21,193. 

Carmarthenshire, Grammar sch. at Rhyd-y-Gors, Carmarthen. Main superstructure will 
be erected by Hills (West Bromwich) Ltd. in Presweld construction, *Bennett Bros,, 
(contractors ) Ltd., 49,Carlton-terr. ,Swansea. 

fastbourne. Factory and office block at Brampton-rd.,Trading Estate for British 
Syphon Co.,Ltd, A: Charles Smith & Son (F/A), Reading, *Taylor Woodrow Construction 
td, (Work commenced at the end of February). 

London (Air Ministry). Contracts to value of £500 or over for week ended March 10; 
Building work, *W.J.Simons,Ltd. ,Gordon-rd.,West Bridgeford,Nottingham; *J.Jarvis 
& Sons,Ltd., 239,Vauxhall Bridge-rd.,London,SWl; Artificers work,*Hobbs & Knight, 
Ltd., Lynstone,Bude,Cornwall; *R.Corben & Son,Ltd.,West Borough,Maidstone; *Ward 
& Godbehere,Ltd., Smithfield-rd. ,Uttoxeter,Staffs; *Dudley Coles,Ltd.,Bath-st., 
Plymouth; *Sandy & Co., 2,North Walls,Stafford; *William Harbrow,Ltd., 214,Roth- 
erhithe New-rd.,LOndon,SEl16; Builders work,*Matthew Hall & Co.,Ltd., 26,Dorset- 
square ,LOndon, NW1. 

London (War Dept.). Contracts placed for week ended March 10: Devon; Roadwork, 
0.J.Elliott & Co.,Ltd., Bristol; Kent: Electrical installations, Holliday, Hall & 
Stinson, Ltd. ,London; LOndon; Building work, Ferris,Bros., London; Roadwork, The 
Unity Asphalt Co, (London) Ltd., LOndon; Midlothian: Roadwork, Mac Asphalting Co., 
Ltd. ,Paisley; Glamorgan: Miscellaneous, Davies & Davies, Cardiff; Somerset: 
Painting & decorating, T.H.Kenyon & Sons,Ltd.,Exeter; W@rwicks: Painting, T.H, 
Kenyon & Sons,Ltd.,London; Yorks: Building work, C.Chapleo & Sons, Leyburn; 

Civil Engineering, Sangwin,Ltd.,Hull, 

New Sarum. 34 houses and flatS at Bishopdown estate for City C. H.Rackham,City 
h, QS: Dadson & Butler,Salisbury. R.Moulding & Sons, £48,406; A.J.Dunning & Sons, 
(Weyhill) Ltd., £47,818; J.T,Parsons & Son,Ltd., £46,977; *John Prichard, 34, 
Chipper-la. ,Salisbury, £45,527. 

Peterhead.24 houses at Clarkhill for BC. Principal contractors,*Robert Bain & 
Son, Ltd., Aberdeen £10,325. (subject to approval), 

Sunderland, Extensions to College of Art for TC,*A.V.Clerey & Sons,Ltd. ,£68,697. 
Sheffield, Administrative offices at Darnall Works,Prince of Wales-rd.,;for Davy 
& United Engineering Co.,Ltd, A:James M.Monro & Son. QS: A.L.Currie & Brown, 
Watford. *Geo.Wimpey & Co.,Ltd. (Work commenced). 

Southampton, Warehouse, Back of the Walls, for Squire & Co. (Southern) Ltd., 
123,High-st. A: E.M:Galloway (A), 10,Portland-st., QS: McPherson & ptnrs., Free- 
mantle Lodge, Foundry-la.*W.Angell & Son, 125,Bitterne-rd. 

btirlingshire, Erection of Denny High sch. for CC. *J.Wright & Co: (Edinburgh) 
Ltd., 42,Manse-rd.,Edinburgh, 12. 

bunderland.Works for RDC. 8 houses at South Hilton, 20 at Silksworth, 14 at 
Castletown and 10 at Vicarage-site. *Direct Labour. 

Towecester.Works for RDC, 12 houses and ancillary works at Blisworth,*Adkins & 
Shaw, Ltd. ,St. James-rd. ,Northampton, £14,825; 6 houses and 2 bungalows at Stokg 
Bruerne, *Simcock & Usher,Ltd.,St.Leonards-rd.,Northampton, £10,884. 

Twickenham, 8 flats for aged persons at Milton-rd.,Hampton for BC. A.S.Knolles, 
B.Se., BE&S. QS: Eric G.Lynde & Ptnrs., 41,Russell-sq.,London,WCl. *R.G.Taylor, 
Ltd. ,12,Wensleydale-rd. ,Hampton,Middx, £10,571. 

Welwyn, Factory and office block for Lincoln Electric Co.,Ltd. A: Ronald Ward & 
Ptnrs. (F), 17,Lowndes-st.,SWl. *Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd.,10,Park-st.,Wl. 
Wolverhampton, Works for TC. Stage 1V of Wolverhampton & Staffs Tech.Coll. ex- 
tensions + McKeand Smith & Co.,Ltd. ,Showell-rd,,Bushbury, £75,636; home and 16 
bungalows for aged persons at Showell-circus, + Five Oaks Estates,Ltd. ,Castle~ 
croft-la,,Crompton £54,900.. (both subject to Ministry approval. 

Woolwich. 74 houses at Lord Warwick-st., for MBC. *Direct Labour, £105,232. 
Worsborough , Yorks. 16 bungalows at Ravenholt extension, Worsborough Bridge for 
UDC, *Utley & Farmery, Doncaster, £16,590. 

Weymouth , 7 houses at Downclose for TC. + Bird & Co.,Ltd. ,£13,685 (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Taunton. Factory at Railway Hill for Steel & Glover,Ltd., Thomas-st. A: K.J. 
Steel (A), 7,The Crescent. *W.Potter & Sons, Ltd., Watcombe House, Taunton. 
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Axbridge,Somt. 9 houses and 2 bungalows at Meadow-st.,for RDC. *E,W.Gulledge, 
Watchfield, Highbridge, £14,515. . 

Basingstoke. 8 houses at South Ham for TC. + Alton Building Co. ,Ltd., Highmount, 
Basingstoke-rd, ,Alton, £12,966. : 
Bexley Kent. Works for TC. 28 maisonettes at Sheldon estate,4 Gregory Housing 
Ltd., 21,Farncombe-rd. ,Worthing, £37,064; 84 dwellings at Halcot No.3 estate, 

+ J. Anderson, 57a,High-st., Orpington, £119,380. 
Blandford. 29 dwellings at Kings-rd.,housing scheme for TC, 
street. 

Boldon,Durham, 26 houses at Woodlands-rd.,Cleadon, *Wilkinson Bros. ,Pillars-yard 
High-street ,Gateshead. ; 
Carlisle. 42 houses at Morton for City ©. + Direct Lébour, 

Croydon. 86 dwellings in one block of 7 and 11 storeys at Duppas Hill-terr., 
*Wates ,Ltd.,London-rd. ,Norbury, £203,325. (subject to Ministry approval). 


4 


Doncaster. Houses for TC: Intake estate (10) *Pearson,Snow & Co., Whittaker-st,, 








+ H,W.Marsh,16, East- 


£13,427; (16) *Beckett & Wood (Bldrs),Ltd.,18,Cemetery-rd. ,£19,617; Cantley estate 
(16) *H.Marshall & Sons,9,Manor-dr, ,£19,565; (12) *J.S.Pott, 6,Church-la, ,Bess- 
acarr, £14,673; Weston-rd.,estate (12) *S. & R,Robinson (Doncaster) Ltd. 9a, 
High-rd.,Balby, £14,844. 

Essex Works for CC. Basildon Woodlands sec,mod.sch, *A.A,Stuart & Sons (Glasgow) 
Ltd. ,108,Victoria-st, .SWl; Ockenden Culverhouse sec.Girls' sch,*Pavitt Bros, 
Ltd. ,Aveley, Purfleet. 

Gloucester.199 "Easiform"” dwellings at Matson estate for City C. *J.Laing & 

Son. Ltd. ,Mill Hill,NW7, 

London, Three 3-room and three 5-room flats in a 3-storey block, eight 4-room 
cottages and 5 tenants’ stores at Clapham Park estate extension,Wandsworth for 


LCC. Whyatt (Builders) Ltd, ,Wandsworth £48,528 
S.G, & A.Agombar, Beckenham 45,404 
T.Ringham & Co,.,Utd, Wimbledon. 44,634 
The Bunting Construction Co.,Ltd. , Lambeth 43,264 
H.T,Oliver & Sons,Ltd. , Lambeth 43,000 
Sloggetts (Contractors) Ltd. ,Kensington 41,586 
*Kerridge (Cambridge) Ltd,, Cambridge 39,905 


Godalming. 56 houses at Binscombe Farm estate for TC.*R,J.Stagg,Ltd., 28,Dun- 
colme-rd., £79,208. 

Grimsby, Littlecoats-rd.,sec.mod.sch. for girls for TC. *F.A.Would Ltd., 
Ladysmith-rd, 

Halesowen. 102 houses at Furnace Park estate for TC. *Joseph Webb & Co.,Ltd., 
Coseley,Staffs. 

Helston. 105 houses and 25 garages at rear of Coinagehall-st.,and Nenage-st., for 
TC. *Selleck Nicholls & Co.,Ltd. ,Hill House, East Hill,St. Austell, £208,749. 
Lanarkshire. 30 houses at Bankhead site,Lesmahagow for CC. *Bryce & Symington, 
69 ,Clyde-st. ,Carluke, £44,076. (subject to approval). 

Liverpool. Extensions,etc,,to Aigburth Vale High sch. and Gorseland and Otters- 
pool Bank annexe for City C.*Wm.Hall & Son,Ltd., 60,Christian-st., £49,983. 
Liverpool, 6 flats at Marybone for City C. + Scarisbrick Contractors & Haulage 
Co.,Ltd.’, 81,Dale-st.,Liverpool,2,£11,528, (subject to approval). 

Llandudno. 18 flats and 6 houses at Maesdu site for UDC, *F.Tyldesley & Sons, 
44,Queens-rd,. ,Craig-y-Don, £36,482. 

Manchester. Works for City C. Conversion of Brownlow Green sch, to 6-form entry, 
*Peter Hodgkinson,Ltd; erection of North Manchester High sch. for Girls, *Henry 
Green & Son (Bldrs) Ltd. 

Margate, 12 flats at Upper High-st.,for TC. t Operative Builders & Decorators 
Ltd. ,Park-la, ,Birchington, £18,350 (subject to approval). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 18 houses at Melville-gr.,Saxon-gr., and Cleveland-gdns. 
*Wilkinson Bros. ,Pillars-~-yard,High-st.,Gateshead. 
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Printed and Published by The Builder,Ltd., 4,Catherine-st., WC2. 





















































No. 


Cas 


se 





ii 


State, 


row } 


"Ys 
vy 














te ——— 


A NEWSPAPER. FOR THE ARCHITECT & CONSTRUCTOR 


EMERGENCY ISSUE 











———— 


No. 6. Friday, March 30, 1956 NO CHARGE 


OFFICIAL ARCHITECTS 
AND PRIVATE WORK 


The statement of RIBA Council opin-- 
ion, arrived at on Marsh 6 and publish- 
ed in the last issue of NEWS--LETTER, on 
the principles involved in the undex-- 
taking of work by architectural depart: 
ments of local authorities for private 
clients, will be greeted without en- 
thusiasm. Credit is due to the Council 
that, apparently reversing an earlier 
decision to make no public reference to 
principles arising out of the case at 
Canterbury (where the Corporation per~ 
mitted its Architect to take on the de- 
sign and erection of a private Church 
of England School), it has now declared 
itself on the subject. The declarat-~ 
ion itself may give less satisfaction. 
What private architects must have 
hoped for was an unequivocal state: 
ment that the Council declares itself 
opposed to the entry of official 
architectural staff into the field of 
private building; they might then have 
swallowed the "escape clauses" which 
would allow an official architectural 
department "to undertake work where that 
local authority had a financial or op- 
erational responsibility for the com- 
pleted work, or where a substantial pro- 
portion of the cost of the work was 
chargeable against public funds through 
the local authority". 

It is, in fact, open to question 
whether architects in private practice 
Will accept and endorse a statement 
Which begins: "It was the opinion of the 
Council that each case must be judged on 
its individual merits". Where is the 
clear line of principle, where the yard- 
stick which can be applied to future 
cases? Is this the guidance local auth- 
orities and RIBA local societies are 
seeking? 


If this declaration, cobwebby with 
compromise, is the best the RIBA Council 
can do when faced with the need to en- 
unciate a clear-cut principle, then the 
Council must regard the future -~- with 
other and more difficult problems await- 
ing solution -- without any markedly 
joyful anticipation. 


MODERNISATION OF LCC SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS 


The London County Council, at their 
meeting on March 20, received a report 
of a survey undertaken by the education 
committee of school accommodation in 
London that has been made with the ob- 
ject of ensuring that there will be suf- 
ficient school places available in the 
next few years for the very large number 
of children born just after the war, and 
who will soon be of secondary school age. 
Where necessary, surplus primary school 
accommodation will be used for secondary 
school children. 

The report states that some 50 schools 
seem likely to justify major remodelling, 
and others will need large-scale im- 
provements. £3m. of modernisation work 
has been done in the last 10 years under 
the minor improvements programme, but the 
remodelling now proposed will involve 
substantial structural alterations. The 
committee state that it would appear that 
a relaxation of ministerial policy is 
necessary before schemes for large-scale 
remodelling could be included in major 
building programmes, and upon the assum- 
ption that there will be this relaxation 
a draft building programme for the next 
three years has been prepared. This pro- 
gramme includes for 1957-58 four pilot 
schemes of major improvement and nearly 
50 more similar projects to be carried 
out during a period of two years or so 
from 1958 onwards. 
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Left: The winning design by Mr fin 
H. Gibberd, ARIBA, of Birmingham giv 
(£500 premium) in the recent inc: 
competition for Fermanagh County fol 
Offices, Enniskillen, Northern ; 
lreland. of 





Right: From the exhibition of 

Australian architecture, which closed at 
the RIBA on March 24. The subject 
is Q house at Turramurra, New South 
Wales (1954); architect, Barry Seidler. 
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Left: A perspective of the la: 
winning design (premium Ho! 
£750) in the open comp be 
etition for the Uganda 35 
Legislative Council, Kampala fe 
It was submitted by Messrs. of 
Edward D. Mills & Partners, be 
F/ARIBA, of London. Pa 
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PUBLICATION OF "THE BUILDER" 
To be Resumed on April 6 


Following agreement between the 
Printing Unions and the Employers’ Fed- 
erations in the Printing Industry to 
resume work while discussions take 
place on wage claims and working cond- 
itions in the industry, "The Builder” 
will appear again on Friday, April 6. 


RIBA MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
To be Increased from January, 1957 


The RIBA Council, having reviewed the 
financial position, have decided to 
give notice that subscriptions would be 
increased from January 1, 1957. as 
follows; 

In the UNited Kingdom and Republic 
of Ireland: Fellows, £10, 10s.; Assoc 
iates, £6,.68.3 Licentiates, £6:6s, ; 
Students’ annual contribution, £2.2s., 

RIBA members’ in Trans-Oceanic Dom- 
inions who are also members of Allied 
Societies in those Dominions:F,£6.6s. : 
A& L, £4.14s. 6d. 

‘Members resident abroad outside the 
area covered by the Allied Societies: 
F, £6.68.; A& L, £4,14s.6d. 

Students RIBA resident overseas; 
Elected after Jan.1, 1953. £2.2s.; El- 
ected before J8n.1,1953., no contribut: 
ion for the first 5 years, thereafter, 
&2.da, 

Retired members and subscribers: 
£l.ls, (no change). 


ST,.PAUL'S PRECINCT SCHEME 


The model of Sir William Holford’s 
St.Paul’s Precinct replanning scheme, 
together with some of the drawings ,has. 
by arrangement with the City of London 
Corporation, now been transferred to 
the Building Centre, Store-street.,WCL, 
where it will be on show until April 6. 


EXTENSIONS TO LONDON HOTELS 


Three of London’s leading hotels. 
Grosvenor House, the Dorchester and the 
Westbury, have announced plans for en- 
larging their premises, Grosvenor 
House is’ to have an addition of 92 
bedrooms, to be built on the site of 
35,Park-street; the architect is Pro- 
fessor R,D.Russell of the Royal College 
of Art. Four new roof garden suites are 
being added to the Dorchester Hotel. 
Park-lane; the architects are W.Curtis 
Green,Son and Lloyd, who designed the 
hotel, A new wing is to be added to the 


























Westbury Hotel, which stands at the cor-= 
ner of Bond-street and Conduit-street. 
The wing will include banqueting rooms, 
a public lounge larger than the present 
one. and 30 bedrooms, The architect is 
Mr .Michael Rosenauer ,FRIBA,. 


"INDISCRIMINATE BIDDING FOR 
LABOUR" CONDEMNED 


Mr.Morris Green, retiring president 
of the Birmingham Association of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. speaking at the 
association's annual meeting in Birming- 
ham on March 20 said that he was "quite 
appalled" at the high and frequently 
indiscriminate bidding for labour by 
Birmingham builders, 

The practice was aggravating the in- 
dustry’s greatest problem at present. 
he said = scarcity of skilled labour = 
by encouraging the constant movement of 
operatives from one firm to another, 
Firms were offering excessive rates by 
giving bonuses, above the agreed hourly 
rates, which were not relating to out~ 
put. "I appeal to all employers to ob- 
serve the agreed rates as closely as 
possible” Mr. Green said, 

New Officers elected by the assoc- 
iation are Mr.,A.R.Rowlands, president; 
Mr.Frank Deeley and Mr.B,W.,Sapcote 
vice-presidents and Mr.).A.Whittall, 
treasurer. 


RESEARCH FOR THE BRICK INDUSTRY 


A contribution of £30,000 towards 
research into building bricks. and the 
endowment of two scholarships of £400 
a year for a full university course in 
ceramics or engineering are among the 
recommendations in two reports now iss- 
ued on the use of funds surplus to the 
war-time Brick charges Fund, The 
£30,000, it is suggested. should be 
used for the development of an improved 
building brick section of the British 
Ceramic Research Association's Mellor 
Laboratories, at Stoke-on-Trent. 

In addition to the scholarship 
grants, it is recommended that an annual 
sum of £600 be used for a trial period 
of six years for grants selected stud- 
ents in brick-making for a "sandwich" 
course at the North Staffs Technical 
College; and a grant-aid of 500 gns, be 
made to a newly formed professional body, 
the Institute of Ceramics. Reports are 
available from the Secretary, Brick 
Development Association, 73/78, High 
Holborn, London,WC1, 







































COMING EVENTS 


Wednesday, April 4 
Building Centre. Lunch. Claridges 
Hotel, Wi, 1.15 pm. 

Friday, April 6 
Association of Building Technicians. 
"The Elephant and Castle Redevelopment 
Scheme" by Mr.Graeme Shankland, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, Building Centre,Store--st,. ,WC1. 

7230 pm. 
RIBA, 1956 Dinner, Guildhall, EC2. 
7.30 pm, 








Saturday, April 7 

Institute of Municipal Building Man- 
agement. Weekend school on "Programn-: 
ing of Building Works"; "Organisation 
and Methods Applied to Direct Labour 
Building"; "The Work of the Building 
Research Station"; and "Open Forum". 
Beatrice Webb House, Pasture Wood, 
Holmbury St.Mary, nr Dorking, Surrey. 


SAND AND GRAVEL IN CENTRAL SCOTLAND 
Monopolies Commission‘s Report 





The Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices Commission's report on the 
supply of sand and gravel in central 
Scotland was published on March 23 
(HMSO, price 4s.6d.), The Commission 
find that the conditions defined in 
section 3 of the Monopolies and Res- 
trictive Practices (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Act,1948, prevail, as the memb- 
ers of the Washed Sand and Gravel 
Association (the West Association) and 
of the Mid-Scotland Washed Sand and 
Gravel Association together supply 
more than a third of the sand and gra- 
vel in the area, and restrict compet- 
ition in certain ways. The Commission 
also find that the general level of 
ex-pit and delivery prices for washed 
sand and gravel is higher than it 
might be expected to be under price 
competition, and they are unable to 
find any justification for the artif- 
icial maintenance of these prices. 
They conclude that the system operates 
against the public interest and should 
be discontinued. 


"THE BUILDER" PRICES 


Following are alterations in cur- 
rent prices of materials since March 


23, 1956. 


Copper Tubes 


per lb. 485d + 
Brass Tubes 


per lb. 385d + 


a 











RISING PRICES AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


Mr.Nigel Hannen, National President, 
speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Leeds on March 23 said: 
"Whilst the Government's financial policy 
will undoubtedly reduce the building 
programme, it is, I suggest, far too early 
to assume = as some people have already 
done -- that it is bound to cause unemp]loy- 
ment. In my opinion rising prices are a 
far greater danger. 

"At the present time there is more 
work than the head of labour in the in- 
dustry can carry out =xpeditiously and, 
if the Government's policy can be so op- 
erated that we get a better balance be- 
tween work and workers, the industry 
will have benefited, It will be far from 
easy to achieve this, but we shall co- 
operate with the Government in every 
possible way." 


FIXED PRICE TENDERS 
LMBA Decision 


The Council of the LMBA has decided 
to recommend. its members to omit the 
materials fluctuation clause for all 
work up to £5,000 if it is expected to 
be completed within six months of the 
date of tender. This decision is wider 
in its scope than the similar decision 
by the National Federation last month. 

In receiving that decision, the 
LMBA Council note that it applied only 
to Government work under Form CCC/Wks/‘1, 
The Council felt that a stronger lead 
could with advantage be given in Lon- 
don, and accordingly agreed to recom- 
mend that the £5,000 rule‘should apply 
to all building work undertaken by 
London Contractors. 


DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS ' LUNCH 

The National Federation of Demolition 
Contractors held their annual luncheon 
at the Waldorf Hotel, London, on March 
21, The Minister of Works, Mr.P.Buchan- 
Hepburn,MP, was the principal guest and 
in proposing a toast to him Mr.C.Will- 
ment, Hon.Life Vice-President of the 
Federation made some references to slum 
clearance. He said that he hoped that 
the value of the materials obtained from 
the demolition of slum properties would 
equal that of the cost of demolition. 
In his reply the Minister noted these 
remarks and then went on to pay tribute to 
the demolition contractors' war effort. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Technical Education: Builders 
Welcome White Paper 


The building industry welcomed the 
publication of the Government's five 
year plan for developing technical ed- 
ueation facilities, Mr.Nigel Hannen, 
President of the NFBTE, told the South 
Wales FBTE on March 16. "The White 
Paper is receiving the detailed consid-=- 
eration of the Federation's two new 
craft and management training commit 
tees, and I assure the Government of 
our readiness to co-operate in every 
possible way," he added. "Some of us, 
however, are disappointed that the plans 
for the development of technological 
training facilities at university level 
do not appear to take account of the 
needs of the building industry. 


"APPRENTICES' SCHEME GOING WELL" 


"The jointly agreed National Appren- 
ticeship Scheme is going well, but the 
rate at which apprentices are being 
properly indentured still falls short of 
the total number of lads who are known 
to be receiving training in one form or 
another", said Mr.Nigel Hannen, National 
President, speaking at the annual gen- 
eral meeting of the Nottingham Assoc- 
iation of BTE on March 21. "It is vital" 
he continued "that all building app 
rentices should receive the proper 
training provided by the scheme, and I 
hope that the two changes relating to 
discipline and annual holidays which 
have just been made in it will encour: 
age increasing numbers of employers to 
operate the scheme fully". 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
Payment of Accounts 


At a meeting of the LCC on March 
20 Mr. Norman Farmer questioned the 
chairman of the general purposes com- 
mittee on the payment of accounts, with 
reference to the recent statement by the 
President of the NFBTE in which he ap- 
peaied to both private and official 
clients, in view of the existing finan- 
clal stringencies, to settle accounts 
promptly. 

Mr. R.E.Goodwin replied: "No special 
action by the Council is called for, It 
is the practice to settle these amounts 
as promptly as possible, Moreover, in 
March 1953, the Council anticipated re- 


commendations of a Working Party of the 
Ministry of Works on the subject of con= 
tract retention monies by increasing the 
proportion of payments to contractors. 
On most large contracts the Council re- 
tains only 1% after completion of the 
contract as against a full 5% retained by 
many other authorities", He added that 
there was no evidence that slow payment 
of accounts by the Council deterred some 
builders from tendering, and he saw no 
need for the matter to be investigated. 


PLAN FOR 19-STOREY FLATS 


The LCC’s housing committee have ap- 
proved a scheme at the Tidey-street area, 
Poplar, which will include a 19-storey 
point block of 90 interlocking maison=- 
ettes; in the higher storeys, all living 
rooms will face south, commanding exten- 
sive views. This is the highest resid- 
ential scheme yet designed by the ICC; a 
15-storey block is included in the scheme 
for St.Anne's,Stepney, and earlier schemes 
have included 11-storey point blocks. The 
Tidey-street, scheme has a site of 13% 
acres, 2 acres of which will be open 
space; the 19-storey block is planned to 
achieve the zoned density of 136 persons 
to the acre on the remaining 11% acres 
and at the same time provide an open lay- 
out. The development also includes 283 
maisonettes (ten 4-storey blocks) , 40 
flats (two 3-storey and one 2-storey 
blocks), 17 houses, 4 shops, 38 garages 
and two public houses. The estimated 
cost is £1,284 ,000 


BLACKWALL TUNNEL DUPLICATION 


The LCC’s town planning committee has 
announced that the Minister of Transport 
has not agreed to the Council's suggest- 
ion for the inclusion of the duplication 
of the Blackwall Tunnel in the current 
four-year roads programme. The Minister 
may,however, consider authorising cer- 
tain preliminary works on the southern 
shore as a self-contained scheme. 


BRITISH MUSEUM REBUILDING, A new build- 
ing to replace that destroyed by bombing 
at the Colindale newspaper library of 
the British Museum during the last war 
is to be commenced next month. It will 
be 6-storeys high and will contain some 
three miles of shelving. Plans are by 
the Ministry of Works Chief Architect 
and the estimated cost is £75,000. 








THE LAKE BRIDGE,ST.JAMES'S PARK 


The Minister of Works, Mr.Patrick 


Buchan-Hepburn, is seeking the views of 


MP’s on the question of whether to re- 
pair the existing bridge over the lake 


in St.James‘s Park at a cost of £10,000 


tu £12,000, or to build a new bridge 
with a bequest of £20,000 left for this 
purpose some years ago by an anonymous 
testator, A design for a "light and 
simple" new bridge, which would not ob- 
struct the lakeside view, has been pre 


pared by the Ministry's Chief Architect, 


Mr.Eric Bedford ,CVO,ARIBA, and a model 
of it has been on view in the House. 
The proposed design is for a three~span 
beidge with prestressed arches of the 
balanced cantilever type, faced with 
Portland stone. 

The Minister stated, on March 13, 
that the Royal Fine Art Commission have 
said that while they appreciated the 
economic advantages of a new bridge and 
the merits of Mr.Bedford’s design, the 
present bridge is not without merit and 
has become so widely accepted as a his- 
toric feature of the park that it would 
be better to retain it in spite of the 
practical difficulties and the cost of 
maintenance. The present bridge was 
built in 1857. 


MINISTER VISITS BUILDING 
FOREMEN’S COURSE 


Mr.Dennis Vosper,MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education, vis 
ited Belstead House, Ipswich, on March 
3, during the progress of one of the 
residential courses for general foremen 
run by the Eastern Federation of Build- 


ing Trades Employers, Mr. Vosper was ac- 


companied by Mr.L.R.Missen, Chief Edu- 
cation Officer, East Suffolk CC, which 
kindly placed this fine old house at 
the disposal of the Federation for the 
course. Great interest was shown by the 
Minister in the training programme of 
the Federation, and in a brief word to 
the 30 general foremen on the course 
Mr.Vosper congratulated the Federation 
on its enterprise and urged the foremen 
to take full advantage of the facilities 
available, A well-deserved tribute was 
also paid to the East Suffolk Education 
Committee in establishing such an excel- 
lent centre and making it available for 
industrial training courses whenever 
possible, 


COURSES AT BRIXTON SCHOOL 


The LCC Brixton School of Building, 
Ferndale--road,SW4, announce that their 
50th short course in spray painting wil) 
be held from April 9 to July 3. The 
course is in two grades, elementary ang 
intermediate, The School’s 8th course 
in colour design, which deals with the 
problems of the painter and décorator, 
begins on April 13. Both courses are 
of 12 weeks duration, and require ev- 
ening attendance; the fee in each case 
is 12/6a. Enrolment forms from the 
Secretary of the School. 


TENDERING IN TRINIDAD 


Trinidad Government has announced 
that foreign firms will not in future 
be allowed to tender for major engin- 
eering and construction works. This 
was announced as a decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council by the Minister of 
Labour, Commerce and Industry as the 
result of a Dutch firm of contractors 
in Curacao registering for the tender 
documents in connection with the pro- 
posed 3 million swamp road scheme and 
7-storey Government office block. It 
is considered that sufficient experi- 
enced building and engineering con- 
tractors exist in the Colony to meet 
all future needs. 


NEW COLLEGE AT SYDNEY, N.S.W. 


A residential college costing 
£4260,000 is to be built at the New 
South Wales University of Technology, 
Sydney. The University authorities are 
also to call for tenders for the build- 
ing of a main hall, which will include 
libraries, study rooms and a dining 
room, as well ag bedrooms for 200 stud- 
ents. Six other buildings, costing 
more than £A500,000, are either planned 
or visualised for the University. The 
first two schools of the University 
were opened two years ago. 


VENEZUELAN TOWN PLANNER’S VISIT 


Dr.Gustavo Ferrero Tamayo, Director 
General of the National Town Planning 
Commission, Venezuela, is in the UK un- 
til March 31 under the auspices of the 
British Council, to see something of 
town planning and consult with town 
planning experts here. 
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7 
TENDERS 


Barnes. 8 additional flats at Chertsey Court for TC. W.R.Shepherd, BE&S. QS: 
Pritchard Williams & Hunt, *C.Graham Smith,4,Porchester-pl.,W2., £14,415. 
Bedford, 18 houses at Overdale and Dale-cl., for BC. *J. & B.Saunderson, 
£25,416. (negotiated tender), 

Bradford-on-Avon, Extension to Christ Church Jun.sch. for Wilts CC. *T.Holdway 
& Sons, Ltd., Station-rd.,Westbury, £42,957. 

Camberley. Factory and offices for Sharples Centrifuges,Ltd. Architect :John 
Bickerdike, DA, (A), 88, George-st, ,POrtman-sq. ,W1l. QS: Leitch & Samuel, 9a, 
Sackville-st.,W1l. *o.M.Jones & Sons,Ltd.,Highway Works,M@idenhead, £48,859. 
Lambeth, 60 flats and 7 bungalows at 33,Gipsy-hill for MBC. *Halse & Sons, 

Ltd.. £136,694. (subject to Ministry approval). 

London (Admiralty). Particulars of contracts: Lines; Cable trenching, *Sangwin, 
Ltd, ,Sculcoates-la,. ,Hull; Ross; Léayingasbestos cement pipes,*Alexander Suth- 
erland, Ltd. .Main-st. Golspie,Sutherland: Fife; Site works and foundations, 
*Colin Morris & Son, 7,Preston-cres,,Inverkeithing; Hants; Hardwood block 
flooring, *Vigers Bros. Ltd. ,Broadway-—chbrs,. ,Ludgate,EC4; Kent: Sanitary work, 
«Kemp Bros., 8,LOndon-rd.,Newington, nr Sittingbourne; Hants: Asbestos cladded 
steel frame building, *Wm,Dibben & Sons.Ltd.,Lower William-st,.,Northam, build- 
ing work, *JOhn HUnt, Ltd. ,South Wharf, Cleveland-rd.,Gosport. 

London (Air Ministry), gontracts to value of £500 or over for week ended March 
17; Painting work, *N.Harris & Sons,Ltd., 150,Cheapside,EC2; Artificers work, 
*Kerridge (Cambridge)Ltd., Sturton-st,,Cambridge; *F,Parkinson, Ltd. ,Mowbray- 
dr,,Blackpool; *Sandy & Co.,2,North Walk,Stafford; *JOhn Carnegie & Son,Ltd., 
35,Seafield-rd. .Dundee; Building work, *Haymills (Contractors) Ltd., Hanger 
Green,Western-ave,. ,W5; Civil engineering, *A.Monk & Co.,Ltd. .Padgate,Warrington. 
London (British Transport Commission). Deptford Wharf upper dock, reconstruction 
of wharf frontage, *G.Tate & Son.Ltd,.SE16; Eastleigh carriage works, recon- 
struction of roofs, *G.E,Prince & Son.Ltd. ,Southampton; East Croydon, office 
and staff accommodation improvements, *Aubrey Watson Ltd. ,SW1l; Egham station, 
new parcels office, *Aubrey Watson,i:td; Victoria, new customs warehouse, bag- 
gage examination room and examination for parcels, *James Longley & Co.,Ltd., 
Crawley; Wimbledon Signal Engineer’s office accommodation, installation of 
heating plant, *Richard Crittall & Co.,Ltd.,Wl; Balham Station, reconstruction, 
*Maurice Hill,itd.,Horndean,Hants: Weymouth Station, installation of heating 
and hot water services, *A,Scull & Son,Iltd.,Southampton; Sevenoaks, earthworks, 
retaining walls & extension of platforms,*The Demolition & Construction Co., 
Ltd, ,SWl; Grosvenor Terrace,Elephant & Castle, bridge reconstruction, *Caffin 
& Co.,Ltd. .Rickmansworth; Burley Bridge,Holmsley, reconstruction, *Mears Bros. 
(Contractors ) Ltd. .SE26: Hengist-rd, .bridge,Birchington, renewal of bridge, 
*The Demolition & Construction Co. ,Ltd.,SWl; Eastleigh Loco.works,installation 
of heating, hot water and ventilation system, *A.Scull & Son,Ltd. ,Southampton; 
Hayes ,Kent,Station, installation of heating & hot water services, *Walter 
Cowen, Ltd. ,W14; Southampton Central, piling & foundations to water tower, 

*The Cementation Co. ,Ltd.,SWl; Waterloo car pool,installafion of mechanical 
extract ventilation, *F.Braby & Co.,Ltd. ,NW1; Clapham Junctiom, carriage yard, 
drainage & paving of walkways, *Mears,Bros,, (Contractors) Ltd. ,SE26; East- 
leigh carriage & wagon works, installation of heating & hot water services, 
*Adams & Adams, Southampton. 

London (Metropolitan Police). Police station, 367,Brixton-rd.,SW9, *Y.J.Lovell 
& Sons, Ltd., £188,344; internal redecoration at Clapham police station,Union- 
gr., *A.Soden Ltd., £968; erection of 19 married quarters at Church-rd., 
Mitcham, *Kind & Co.,Ltd... £54,474. 

Middlesbrough, Extension and adaptations to schools for EC; Kirby Sec.Gram. 

+ R.H.Bailey & Son,Ltd., £84,372: Acklam Hall Sec.Gram. ,+ Marsh (Builders) 
Ltd., £70,540. 

Norwich, 95 houses at Heartsease estate for City C. t R.G.Carter,Ltd,, Dray- 
ton, Norwich, £126,906 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Plymouth, New Manadon prim.sch. for City C. + Hill & Lang (Plymouth) Ltd., 

32 ,Wodlston-st,, £50,800. 
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London CC. Dining hall. kitchen and ancillary accommodation at Henwick cty prin, 
sch., Woolwich West. Tenders under basis A allow for fluctuations in wagés and qo, 
of materials; and under basis B for fluctuations .n wages only. 

William Mills & Sons,Ltd. ,Greenwich A £22,744 

Harry Groves & Son,Ltd. ,Greenwich A 22,152 

Poolman (Builders) Ltd. ,Hendon A 20,887 

Fredk, Smith & : Co, ,(Builders)Ltd, , Camberwell A 20,497 

Kerridge (Genbetiian) Ltd. , Cambridge A 19,591 

*John Harrison (London) Itd;, Camberwell B 18,700 

Architect’s comparable estimate on Basis B, £20,070. 

London (MOW); Contracts piaced for week ending March 10; Lanarkshire: MERL East 
Kilbride, gatehouse. *Dougall & Co.,Ltd. .Glasgow-rd.,Dumbarton; Lancs: PO,Woolton- 
st. ,Woolton;Liverpool, new postal delivert office, *JOhn McGeoch & Sons,Ltd., 
Arbour=la, ,Kirkby, Liverpool; London: Old Public Offices ,Whitehall, renovation toa. 
lavatories,*Killby & Gayford. Ltd. 87, Worship-st,,EC2; Victoria & Albert Museun, 
alterations to North Court, *John Greenwood, Ltd. >King William-st. ,House,Arthur- 
st.,Ec4; Berks; Coley Park. Reading, adaptations to form canteen in inten MAF, 
*J.M.Jones & Sons (Builders | Ltd, .Bath-rd, ,.Maidenhead; Devon; POED, Alexandra-rd,, 
Barnstaple, garages and lock-ups and petrol store, *E.G.Bradley & Sons, Iron Mills, 
Braunton,N.Devon; Essex: Westfield I"farmary, Grays, alterations and additions, 
*S:Cronin & Sons, Ltd. .161/163,Warley Hill,Brentwood; Gloucs; HO Fire Training 
Centre ,Moreton-in-M4rsh, internal and external decorations, *A,Roberts & Co.,Itd,, 
79 ,Eccleston-sq,.,SW1: POED Crown Works,St.,Philips,Bristol, alterations for M/T, 
workshops,etc. ,*H.° Wakefield & Sons, Ltd. ,Merstham-rd.,Bristol,2; Staffs Dudley- 
st.,Brierley Hill,erection of PO ATE, *William Sharratt, Ltd, ,Church-la. ,Wolver- 
hampton; Miltonlee.nr Stoke-on-Trent, erection of PO ATE, *C.Cornes & Sons, Ltd., 
Lichfield-st, ,Hanley,Staffs;: Surrey; Telephone Exchange,Croydon, alterations and 
“extensions, *W,R.Oldham. ltd, ,240.Perry Hill,Catford,SE6; Sussex; ARDE Langhurst, 
nr Horsham, canteen, pyrotechnic laboratory and boiler house, *Y.J.Lovell & Son, 
Ltd. ,The Druids,Bishopric.Horsham; Westmorland; Milnthorpe, erection of UAX, *John 
Kitbhen; Lowther-terr, , Penrith,Cumberland: Worcs : TOB Whittington-— 2d; Redhiddi 
external wall painting and repairs to rendering, *G.Harrison & Son (Builders) Ltd., 
130,Worcester-rd, ,Droitwich; Yorks: Guisborough, post office, *F.Shepherd & Son, 
Ltd. ,Blue Bridge-la, , York. 
Weston-super-Mare. Dwellings at Oldmixen estate (site No.1) for BC, R.H.Gallannaugh, 
54,Queen Anne-st..W1, Architect; QS, Allsebrook,Horsley & Wood,Bristol. 30 houses 
and 54 flats, *Carwill Construction Co. .itd..,1,Coromdale-rd, ,LOcking-rd, ,East, 
Weston-super-Mare. £115.956; 40 houses and 30 flats, *James Moseley Ltd:, Florence- 
gr.,Weston-super-M@re, £94,060. 
Wortley, 72 houses at St.Michael’sS-—cres..Ecclesfield, for RDC. Arthur Wikeley, 
E&S. *R.C.Brindley & %o,,Ltd,,Birdwell,nr Barnsley. 
Plymouth, 78 "Easiform’ flats at Lipson estate for City C. *JOhn Laing & Son,Ltd., 
Mill Hill,NW7, «+ i 
Reading. Shops, maisonettes etc. at St.Michael’s estate for CBC, QS:H.Cooper & 
Sons, 6a, The Forbury. *Francis Bros.(Bldrs) Ltd.,11,Armour-rd. ,Tilehurst ,£26, 785. 
Reading, Works for CBC, at St.Michael’s estate: 50 houses + Orchard & Peer (London) 
Ltd,, 32,Leopold-rd,.SW19, £73,100: 16 houses and ,8arages ; + Orchard & Peer 
(London) Ltd., £28.505: 76 houses and 14 garages + Wates,[ td. .1258,London-rd., 
SW16, £110,991. 
Rothwell .Yorks. 50 houses at Wood-la. estate for UDC. A: R.A.Easdale & Son (L), 
County=chbrs. ,Bradley-st, , Castleford, *Harlow & Milner ,Warrengate ,Wakefield, £65,836. 
Sheffield, 33 police houses for City C. + M.7.Gleeson (contze) Ltd; , Chesterfield- 
rd. ,Sheffield, 1, £57.867. 
Stafford, Works for TC at Highfields estate. 82 dwellings, *William Whittington, 
Ltd., £122, 5001; 30 flats. *George Wimpey & Co.,Ltd., £48,320. 
Southampton, Factory and offices at Milbrook trading estate for Moorgreen Metal 
Industries,Ltd., *A.J.Dunning & Sons,(Weyhill) Ltd., Weyhill,Hants,. 























a “ 
inted and Published by The Builder, Ltd,, 4,Catherine-st. ,WC2, 











